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Record of the meeting held on March 27, 2002

The Permanent Council held a regular meeting to consider the items listed on the draft order of business, document CP/OD-1310/02.

Order of business

The Council adopted the order of business, agreeing to include the following topics:

a.
Item 5.  Oral report of the Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs on funding for the CIFTA meeting.
b.
Item 6. Oral report of the Permanent Representative of Canada on the SIRG meeting.
This order of business was published later as document CP/OD-1310/02 rev. 1.

In memoriam

The Council expressed its condolences to the people and Government of Colombia on the murder of Monsignor Isaías Duarte Cancino, Archbishop of Cali, on March 16.

The Council also expressed its condolences to the people and Government of Peru concerning the victims of the terrorist attack carried out in Lima on Thursday, March 21.

1. Approval of the “Operating Standards to Govern the Functioning of the Permanent Council” (CP/doc.3553/02) rev.1)
The Council considered the report of the Chair of Council on the Operating Standards to Govern the Functioning of the Permanent Council and decided:

A.
To adopt, by consensus, the following standards:

a. Except in exceptional circumstances, the order of business shall include only matters for which the documentation has been distributed 72 hours prior to the meeting.

b. The convening of simultaneous meetings of subcommittees and working groups of the same committee shall be avoided.

c. Meetings to coordinate and prepare the weekly work agendas shall be held, preferably, on Fridays.   Consequently, if possible, meetings of the Permanent Council or its committees and working groups shall not be scheduled for that day.
d. Morning and afternoon meetings shall be scheduled in order to make appropriate use of interpretation services.

e. Meetings shall last no longer than three hours maximum.

f. Statements by members of the Council and officials participating in its meetings shall be limited to 10 minutes, unless the Council considers that a prudent prolongation of the time period is necessary.  The Chair shall adopt the measures he considers advisable to comply with this provision.
g. The minutes of Permanent Council meetings, and summaries of committee and working group meetings, shall be distributed within 72 hours following the corresponding meeting.

h. The annual work programs of the Permanent Council and its committees and working groups shall include schedules for the presentation of documents and reports for its consideration.

i. Special committees and/or working groups shall be established to carry out temporary mandates that have not been assigned to other bodies.

j. Reports shall not include compendia of earlier documents nor quotations and/or references that are extraneous.

k. The Permanent Council shall formulate observations and recommendations regarding the annual reports referred to in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter only when they are presented within the prescribed time frames.

l. The Permanent Council shall consider reports from the operational units of the General Secretariat only after at least 15 days have transpired since their distribution to the missions.  The officials responsible for the operational units shall attend the relevant meetings in order to provide information or any clarifications or explanations that may be requested of them.
m. The congratulations or condolences expressed by the Chair on behalf of all the members of the Permanent Council shall not be repeated by the delegations.  When bidding farewell to permanent representatives, the subregional group coordinators shall take the floor in addition to the Chair of the Permanent Council.  These remarks shall not be repeated by the delegations.

n. Meetings of the Permanent Council, committees, and working groups shall be declared opened when one third of the members are present.  The prescribed quorum shall be required for decision-making.
o. When deemed appropriate, subregional groups may express their positions through their respective coordinators or the spokespersons they may select. 
p. To transmit to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs the standards set out in the previous paragraph for incorporation into the appropriate articles of the Draft Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council when regulatory provisions are involved, and for inclusion as an appendix to that draft in the case of provisions that are purely operational in nature. 

2. Report of the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs to the Permanent Council on the report of the Chair of the Working Group on Representative Democracy (CP/CAJP-1889/02)
The Council considered the report of the Chair of the Working Group on Representative Democracy presented by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and decided to express appreciation for the report; approve the work plan of the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD) for 2002; and take note of the quarterly report of the UPD for the period from July 1 to September 30, 2001.

3. Oral report of the Chair of the Committee on Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities on the special meeting held on March 22, 2002

The Permanent Council took note of the information presented by Ambassador Ellsworth I. A. John, Permanent Representative of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, who, as Chair of the Committee on Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, reported on the special meeting held on March 22, 2002, pursuant to a mandate issued by the General Assembly in its resolution AG/RES. 1834 (XXXI-O/01) .
4. Oral report of the Permanent Representative of Mexico on the Mexico anti-corruption conference (April 15-19, 2002)


The Council took note of the information presented by Ambassador Miguel Ruiz-Cabañas, Permanent Representative of Mexico, on the Mexico anti-corruption conference, to be held from April 15 to 19, 2002.


The Council also took note of the additional information presented by the representative of the Trust for the Americas.

5. Oral report of the Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs on funding for the CIFTA meeting

After hearing the presentation by the Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, the Council decided to approve the recommendations presented on resources for funding the next CIFTA meeting. 

6. Oral report by the Ambassador of Canada to the OAS on the SIRG

The Permanent Council took note of the information presented by Ambassador Paul D. Durán, Permanent Representative of Canada, on the 25th meeting of the SIRG.

7. Election of one member of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to fill the vacancy occurring with the resignation of Dr. Diego García-Sayán Larraburre (CP/INF.4633/02 and CP/doc.3561/02)/

The Permanent Council, in accordance with Article 41 of the Statute of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, by acclamation, elected Mr. Susana Villarán de la Puente, whose candidacy was presented by the Government of Peru, to fill the vacancy occurring upon the resignation of His Excellency Diego García-Sayán Larraburre, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Peru. 

8. Election of the Chair of the Working Group on Public Information Policy
The Permanent Council, by acclamation, elected Ambassador Blasco Peñaherrera, Permanent Representative of Ecuador, to serve as Chair of the Working Group of the Permanent Council on Public Information Policy.

9. Other business
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The Chair reported on the distribution of the minutes of the Permanent Council meeting of May 30, 2001 (CP/ACTA 1281/01).

The Permanent Representative of Mexico spoke on the conclusion of the work of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft Inter-American Convention against Terrorism.
The Permanent Representative of Peru reported on the special meeting of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
The presentations and statements made during this regular meeting are transcribed in document CP/ACTA 1310/01.

� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP09644E03�








�.	Under Article 11 of the Statute of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights: 	“1.  When a vacancy occurs for reasons other than the normal completion of a member's term of office, the Chairman of the Commission shall immediately notify the Secretary General of the Organization, who shall in turn inform the member states of the Organization. 2. In order to fill vacancies, each government may propose a candidate within a period of 30 days from the date of receipt of the Secretary General's communication that a vacancy has occurred.  3.  The Secretary General shall prepare an alphabetical list of the candidates and shall transmit it to the Permanent Council of the Organization, which shall fill the vacancy.  4. When the term of office is due to expire within six months following the date on which a vacancy occurs, the vacancy shall not be filled.”
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