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The Permanent Council held a special meeting on April 13, 2002, at the request of the Permanent Missions of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, and Uruguay, for a collective assessment of the situation in Venezuela and adoption of any decisions it might deem appropriate, in accordance with Article 20 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter.


The Council adopted resolution CP/RES. 811 (1315/02), “Situation in Venezuela,” the operative paragraphs of which read:

1. To condemn the alteration of constitutional order in Venezuela.

2. To condemn the deplorable acts of violence that have led to the loss of human life.

3. To express solidarity with the people of Venezuela, and support their resolve to re-establish full democracy, with guarantees for citizens and respect for fundamental freedoms, within the framework of the Inter-American Democratic Charter.

4. To call for the normalization of the democratic institutional framework in Venezuela within the context of the Inter-American Democratic Charter.

5. To send to Venezuela, as a matter of urgency, a Mission headed by the Secretary General of the OAS, with the aim of carrying out a fact-finding mission and undertaking the necessary diplomatic initiatives, including good offices, to promote as quickly as possible the normalization of the democratic institutional framework.  The Permanent Council shall be kept informed of the initiatives taken.
6. To convoke in accordance with Article 20, third paragraph, of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, a special session of the General Assembly, to be held at OAS headquarters, on Thursday, April 18, 2002, to receive the report of the Secretary General and to adopt such decisions as it may deem appropriate.

7. To continue to consider this matter.


A transcript of the statements made at this meeting is provided in document CP/ACTA 1315/02.
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