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Record of the regular meeting of April 24, 2002


The Permanent Council held a regular meeting to consider the items listed on the draft order of business, document CP/OD-1317/02, which was adopted without observations.

In memoriam

The Permanent Council expressed its condolences to the people and Government of Guatemala on the death of Dr. Ramiro de León Carpio, former president of Guatemala.
The Council also observed a moment of silence to express its sorrow over the Canadian soldiers fallen in the vicinity of the base in Kandahar, Afghanistan, the United States soldiers fallen in this coalition front against terrorism, and all those civilians and soldiers whose lives have been sacrificed in the fight against this scourge.

1. Presentation by Mr. Bert Edwards, Chair of the Board of External Auditors 

The Permanent Council took note of, and transmitted to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs for consideration, the presentation by Mr. Bert Edwards, Chair of the Board of External Auditors, on the annual report to the General Assembly, as well as the observations made on that report by the delegations of Antigua and Barbuda, Saint Lucia, Grenada, Costa Rica, Chile, Brazil, Barbados, and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, and the comments made by the OAS Secretary General.

2. Report by the Chair of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism to the General Assembly at its thirty-second regular session (CP/doc.3578/02)

The Permanent Council took note of the presentation given by Mr. Steven Monblatt, Chair of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism, on the annual report to the General Assembly, and of the observations on the report by the delegations of the Dominican Republic, Mexico, the United States, Grenada, Argentina, El Salvador, The Bahamas, and Peru.

The Committee decided to transmit the annual report to the Committee on Hemispheric Security for the purposes set forth in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

3. Oral progress report by the Chair on the work of the Permanent Council  

The Chair referred to the work plan established by the Permanent Council, under which the preparatory work for the thirty-second regular session of the General Assembly was to conclude on May 15, 2002. 

Because the consideration of only one item on the draft agenda of the next General Assembly session had been completed as of that date, the Chair urged the various delegations to work with the chairs of the committees and working groups and to present the draft reports and draft resolutions that were to be presented to the General Assembly as soon as possible.

Note was taken of the comment by one delegation that the May 15 deadline should be considered flexible, since not all the committees were in a position to meet it. 

4. Report of the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs
a. The Permanent Council considered the report of the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on the request from the Government of Georgia to be granted the status of permanent observer to the Organization (CP/CAJP-1922/02) and, by way of resolution CP/RES. 813 (1317/02), decided to grant it that status, in accordance with resolutions AG/RES. 50 (I-O/71) and CP/RES. 407 (573/84).

b. The Permanent Council considered the report of the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on the request from the Government of the Slovak Republic to be granted the status of permanent observer to the Organization (CP/CAJP-1924/02) and, by way of resolution CP/RES. 814 (1317/02), decided to grant it that status, in accordance with resolutions AG/RES. 50 (I-O/71) and CP/RES. 407 (573/84).
c. The Permanent Council endorsed the observations and recommendations presented by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CP/CAJP-1907/02 rev. 1 corr. 1) on the annual report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee; approved the draft resolution attached to the report; and decided to present them to the General Assembly at its thirty-second regular session for consideration.

5. Report of the Electoral Observation Mission in Peru – 2001 (CP/doc.3556/02)

The Council considered the report of the Electoral Observation Mission in Peru, 2001, and decided to take note of the report and of the comments made by Ambassador Eduardo Ferrero Costa, Permanent Representative of Peru.

6. Draft resolution on “Achievements of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission in 2001” (CP/CG-1487/02 rev. 1)
The Permanent Council considered the draft resolution “Achievements of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission in 2001” and decided to approve it and present it to the General Assembly at its thirty-second regular session for consideration.

7. Referral of report
The Council decided to refer to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs for consideration the Report of the General Secretariat on Promotion of and Respect for International Humanitarian Law, presented in keeping with resolution AG/RES. 1771 (XXXI-O/01) (CP/doc.3576/02). 

8. Other business

a.
The Permanent Representative of Peru transmitted to the Permanent Council the text of resolution E/CN.4/2002/L.65, "Further measures to promote and consolidate democracy,” adopted at the 58th session of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights.
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b.
The Permanent Council bid farewell to Ambassador Laura Elena Núñez de Ponce, Permanent Representative of Honduras, with heartfelt recognition of her contribution to the inter-American system, and wished her every success in her future endeavors.

A transcript of the presentations and statements made during this regular meeting is provided in document CP/ACTA 1317/02.
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