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The Permanent Mission of Ecuador to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and has the honor of providing herewith the reply of Ecuador to the questionnaire prepared by the OAS General Secretariat on a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance.

The Permanent Mission of Ecuador to the Organization of American States avails itself of the opportunity to renew to the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs the assurances of its highest consideration. 

Washington, D.C.
April 16, 2000
THE CHAIR OF THE
COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS
ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
CITY
attachments
REPLY OF ECUADOR TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE ON THE PREPARATION OF 

A DRAFT INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION AGAINST RACISM AND

ALL FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION AND INTOLERANCE

1.
Does your government believe that the situation in the countries of the Hemisphere calls for the preparation of an inter-American convention to prevent, punish, and eradicate racism, racial discrimination, and intolerance?
Yes.
2.
If so, please indicate what items should be addressed by such a draft convention.  Some examples are:
· Condemn the different forms of discrimination prohibited by Article 3.1 of the Charter of the OAS and the American Convention on Human Rights, in which the States undertake to respect the fundamental rights of the individual;  YES
· Promote the observance of these standards, which brook no discrimination for reasons of race, color, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, economic status, birth, or any other social condition
;  YES
· Urge member states to enact national laws and policies in keeping with this Convention;  YES
· Other (please specify).
Urge the countries, if applicable, to officially recognize ethnic and cultural diversity within their borders.
Encourage economic and social development of ethnic minority groups.
Promote the creation or improvement, as applicable, of public agencies charged with the monitoring, control, and investigation of discriminatory practices; and strengthen the capacity of institutions devoted to receiving, analyzing, and ruling upon complaints of discrimination and intolerance.
Invest the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with the competence to receive allegations of discriminatory acts on the part of the state or its government agents once all domestic remedies established under national law have been exhausted.
3. By checking one or more boxes below, list the principal forms of discrimination that should be prevented, punished, and eradicated by means of an inter-American instrument.  The areas of concern to your country would relate to:
· Discrimination for reasons of race, ethnic origin, gender, language (including dialect); YES
· Discrimination regardless of migratory status; YES
· Discrimination in access to work, health care, and education; YES
· Discrimination for reasons of religion or creed; YES
· Other (please specify).
Discrimination against minority groups in connection with the freedom of association.
4. Should the Convention include one or more specific mechanisms to ensure compliance with the standards established therein?
Yes.
5.
Do you consider that the standards currently in force, nationally and at the international level, already cover the above-mentioned categories?  If so, do you think there is any need for an enforcement mechanism?
Yes.  However, the purpose of such a convention, with the incorporation of some of the replies indicated, would be to complement what already exists, and to address new circumstances in our region.  In addition to the competence of the Commission to hear cases of alleged violations of the rights that would be enshrined in the Convention, we should also not rule out the study of some mechanism to ensure the effective implementation of the commitments undertaken by the States Parties.
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