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The Permanent Council held a special meeting to receive His Excellency José Miguel Alemán Healy, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Panama.

The Minister spoke on a wide range of topics of interest to the Hemisphere, including the promotion of democracy in the Americas, fighting terrorism and drug trafficking, and the promotion of free trade.  On the latter topic, he said that the free trade area should be extended throughout the Hemisphere, in an equitable manner, with emphasis on the less developed and more vulnerable economies.  In addition, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Panama spoke about debt in the countries of the Hemisphere and the need to follow up on the agreements reached at the recent summit on this topic held in Monterrey.
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