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The Permanent Council welcomed His Excellency Didier Opertti, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Uruguay.


The Minister of Foreign Affairs of Uruguay, in addition to emphasizing his recognition of the Organization of American States, referred to substantive changes on the agenda of the Organization in the context of international relations.  He spoke about the competence of the Organization to certify democratic systems.  In that regard, he indicated that the democracy clause of the Third Summit of the Americas, held in Quebec, Canada, would not have been possible without resolution AG/RES. 1080 (XXI-O/91), the Santiago Commitment to Democracy and the Renewal of the Inter-American System, and the Protocol of Amendment to the Charter of the Organization of American States, or “Protocol of Washington.”  He also pointed to the Organization’s achievements, especially its role in protecting democratic systems, in electoral observation, and in matters relating to the principle of nonintervention.  On the topic of civil society, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Uruguay stated that “our relationship with civil society should be civilized, coherent, and open.”  Lastly, he referred to “humanitarian interventions,” for which the United Nations Charter allows the use of force only in cases of legitimate defense, and stated “this is a topic that, in our view, must not be omitted from an Inter-American Democratic Charter, which should not fail to address potential situations in which the democratic system must be protected and the parameters of such protection.”

The Council took note of the statement by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Uruguay and thanked him for visiting the Permanent Council.

The text of the statement of His Excellency Didier Opertti, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Uruguay, is provided in document CP/ACTA 1273/01.
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