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REVISED PROCEDURES FOR GRANTING THE STATUS
OF PERMANENT OBSERVER
THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES,
HAVING SEEN:
Resolution AG/RES. 50 (I-O/71), of April 23, 1971, by which the General Assembly established the status of Permanent Observer to the Organization of American States and entrusted the Permanent Council with the task of determining the criteria and timeliness to give effect to that decision and to implement it; and
Resolution CP/RES. 52 (61/72), of January 19, 1972, by which the Permanent Council regulated matters concerning the granting of the status of Permanent Observer and the accreditation of the Permanent Observers to the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization;
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:
That the possibility that nonmember states may, through their status as Permanent Observers, follow the work of the various organs of the Organization greatly contributes to greater knowledge and understanding of the Organization and of its member states, as well as to developing and strengthening links of cooperation with the development programs that the Organization conducts; and
CONSIDERING:
That nineteen states have been accorded the status of Permanent Observer to the Organization since resolution CP/RES. 52 (61/72) entered into force; and
That it was considered advisable to restudy the procedures for granting the status of Permanent Observer, in light of the experience acquired since the time the aforementioned resolutions were approved,
RESOLVES:
1.
That any independent state may request the status of Permanent Observer established by General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 50 (I-O/71), for which purpose it shall present the corresponding request to the General Secretariat of the Organization.
2.
That the General Secretariat shall forward the request to the Permanent Council, together with the necessary information. Unless the Permanent Council decides otherwise, the request shall be referred to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, for it to study it and report to the Council.
3.
That the Permanent Council shall decide upon the request presented, for which purpose it shall take into account the points of view of the member states and the contributions that the requesting state may offer to the programs of the Organization.
4.
That in the event that a member state declares that the request has been presented by a political entity with which, or with respect to which, that member state has a territorial claim or litigation, the Permanent Council shall not decide on the request but shall submit it to the General Assembly for consideration at its next regular session.
5.
That if the decision of the Permanent Council is in favor of the request, it shall inform the requesting state of its decision. The interested state shall inform the Chairman of the Permanent Council of the name of the person whom it is appointing to represent it as Permanent Observer, and also of the name or names of one or more alternates, if it wishes to appoint them. The Secretary General shall inform the other organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization on this matter and shall keep a register of the Permanent Observers.
6.
That the Permanent Council may review the permanent observer status granted to a state when it considers that the circumstances that determined the acceptance of its request have significantly changed or no longer obtain.
7.
That the Permanent Observers shall be understood to be accredited to all the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization, with the exception of the Specialized Organizations. Each of those organs, agencies, and entities may establish regulations to govern the presence and the manner of participation of the Permanent Observers in its affairs.
8.
That the accreditation of Permanent Observers to the Specialized Organizations shall be subject to such regulations as the latter may establish, taking into account such recommendations as the Permanent Council may make in this regard.
9.
That the cooperative relations between the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization and the governments of the states that have accredited Permanent Observers may be conducted through the latter.
10.
That this resolution shall take effect as of the date of its approval by this Council.
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