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Record of the meeting held on March 13, 2002

The Permanent Council held a regular meeting to consider the items listed on the order of business, document CP/OD-1309/02.

1. Report of the Chair on the rules governing the modus operandi of the Permanent Council (CP/doc.3553/02)

The Council considered the report presented by the Chair and after taking into account the observations made by the delegations, decided, as proposed by the Chair, to withdraw said document and consider it a subsequent meeting of the Council.

[image: image2.wmf]PERMANENT COUNCIL

2.
Report of the Committee on Hemispheric Security regarding the recommendations of the Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR) (CP/CSH-433/02 rev.1)

The Permanent Council took note of the report presented by Ambassador Manuel Castulovich,, Permanent Representative of Panama and Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, regarding the recommendations of the Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR) and agreed to endorse those recommendations.  


In addition, it was agreed that the corresponding draft resolution regarding the recommendations requiring action by the General Assembly would be presented at a subsequent meeting of the Council.

3.
Report of the Chair of the Committee on Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities transmitting the recommendations of the Committee on requests for participation pursuant to Article 6 of the Guidelines (CP/CSC-85/02) 
The Permanent Council took note of the report presented by Ambassador Ellsworth John, Permanent Representative of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines and Chair of the Committee on Civil Society participation in OAS Activities.  In his presentation, the Chair of the Committee reported that he was withdrawing the recommendation concerning the organization “Capital Americana de la Cultura.”  The delegation of Ecuador requested that its position on the whole subject be placed on record.  After listening to the delegations and pursuant to Article 6 of the Guidelines, the Council decided to register the following civil society organizations and to authorize their participation in OAS activities.

· International Federation of Consular Corps and Associations (CP/CSC-64/01)

· The Centre on Housing Rights and Evictions (CP/CSC-51/01)
· Ibero-American Union of Municipal Leaders (CP/CSC-76/02)

· Center for Human Rights and the Environment (CEDHA) (CP/CSC-79/02)

· The Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) (CP/CSC-80/02)

· International Service for Human Rights (SIDH) (CP/CSC-81/02)

· Civic Citizen Participation Movement (CP/CSC-82/02)

· Transparency International (CP/CSC-71/02)

· Transparency International - USA (CP/CSC-73/02)

4.
Oral report by the Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs on the draft resolution “Mobilization Allowance – Modification of Staff Rules” (CP/CAAP-2603/02 rev. 1)
Following the presentation by Ambassador Peter DeShazo, Alternate Representative of the United States and Vice Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, the Permanent Council considered and approved draft resolution “Mobilization Allowance – Modification of Staff Rules” [CP/RES. 810 (1309/02)].
5.
Oral report of the Assistant Secretary General on the Special Mission of the Organization of American States to Strengthen Democracy in Haiti (CP/INF.4644/02 corr. 1)

After congratulating the Secretary General and the Assistant Secretary General on the signing of the agreement between the Government of the Republic of Haiti and the OAS General Secretariat, the Permanent Council took note of the presentation of the Report by the Assistant Secretary General, Ambassador Luigi R. Einaudi, and of the presentation by Ambassador Raymond Valcin, Permanent Representative of Haiti to the OAS.

Likewise it was noted that, pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 806 (1303/02) corr. 1, approved on January 16, 2002, the Permanent Council will include as a topic on the agenda of a subsequent meeting the report on implementation of said resolution.

6.
Oral report of the head of the OAS electoral observation mission for the elections of the autonomous regional councils in Atlántico Norte and Atlántico Sur of the Republic of Nicaragua (2002)

The Permanent Council took note of the preliminary report presented by the Head of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission covering the elections in Nicaragua and of the presentation by Ambassador Lombardo Martínez Cabezas, Permanent Representative of Nicaragua.

7.
Report on budgetary execution and the transfer of appropriations between chapters of the Regular Fund, January 1, 2001 to December 31, 2001 (CP/doc.3552/02)

The Permanent Council thanked the General Secretariat for presenting the report and agreed to take note of it.

8.
Adoption of minutes

The Council adopted the minutes of the meetings of May 16, May 25, and August 27, 2001 (CP/ACTA 1277/01, CP/ACTA 1280/01 and CP/ACTA 1290/01), respectively.

9.
Other business


a.
Request by the delegation of Panama


The delegation of Panama requested that the composition of the Working Group to Study Public Information Policy instituted by the Permanent Council at its meeting of August 13, 2001 be included in the order of business of an upcoming meeting of the Council.


b.
Dates of the CIFTA meeting

Ambassador Miguel Ruiz Cabañas, Permanent Representative of Mexico and pro tempore Secretary of the Consultative Committee of the Inter-American Convention against Illicit Trafficking in Firearms (CIFTA), announced that the next meeting of CIFTA would take place in Washington, D.C. on May 2 and 3. He requested that the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs study this matter with a view to allocating the necessary funds. 

c.
Farewell ceremony for the Ambassador of Argentina
The Permanent Council bade farewell to Ambassador Raúl Ricardes, Permanent Representative of Argentina to the OAS.

The presentations and statements made during this regular meeting are transcribed in document CP/ACTA 1309/02.
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