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Record of the regular meeting of February 13, 2002

The Permanent Council held a regular meeting to consider the items on the order of business, document CP/OD-1307/02.

In memoriam

The Council expressed its condolences to the people and Government of Guatemala on the recent death of Juan Francisco Alfaro, former Minister of Labor of Guatemala.

It also observed a moment of silence in tribute to the Spanish writer Camilo José Cela, winner of the Nobel Prize for Literature.

1. Planning of meetings of the Permanent Council and its committees and working groups in 2002

Taking account of the observations made by the delegations during consideration of the report on this subject (CP/doc.3543/02 corr. 1), the Permanent Council adopted the following suggestions: 

· Include items on the orders of business of meetings only when documents have been distributed in the corresponding languages 72 hours in advance.

· Avoid simultaneous meetings of subcommittees and/or working groups of any one committee.  No meetings will be scheduled for Fridays.

· Use contracted interpretation services in both the morning and the afternoon of the same day.

· Call meetings to order when one third of the representatives making up each body are present.

· Meetings are to last no more than three hours.

· Distribute summary minutes of the meetings of the Permanent Council and its committees and working groups within the 72 hours following those meetings.

· Include in the work plans of the Permanent Council and its committees and working groups timetables for presentation of documents and/or reports.

· Establish special committees and/or working groups only to perform mandates of a temporary nature not assigned to other bodies.

· Reports will not contain compilations of earlier documents.

· Issue observations and recommendations of the Permanent Council only on reports presented within the statutory deadlines.

· Congratulations and condolences expressed by the chair on behalf of all members should not be reiterated by delegations.  By the same token, the delegation in question will respond in a concise fashion.

· Refer to the General Committee the consideration of the annual reports of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization. 

It was decided to postpone until a future meeting the consideration of certain suggestions made by the delegations.

2. Report of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on the request of the Government of the Republic of Estonia to be granted the status of permanent observer to the Organization

By resolution CP/RES. 808 (1307/02), the Permanent Council granted the Republic of Estonia the status of permanent observer to the Organization of American States.

3. Report of the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on the draft agenda and draft schedule of the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-IV)

The Permanent Council took note of the report of the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CP/CAJP-1872/02) on the draft agenda and draft schedule of the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas and, in resolution CP/RES. 809 (1307/02), approved the agenda for that meeting.

4. Update of Costs of Conferences and Meetings Funded by the OAS

After hearing the presentation given by the Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs on the update of costs of conferences and meetings funded by the OAS (CP/CAAP-2599/02), the Permanent Council adopted resolution CP/RES. 807 (1307/02), whose operative paragraphs read:


1.
To reiterate that the Regular Fund shall only be used to defray the costs of conferences and meetings already programmed in the budget of the Organization, regardless of whether the allocation refers to a meeting at headquarters or away from headquarters, and provided that the amounts do not exceed those outlined in operative paragraph 7.  Any additional cost or cost not covered by the Regular Fund must be met out of external funds or by the host country.


2.
To instruct the General Secretariat to duly specify in every agreement into which it enters with governments of countries interested in hosting meetings of the Organization the financial commitments to be assumed by the Organization, those which the host country agrees to cover, and those which will be covered by external funds. Specific external funds for the meeting and those deposited with the General Secretariat by the host country, in keeping with the agreement concluded, shall be administered by the General Secretariat and must be deposited with the General Secretariat at least 60 days before the beginning of the meeting. Should such resources not be deposited with the General Secretariat by the above deadline, the meeting shall be held at headquarters.


3.
To instruct the General Secretariat, when preparing the agreement, to use as a basis the amounts set forth in the specific items of expenditure envisaged in the “meeting models” contained in the document “Updating of Resolution CP/RES. 768 (1234/00)” (CP/CAAP-2578/01), which are attached to this resolution. Any additional amount exceeding those resources approved by the General Assembly or the Permanent Council, in accordance with operative paragraph 7 of this resolution, shall be used exclusively to cover the travel costs of personnel of the Secretariat for Conferences and Meetings assigned to the meeting.


4.
To establish that for meetings funded by program-budget items 10A (General Assembly), 10E (Secretariat of the General Assembly, the Meeting of Consultation, and the Permanent Council), 10G (Secretariat for Conferences and Meetings), 10K (Meetings of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, ministerial meetings, and the inter-American committees), and 10W (OAS conferences):

a.
The Secretariat for Conferences and Meetings shall administer all funds allotted for holding meetings both at headquarters and away from headquarters, including additional amounts deposited with the General Secretariat coming from the host country or from external resources to cover additional expenses. 

b.
The General Secretariat shall administer each meeting as a specific project of the Secretariat for Conferences and Meetings.
c.
Regular Fund resources, resources contributed by the host country, and external resources deposited with the General Secretariat shall be used in accordance with the execution plan prepared to that end.


d.
The General Secretariat shall not transfer or assign the execution of funds to officials in the host country.

5.
To establish that the Secretariat for Conferences and Meetings may provide services and support for other meetings of OAS bodies that are not funded under the program-budget items specified in operative paragraph 4 of this resolution, in accordance with the terms and conditions established by the Director of that Secretariat, provided that funds are available for that purpose.

6.
To reaffirm that if a member state offers to host a meeting which initially should have been held in Washington, D.C., any additional cost of said meeting shall be defrayed by the member state or with external funds.
7.
To instruct the General Secretariat to base the preparation of the proposed budget for any conference or meeting on a maximum of US$15,662 at headquarters and a maximum of US$23,222 away from Washington, D.C., for a one-day meeting, a maximum of US$23,113 at headquarters and a maximum of US$31,313 away from Washington, D.C., for a two-day meeting, and a maximum of US$30,511 at headquarters and a maximum of US$39,351 away from Washington, D.C., for a three-day meeting, in accordance with the guidelines contained in the document “Updating of Resolution CP/RES. 768 (1234/00)” (CP/CAAP-2578/01); and that these amounts should be used to allocate the funds under subprogram 10W, “Programmed OAS Conferences,” of the program-budget adopted by the General Assembly for 2002.

8.
To establish that Regular Fund appropriations shall be used to cover the travel expenses of member state representatives who have been appointed, on a case-by-case basis, by the competent authority, to perform duties on behalf of the Organization.  In those cases, travel costs should be identified from funds of the Secretary General or the Permanent Council

9.
To instruct the General Secretariat to review annually the costs outlined in operative paragraph 7, and to report to the Permanent Council before November 30 of each year on whether they should be updated.  These estimated costs would then be incorporated into the budgeting system and the various areas of the Organization will take them into account when estimating the costs of their meetings and conferences.

10.
To confirm that no meeting of the Organization directly funded by the Regular Fund should last more than three days.  When an exception is requested, the Secretariat for Conferences and Meetings shall prepare for the approval of the Permanent Council’s Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs a meeting budget based on actual anticipated costs.  It shall then be necessary to obtain approval by the Permanent Council upon recommendation from the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs. 

5. Proposal subprogram 10W – OAS conferences – approved 2002 program-budget 

The Council endorsed the recommendations made by the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs on the following criteria for funding OAS meetings and conferences under subprogram 10W:

1. Meetings approved by the General Assembly, with fixed dates established, and complying with the requirements for funding under Subprogram 10W.

2. Meetings approved by the General Assembly without fixed dates established and complying with the requirements for funding under Subprogram 10W.

3. Mandates which do not meet the requirements for funding under Subprogram 10W. 

6. Report of the General Secretariat on the status of quota payments to the Regular Fund as of December 31, 2001

Note was taken of the status of quota payments to the OAS Regular Fund as of December 31, 2001 (CP/doc.3546/02 corr. 1).

7. Adoption of the minutes

The minutes of the meeting of May 2, 2001 (CP/ACTA-1275/01) were adopted.
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The presentations and statements made during this regular meeting are transcribed in document CP/ACTA 1307/02.
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