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Record of the regular meeting of December 10, 2001

The Permanent Council held a regular meeting to consider the items listed on the order of business, document CP/OD-1302/01.

1. Report and recommendations: Restructuring the OAS to address the challenges of the Summit process in response to resolutions AG/RES. 1812, 1824, 1836, and 1839 (XXXI-O/01)
Bearing in mind that the General Assembly, in resolution AG/RES. 1836 (XXXI-O/01), entrusted the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs and the Special Committee on Inter-American Summits Management, with making recommendations on the modernization of the OAS and the renewal of the inter-American system, and taking into account the comments made by delegations on the matter, the Council decided to establish a joint working group made up of the two committees, which would be open to all delegations, to examine the topic on the basis of the aforementioned resolution and the report presented by the General Secretariat (CP/doc.3537/01). 

It was also decided that the Working Group would be co-chaired by the Permanent Representative of Chile, Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, and the Permanent Representative of Canada, Chair of the Special Committee on Inter-American Summits Management.

2. The OAS’ Financial Condition:  Crisis to Choices
The Council forwarded to the Joint Working Group identified in paragraph 1 above the report presented by the General Secretariat, “The OAS’ Financial Condition:  Crisis to Choices.” 

3. Oral report by the Chief of the Electoral Observation Mission in Honduras, 2001

The Council took note of the information presented by the Chief of the Electoral Observation Mission in Honduras and of the observations made by the Permanent Representative of that country.

4. Request from the Government of the Republic of Estonia to be granted the status of permanent observer to the Organization

The Council transmitted to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs for consideration the request by the Government of the Republic of Estonia to be granted the status of permanent observer to the OAS.

5. Special guests to the Sixth Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP-VI)

Pursuant to Article 8 of the Rules of Procedure for the Sixth Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP VI), approved by resolution CP/RES. 800 (1299/01), the Council decided to authorize the OAS Secretary General to extend the corresponding invitations to the individuals mentioned in that document.
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6. Oral report by the Permanent Representative of Guyana on the NETO/EDSAT Planning Team Video Conference

The Council took note of the information presented by the Permanent Representative of Guyana on the NETO/EDSAT Planning Team Video Conference, held in Washington, D.C., on November 27, 2001.

7. Oral report by the Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs on the draft resolution “Update of Costs of Conferences and Meetings Funded by the OAS”

Bearing in mind the comments made by some delegations, the Council decided to resubmit to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs for consideration the draft resolution “Update of Costs of Conferences and Meetings Funded by the OAS.”

8. Adoption of minutes

The Council adopted the minutes of the meetings held on March 28 and April 24, 2001 (CP/ACTA 1269/01 and CP/ACTA 1273/01).

The presentations and statements made during this regular meeting are transcribed in document CP/ACTA 1302/01.
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