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Record of the special meeting of October 31, 2001


The Permanent Council held a special meeting to consider the matters listed on the order of business, document CP/OD-1298/01.

In memoriam


The Council expressed its condolences to the people and Government of Suriname on the death of Mr. Jaggernath Lachmon, who had served as President of that country’s parliament.

Welcome to the new Permanent Representative of Suriname


The Permanent Council welcomed Ambassador Henry Illes, Permanent Representative of Suriname to the Organization of American States.

OAS ACTIVITIES RELATING TO THE EVENTS OF SEPTEMBER 11, 2001

The Permanent Council began its consideration of activities carried out by the OAS in response to the events of September 11, 2001.  The Council heard a presentation by the Council Chair, in which, among other matters, he pointed to the declaration adopted by the ministers of foreign affairs and heads of delegation at the twenty-seventh special session of the General Assembly [AG/DEC. 1 (XXVIII-E/01)], in which they expressed their “deepest repudiation of the terrorist acts perpetrated in several cities of the United States of America … .”

In addition, the Chair of the Council referred to the resolution "Strengthening Hemispheric Cooperation to Prevent, Combat, and Eliminate Terrorism," adopted at the Twenty-third Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs on September 21, 2001 (RC.23/RES. 1/01. rev.1), which, inter alia, convened a meeting of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism "so that it may identify urgent actions aimed at strengthening inter-American cooperation to prevent, combat, and eliminate terrorism in the Hemisphere" and entrusted the Permanent Council with "preparing a draft Inter-American Convention against Terrorism with a view to presenting it to the OAS General Assembly at its next regular session … ."

{0>»
The Council Chair also pointed to the resolution "Terrorist Threat to the Americas" (RC.24/RES.1/01 rev.  1), adopted at the Twenty-fourth Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs on September 21, 2001, which, inter alia, entrusted the Permanent Council with "taking appropriate measures for implementing resolution RC.23/RES. 1/01 … .”
The Council Chair referred to the socioeconomic impact of those terrorist acts on the countries of the Hemisphere, especially the smaller and more vulnerable economies, where poverty is on the rise, trade is affected, and social agendas concerning health and education are also affected.

The Council also took note of additional information presented by the Secretary General of the Organization and by Dr. Enrique Iglesias, President of the Inter-American Development Bank.

Consideration of the social and economic impact on the member states, in particular the smaller and more vulnerable economies
After hearing the observations of the delegations on this topic, the Permanent Council adopted resolution CP/RES. 799 (1298/01), entitled "The Social and Economic Impact of the Terrorist Acts of September 11, 2001 on Member States and the Damage Done Especially to the More Vulnerable and Smaller Economies," whose operative paragraphs read:


1.
To request the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, within the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development for 2002-2005, to intensify efforts to assist member states in confronting the adverse economic effects of the terrorist acts of September 11, 2001 and in the implementation of measures aimed at improving economic and social conditions, reducing poverty and facilitating high quality education within the Hemisphere.


2.
To recommend that CEPCIDI direct the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD) to present proposals, within its area of competence, to implement measures to improve social and economic conditions, create economic opportunities, reduce poverty and provide quality education throughout the Americas.


3.
To instruct the Secretary General to convene, at the earliest possible opportunity, a meeting of the Committee to Coordinate Cooperation Programs of the Inter-American System, established by AG/RES. 1666 (XXIX-O/99), in order to promote the development of a package of socio-economic assistance for the recovery of member states, with special attention to the needs of member states with more vulnerable and smaller economies.


4.
To instruct the Secretary General to direct the Units and Offices within the GS/OAS that taking into account the activities of the IACD they present proposals that will have the effect of contributing to the acceleration of economic recovery within member states, with special attention to the needs of member states with more vulnerable and smaller economies.


5.
To seek the support of the inter-American agencies, particularly the Inter-American Development Bank, the Pan American Health Organization, the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation in Agriculture and of the United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean for the purpose of facilitating a swift economic recovery of member states, with special attention to the more vulnerable and smaller economies. 


6.
To endorse the conclusions reached at the XXIV Meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) relating to the implementation of the mandates of the Summits of the Americas in light of the events of September 11, 2001 and to offer its collaboration to the SIRG in addressing the common issues on their institutional agendas.


7.
To request member states to engage in increased horizontal cooperation among themselves in order to ensure more rapid economic growth.


8.
To keep this matter under advisement and to request the Secretary General to inform this Council by January 15, 2002 on the implementation of this resolution.
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The presentations and statements made during this regular meeting are transcribed in document CP/ACTA 1298/01.
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