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Record of the special meeting of May 8, 2002


The Permanent Council held a special meeting to consider the items on the order of business, document CP/OD-1319/02.

In memoriam


The Permanent Council expressed its condolences to the people and Government of the Republic of Bolivia on the death of its former president General Hugo Banzer.

It also expressed its condolences to the people and Government of Colombia on the casualties resulting from the terrorist attacks in that country over the last few days.

1. Resolutions approved by the Permanent Council
The Permanent Council approved the following resolutions:


a.
CP/RES. 816 (1319/02), “The OAS Restructuring and Modernization Process” 

It was pointed out with regard to operative paragraph 1 of the resolution that the amendment to the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council was being made without prejudice to the amendments that the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs might bring in due course to the Permanent Council for consideration.  Moreover, during its consideration of the item and at the proposal of the co-chair of the Group, the Permanent Council authorized the General Secretariat to organize a seminar during the second half of the year, with the participation of experts in the area, to evaluate the role of the OAS in the Hemisphere.  The seminar would be held without prejudice to the work and activities entrusted to the Permanent Council in connection with the evaluation of the organizational structure in light of mandates and Regular Fund resources.
b. CP/RES. 817 (1319/02), “Specific Fund to Support the Preparation of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples”

2. Draft resolutions submitted to the General Assembly for consideration

a. The Permanent Council decided to endorse the report of the Special Committee on Inter-American Summits Management 2001-2002 (CE/GCI-209/02), approved the draft resolution “Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process,” and submitted it to the General Assembly at its thirty-second regular session for consideration.

The Council also approved the following resolutions and decided to submit them to the General Assembly for consideration at its thirty-second regular session:

b. OAS restructuring and modernization process

c. Observations and recommendations of the Permanent Council on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights

d. American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

3. Report of the General Secretariat on the status of Regular Fund quotas

The Permanent Council took note of the report of the General Secretariat on the status of Regular Fund quotas as of March 31, 2002, document CP/doc.3588/02.

4. Referral of reports to committee

The Permanent Council decided to refer the following reports to committee:

a. Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs

i. Activity report of the Office of the Inspector General for the period from January 1 to December 31, 2001 (CP/doc.3589/02)

ii. Semiannual report of the General Secretariat on performance contracts financed by the Regular Fund (CP/doc.3592/02)

b. Committee on Hemispheric Security

i. Report of the General Secretariat on OAS natural disaster reduction mechanisms (CP/doc.3581/02)

ii. Report on General Secretariat activities in response to the special security concerns of the small island states (CP/doc.3582/02)

c. Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs


Report of the General Secretariat on human rights and the environment (CP/doc.3583/02)

5. Statement by the Chair of CITEL

The Permanent Council took note of the statement by Mr. José Pileggi, Chair of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL), on the draft Agenda for Connectivity in the Americas, which CITEL had developed. 

6. Minutes

The Council adopted the minutes of the meeting of May 23, 2002 (CP/ACTA1279/01).

7. Other business
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The Permanent Representative of Haiti said that it would be desirable to have interpretation into French at meetings of the Permanent Council committees and working groups.  In this regard, the Assistant Secretary General commented on the financial and administrative situation.

b. The Permanent Representative of Mexico requested that the case of Valdés Matos, whose death sentence had been vacated in an Oklahoma court on the basis of Article 36 of the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations, be included in the minutes of the meeting.  

c. The Permanent Representative of The Bahamas made a statement about the recent elections in his country.
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