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DECLARATION OF LA PAZ

ON DECENTRALIZATION AND ON STRENGTHENING REGIONAL AND MUNICIPAL ADMINISTRATIONS AND PARTICIPATION OF CIVIL SOCIETY

(Adopted at the Fifth Plenary Session held on July 31, 2001)


We, the Ministers and High-Level Authorities responsible for policies on decentralization, local government and citizen participation of the Member States of the Organization of American States (OAS), gathered in La Paz, Bolivia, from July 29 to 31, 2001, 

CONSIDERING:

The commitments of the Heads of State and Government at the Summits of the Americas, as well as the OAS General Assembly mandates on state modernization and reform, strengthening regional and municipal administrations, promoting citizen participation in matters of public policy, and fostering dialogue and alliances between the public sector and civil society, which reflect the growing importance of these topics to the development and well-being of citizens in the Hemisphere;


That effective municipal and regional administrations, with active and informed participation by civil society, are building blocks of democracy and are essential for democratic governance and development in the states of the entire Hemisphere, in keeping with their respective traditions, cultures and priorities; 


That decentralization, support for local governments, training, and citizen participation are genuine instruments for carrying out many of the Summit mandates, such as those on state modernization, the struggle against poverty, productive development, strengthening of democracy, citizen security, education, health, citizen inclusion and participation, infrastructure, disaster management, the fight against corruption, environmental management and access to technology;


That the value of exchanges based on the ample information and skills produced throughout the region is a consequence of the various processes and experiences in each Member State;

That the intent to continue creating opportunities for consensus-building in our countries is aimed at achieving the broadest participation by all sectors involved in the design and implementation of decentralization and local democratic governance processes; and


That establishing a common frame of reference for the Hemisphere in the area of decentralization and citizen participation, through an institutionalized process of consultation and practical, useful measures, will facilitate inter-American cooperation, increasing its impact and its benefits for all Member States,


AGREE to the formation of the High-Level Inter-American Network on Decentralization, Local Government and Citizen Participation (RIAD), as a means of inter-American cooperation, the objectives of which will be, inter alia: 

1. To provide a periodic, institutionalized opportunity, in the OAS context, to enhance the exchange of skills, information, and experience in this area at the highest government level.

2. To develop general and strategic guidelines on the matter that can provide a reference point for the development and application of public policies to strengthen and guarantee the continuity of the decentralization process, local government and citizen participation.

3. To provide follow-up and systematic support for the implementation of mandates issued by the Summits of Heads of State and Government of the Americas in this area.

4. To promote activities with international, institutional, and/or private organizations, which may enable financing and cooperation for the use and incorporation of networks of experts, subregional and national forums, electronic and virtual links, horizontal technical advisory services, training courses and seminars, research and publications.

The Network will consist of the inter-American meeting, the activities of high government officials and experts, and implementation activities. 

The Network will connect high officials and experts from the ministries and government agencies responsible for decentralization and strengthening regional and municipal administrations, citizen participation and civil society.

The Network will promote a number of virtual networks, publicized as widely as possible and open to participation by all interested parties, so as to disseminate information on innovative programs conducted by Member States and to receive recommendations on processes that are under way.  This activity will receive special support from other institutions, such as the International Forum for Cooperation on Local Government in Latin America and the Caribbean.

The Network will have a chair pro tempore, held by the most recent host country of the Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities responsible for Policies on Decentralization, Local Government and Citizen Participation at the Municipal Level in the Hemisphere, and a vice-chair pro tempore, held by the next host country.  It will also have a technical secretariat, which function will be entrusted to the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy of the OAS General Secretariat. 

The Network will establish ties with other networks, whether academic or connected with associations of local governments or with cooperation agencies.

The Network will pay special attention, inter alia, to the following key areas and activities:

a. The process of formulating, designing, coordinating and executing public policies, which also incorporate a gender perspective, on strengthening decentralization, regional and municipal administrations, citizen participation and civil society;

b. The constitutional and legal framework governing relations among various levels of government;

c.
The transfer of responsibility from the central to the local level, including funding options and means of strengthening technical capabilities, and their impact on democratic governance; 
d.
Opportunities and mechanisms for citizen participation at the regional, municipal, and community levels, as well as policies and strategies for promoting them;

e.
Systems, technologies, professionalization, and civil service in local administration, and resources to guarantee their transparency and probity;

f. Dialogue and consensus-building among the various sectors interested and involved in processes of decentralization and of strengthening local government and citizen participation, including national and local officials, legislators, journalists, academics, entrepreneurs and representatives of civil society organizations;

g. Comparative studies on different levels of decentralization in the states of the region with other political variables, such as their unitary or federal nature and systems for electing their legislators and mayors;

h. Development of electronic connectivity for use by both central governments and regional and local governments, and their communication with civil society and with international agencies working in the area.

The Technical Secretariat will provide a dedicated Web site for the Network, which will include such relevant information as existing national and international legal instruments in the area, actions taken by governments and a roster of the Network members and experts.  Likewise, the Web site will make use of all state-of-the-art services to ensure the smooth operation of the Network.

In its activities, the Network will give special consideration to the recommendations of the Mayors’ Summits, the provisions of Agenda 21 of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) and the World Charter of Local Self-Government.

In its activities, the Network will also foster active ties with other networks that promote the objectives proposed herein, and in particular it will involve in its actions associations of municipalities, civil society, academia and congresses.

The Network will ask the Inter-American Development Bank, the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean, the World Bank, the Andean Development Corporation and other entities for special support in developing and implementing these mandates.

The Network will hold, at least every two years, an inter-American meeting of ministers and authorities at the highest level responsible for policies on decentralization, strengthening regional and municipal administrations and civil society, for the consideration and evaluation of activities in these areas and the identification of new areas of endeavor that would advance the aims and the tasks proposed herein.

WE RECOGNIZE the Organization of American States as the principal forum for inter-American dialogue among ministers and authorities at the highest level responsible for policies to be implemented in the various sectoral areas addressed at the Summits of the Americas as well as its essential role in promoting and consolidating democracy, and we request the Organization to lend all the necessary support for the implementation of the measures set forth in this declaration.

WE WELCOME the offer of the Government of Mexico to host the second meeting of ministers and high-level authorities responsible for policies on decentralization, local government and citizen participation at the municipal level in the Hemisphere.

WE EXPRESS APPRECIATION to the Government of the Republic of Bolivia, the host country, for its hospitality and its organization of the meeting, which ensured its success

Signed in La Paz on the thirty-first of July of the year 2001.
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