- 3 -


[image: image1.wmf]PERMANENT COUNCIL

OEA/Ser.G

CP/SA.1308/02

3 April 2002

Original: Spanish

Limited distribution

Record of the meeting held on February 27, 2002

The Permanent Council held a regular meeting on February 27, 2002, to consider the items listed on the order of business, document CP/OD-1308/02.

In memoriam

The Permanent Council expressed its condolences to the people and Government of Bolivia on the tragic human consequences of the natural disaster that occurred recently in La Paz.   It also urged the governments of the member states and permanent observers to continue to lend cooperation and support for reconstruction of the city and recovery of the losses suffered by those affected.
Commemoration of the birth of General George Washington

The Chair of the Permanent Council recognized the 270th anniversary of the birth of General George Washington, first president of the United States of America. 

Adoption of the order of business

The Permanent Council adopted the order of business, document CP/OD-1308/02.

1. Report of the Secretary General on the strategy for disseminating the Inter-American Democratic Charter

The Permanent Council began its consideration of the document presented by the Secretary General on the strategy for disseminating the Inter-American Democratic Charter (CP/doc.3550/02).

On that topic, it was decided:

a. To keep the topic of the Inter-American Democratic Charter at the Permanent Council level;
b. To thank the Secretary General for preparing the report and invite him to present his comments and suggestions on the subject at an upcoming meeting;
c. To refer the report of the Secretary General on the strategy for disseminating the Inter-American Democratic Charter to the Working Group on Representative Democracy of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs for study, while keeping the topic at the Permanent Council level;

d. To request the member state governments to kindly present in writing, at their earliest convenience, suggestions and observations on the document presented by the Secretary General, with a view to its continued consideration in the aforementioned Working Group and the Permanent Council, when appropriate;
e. That recommendations agreed upon at the level of the Working Group on Representative Democracy and the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs should be placed before the Permanent Council as soon as possible;

f. That work should continue on compiling the statements made by delegations during preparations for the Inter-American Democratic Charter, bearing in mind the pertinent provisions of Article 65.2 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council; 
g. To emphasize the importance of publishing the text of the Inter-American Democratic Charter in a format that will be easy to disseminate;

h. That a meeting will be held to commemorate the adoption of the Inter-American Democratic Charter and that the General Secretariat will be authorized to take the necessary measures to organize it.  
2. Consideration of the annual report of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) and the annual report of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL)

After noting that the annual reports of the CIM (CP/doc.3548/02) and CITEL (CP/doc.3549/02) had been submitted on time (Article 35 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council), the Council decided to refer them to the General Committee for study.   

3. Note from the President of the Latin American and Caribbean Organization of Supreme Audit Institutions (OLACEFS)

The Council considered the note from the Latin American and Caribbean Organization of Supreme Audit Institutions (CP/INF.4634/02), which proposed a meeting between the OAS, the presidents of the Supreme Courts of Justice, and the heads and high officials of institutions constitutionally responsible for instituting legal action by the state
 in the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean.  The purpose of the meeting would be to strengthen efforts to fight corruption in the context of the inter-American convention on that subject.
The Council decided to support the promotion of such a meeting and to instruct the General Secretariat to take the necessary measures to that end.  Also, and without prejudice to those decisions, the Council instructed the Working Group on Probity and Public Ethics of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs to follow up on the necessary measures to promote the meeting.
4. Adoption of minutes

The Council adopted the minutes of the meetings of February 9, March 23, and August 29, 2001 (CP/ACTA 1276/01, CP/ACTA 1278/01, and CP/ACTA 1291/01, respectively).

5.
Other business
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The Council heard a statement by the Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic in connection with the anniversary of his country’s independence and the remarks of the permanent representatives of Nicaragua, Haiti, Bolivia, and Belize.

The Council bade farewell to Ambassador Diego Abente Brun, Permanent Representative of Paraguay, who had been appointed Minister of Justice of that country.

The presentations and statements made during this regular meeting are transcribed in document CP/ACTA 1308/02.
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