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The Permanent Mission of Mexico to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the Secretariat for Legal Affairs of the General Secretariat and, with respect to the Secretariat’s kind note OEA/Ser.G of March 6, has the honor of providing herewith the reply of the Government of Mexico to the questionnaire on the preparation of a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance, with a view to implementation of OAS General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 1712 (XXX-O/00).

The Permanent Mission of Mexico to the Organization of American States avails itself of the opportunity to renew to the Secretariat for Legal Affairs of the General Secretariat the assurances of its highest consideration. 

Washington, D.C. 
April 19, 2000
General Secretariat of the
Organization of American States
Secretariat for Legal Affairs
Washington, D.C.
REPLIES TO QUESTIONNAIRE

1.
Does your government believe that the situation in the countries of the Hemisphere calls for the preparation of an inter-American convention to prevent, punish, and eradicate racism, racial discrimination, and intolerance?
Yes.  The Government of Mexico is especially interested in maintaining a high degree of openness in the area of human rights, so it is vital to actively promote the preparation of a draft inter-American convention against racism, racial discrimination, and intolerance–one of the greatest possible scope in terms of implementing recommendations, since in many countries of the Hemisphere there are still no appropriate institutions to prevent such acts.
2.
If so, please indicate what items should be addressed by such a draft convention.  Some examples are:
· Condemn the different forms of discrimination prohibited by Article 3.1 of the Charter of the OAS and the American Convention on Human Rights, in which the States undertake to respect the fundamental rights of the individual;  YES
· Promote the observance of these standards, which brook no discrimination for reasons of race, color, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, economic status, birth, or any other social condition
;  YES
· Urge member states to enact national laws and policies in keeping with this Convention;  YES
· Other (please specify).  YES
It should also address the question of abuse of new communications technologies, like the Internet, to promote racial discrimination, xenophobia, and related forms of intolerance, and should encourage the use of these technologies to promote tolerance.
Consideration should also be given to providing, in this instrument, for some form of reparations or compensatory measures for victims of such acts.
3. Should the Convention include one or more specific mechanisms to ensure compliance with the standards established therein?
We believe the Convention should include the necessary mechanisms to ensure compliance with established rules; however, Mexico would like to see the instrument focus primarily on prevention.
4.
Do you consider that the standards currently in force, nationally and at the international level, already cover the above-mentioned categories?  If so, do you think there is any need for an enforcement mechanism?
Mexico has various regulations containing specific provisions on the subject.  Also, at the international level there are a number of instruments containing provisions against racism, racial discrimination, and intolerance, such as the 1963 United Nations Declaration, the 1965 International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, and others.  However, the Government of Mexico agrees with the Government of Brazil on the need for an international instrument of an operational nature–one that is broader in scope and addresses questions not dealt with in the existing documents.  Along those lines, the governments could implement those measures they consider most effective within each country, so as to improve on existing local law, which is inadequate.
Mexico believes it would be advisable to adopt some sort of mechanism to verify compliance with existing rules, which could be similar to the mechanism contained in the United Nations Convention.
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