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Record of the meeting held on April 5, 2002

The Permanent Council held a regular meeting to consider the items listed on the draft order of business, document CP/OD-1312/02.

Order of business

With the addition of item 2, “Presentation by Dr. Salvador de Lara, Director General of International Economic Negotiation of the Secretariat of Foreign Affairs of Mexico, on the Conference on Development Finance held in Monterrey, Mexico,” the order of business was adopted. It was published subsequently as document CP/OD-1312/02 rev. 1.

Address by the Chair

As this was the first regular meeting she would direct as Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Margarita Escobar, Permanent Representative of El Salvador, gave an address stressing, among other topics, the Council’s primary responsibility of concluding preparatory work for the thirty-second regular session of the General Assembly.  She also referred to the importance of promoting and protecting human rights and strengthening the human rights protection bodies; migration and the design of an inter-American program to safeguard the rights of migrant workers; integration and the establishment of a Free Trade Area of the Americas as a primary tool for fighting poverty and building democracy; the fight against terrorism; and the possibility of adopting the Draft Inter-American Convention against Terrorism at the General Assembly session in Barbados. 

Presentation of a gavel

The Permanent Council presented the customary gavel to Ambassador Blasco Peñaherrera, Permanent Representative of Ecuador, in recognition of his service as Chair of the Permanent Council from January 1 to March 31, 2002.

Welcome to the new ambassador of the Argentine Republic

The Council cordially welcomed Ambassador Rodolfo Hugo Gil, Permanent Representative of Argentina.

1. First provisional report on fulfillment of Permanent Council resolution CP/RES. 806 (1303/02), on the situation in Haiti (CP/doc.3567/02)
The OAS Secretary General presented to the Permanent Council the first provisional report on the situation in Haiti, pertaining to efforts the General Secretariat has been conducting in accordance with resolution CP/RES. 806 (1303/02).

The Permanent Council took note of the report and of the observations made by the delegations.  It decided to await the final report on the situation in Haiti that was to be presented to the General Assembly for consideration at its thirty-second regular session; it thanked the governments that had made contributions to fund the mission; and it urged the delegations and permanent observers to make contributions to the mission insofar as possible. 
2. Presentation by Dr. Salvador de Lara, Director General of International Economic Negotiation of the Secretariat of Foreign Affairs of Mexico

The Permanent Council heard the statement by Dr. Salvador de Lara, Director General of International Economic Negotiation of the Secretariat of Foreign Affairs of Mexico, on the Conference on Development Finance held in Monterrey, Mexico.

The Council decided to take note of Dr. Salvador de Lara’s presentation and thank him.   It also decided that the Permanent Council should coordinate with CEPCIDI in determining how to follow up on the results of the Conference on Development Finance.

3. Referral of documents to Permanent Council committees

The Council decided to refer to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs for consideration the following documents:

a. Request from the Government of the Slovak Republic to be granted the status of permanent observer to the Organization of American States (CP/doc.3558/02);
b. Request from the Government of Georgia to be granted the status of permanent observer to the Organization of American States (CP/doc.3560/02);
c. Final Act of the Sixth Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP-VI) (CIDIP-VI/doc.24/02 rev. 2); and
d. Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Racial Discrimination and Intolerance (CP/doc.3559/02).
4. Adoption of minutes

The Council adopted the minutes of the meeting of May 30, 2001 (CP/ACTA 1281/01).

5. Presentation and consideration of the work plan of the Chair of the Permanent Council
The Chair of the Permanent Council presented for consideration a tentative schedule of meetings and agendas for the months of April and May, with a view to timely and appropriate consideration of the matters that were to be presented to the General Assembly for consideration at its thirty-second regular session.

The Council took note of the work plan and, without prejudice to any future changes that might become necessary, decided to establish a deadline of May 15 for concluding its consideration of all matters to be presented to the Assembly for consideration at that session.
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6. Other business

The Permanent Council expressed its sorrow and observed a moment of silence in memory of the distinguished United States diplomat Mr. Owen Lee, who had served as alternate representative of that country to the Organization.
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