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Record of the regular meeting of August 13, 2001


The Permanent Council held a regular meeting to consider the matters on the order of business, document CP/OD-1288/01 rev. 1, corr. 1.


The Council welcomed the following ambassadors:

· Izben C. Williams, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis.

· Ramón A. Quiñones, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic.

· Roger Francisco Noriega, Permanent Representative of the United States.


The Council, in keeping with Article 25 of its Rules of Procedure, formed and installed the following permanent committees and elected their chairs:

1. Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs.  Chair:  Ambassador Raúl Alberto Ricardes, Permanent Representative of Argentina.

2. Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs.  Chair:  Ambassador Esteban Tomic Errázuriz, Permanent Representative of Chile.

3. Committee on Hemispheric Security.  Chair:  Juan Manuel Castulovich, Permanent Representative of Panama.

4. Committee on Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.  Chair:  Ellsworth John, Permanent Representative of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines.

In addition, the Council formally installed the Working Group to Study OAS Public Information Policy.  Its membership was left pending until an upcoming meeting.

After hearing the information presented by the Permanent Representative of Bolivia on the Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities Responsible for Policies on Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation at the Municipal Level in the Hemisphere
, the Council decided, in keeping with resolution CP/RES. 791 (1288/01), to reissue its request to the Special Committee on Inter-American Summits Management that it present to the Permanent Council, as soon as possible, the report on the results of that meeting and of any recommendations approved.


With respect to the Report of the General Secretariat Entitled ”Modification of Recruitment Benefits for New Staff to Correspond to Budgetary Limitations”(CP/doc.3506/01), the Council decided to transmit it to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs for consideration so that, in keeping with Article 34 of the Rules of Procedure, the Committee might report, with the appropriate degree of priority, on recommendations the Permanent Council might adopt on the matter.

In addition, the Permanent Council, after considering the Report of the Style Committee of the General Assembly at Its Thirty-First Regular Session (CP/doc.3509/01 rev. 1), decided to approve the following recommendations:
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That, pursuant to Article 28 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, and in keeping with their spirit, the Style Committee begin its review of the texts of the draft resolutions and declarations when they have been approved by the Permanent Council and/or by the General Committee of the General Assembly, prior to their adoption by the General Assembly at its corresponding plenary session.

2.
That, in keeping with the preceding paragraph, the Permanent Council reiterate its decision of September 5, 2000, that it would be advisable for the meetings to be attended by staff from the appropriate technical areas of the General Secretariat and attended regularly by the Secretariat for Legal Affairs, so that they might respond to any questions and observations raised during the review of the resolutions and declarations adopted by the General Assembly, as well as by the reference specialist from the Secretariat of Conferences and Meetings.
3.
That the first preambular paragraph of the text of resolution AG/RES. 1838 (XXXI-O/01), “Resolution of San José, Costa Rica – Inter-American Democratic Charter” in Portuguese be amended for consistency with the corresponding text in the Declaration of Quebec City, adopted by the Heads of State and Government at the Third Summit of the Americas.

Accordingly, the Style Committee of the General Assembly at its twenty-eighth special session was formed so that, in keeping with Article 28, it might review the text of the Draft Inter-American Democratic Charter before its adoption at the special session of the General Assembly.

The minutes of the meetings of November 22 and December 1, 2000 (CP/ACTA 1256/00 and CP/ACTA 1257/00) were adopted.

A transcript of the presentations and statements made by the delegates at this meeting is provided in document CP/ACTA 1288/01.
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