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The Permanent Council held a special meeting to consider the draft resolution entitled "Support for strengthening democracy in Haiti", approved by the General Committee at its meeting held on September 4, 2002.


On that occasion the Council took note of the statements made by the Permanent Representatives of Haiti, Guyana, United States, and Costa Rica, and adopted resolution CP/RES.822  (1331/02)  "Support for strengthening democracy in Haiti", with the following operative paragraphs:

1.
To take note of the Sixth Report of the Mission of the Organization of American States to Haiti (CP/doc. 3625/02 corr. 3) concerning the joint OAS/CARICOM efforts to facilitate a solution to the political crisis in Haiti, and to thank the OAS Secretary General, the Assistant Secretary General and the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Saint Lucia in his capacity as Representative of CARICOM for their initiatives in this regard.

2.
To take note of the report of the Commission of Inquiry and to thank the Commission and the Advisory Council on Reparations for their diligent efforts in contributing to a peaceful resolution of the political crisis in Haiti.
3.
To welcome the Government of Haiti’s expressed commitment to implement the recommendations of the Commission of Inquiry as well as the recommendations of the Advisory Council on Reparations, as reflected in the Accord signed by the Minister of Justice, Claimants and their Representatives on July 9, 2002, and to call on the Government of Haiti to do so as soon as possible.
4.
To further welcome the Government of Haiti’s pledge to undertake additional confidence building measures, bearing in mind that some elements can be implemented more expeditiously than others and that additional financial and technical assistance may be necessary.  These measures include:

a.
To publish within 60 days of receipt of the Commission of Inquiry Report a report by the Minister of Justice on actions taken with respect to persons found to be implicated in the events of December 17, 2001 and subsequent days;

b.
To strengthen its disarmament policies and programs and, in this regard, invite the active cooperation of the International Community, through the OAS Special Mission, in the development and implementation of a comprehensive disarmament program;

c.
To implement, to the fullest extent of its lawful authority, all the Recommendations on Human Rights and the Press set forth in the Report of the Commission of Inquiry into the Events of December 17, 2001, and all other Recommendations in the Report that are, in whole or in part, directed to it.

5. To recognize, as noted in the report of the Secretary General of August 20, 2002 (CP/doc. 3643/02 corr. 1), the positive steps that the Government of Haiti has taken to date to implement Permanent Council resolution CP/RES. 806 (1303/02) corr. 1 and to support and urge it to implement fully all pending elements of that resolution as soon as possible, bearing in mind that some elements can be implemented more expeditiously than others and that additional financial and technical assistance may be necessary.

These include in particular:

a. The restoration of a climate of security;

b. The effective prosecution of any person, and dismissal, when appropriate, of any person found to be author of or accomplice in the violence of December 17, 2001, and subsequent days;

c. The completion of a thorough inquiry into all politically-motivated crimes;

d. Prompt reparation for organizations and individuals who suffered damages as a direct result of the violence of December 17, 2001.

6.
To urge the Government of Haiti that, with a view to establishing the conditions for elections to be held in 2003, it renew efforts to ensure a climate of security and confidence within the parameters established in operative paragraph 5 of AG/RES. 1841 (XXXII-O/02), bearing in mind the need to strengthen independent police and judicial institutions as part of its renewed efforts to combat impunity as called for in paragraph 6 of AG/RES. 1841 (XXXII-O/02).

7.
To reaffirm the importance of holding free, fair, and technically feasible legislative and local elections—on a date in 2003 to be established by the Provisional Electoral Council (CEP)--in which all political parties can participate freely and securely.  The conduct of these elections shall take into consideration the Government of Haiti’s constitutional electoral prerogatives and shall be in accordance with the process proposed by the OAS in the Draft Initial Accord (Rev. 9) of June 12, 2002, which includes:

a.
The formation of an autonomous, independent, credible and neutral CEP) no later than two months after adoption of this resolution;

b.
The establishment by the CEP, within the parameters of Haitian law and no later than 30 days after the formation of the CEP, of a Electoral Guarantees Commission  (CGE), which shall be comprised of, inter alia, representatives of a national coordination body formed on the basis of experience of coordinating electoral observation in Haiti and of civil society organizations, and witnessed by representatives of electoral observation missions and the OAS Special Mission to Strengthen Democracy in Haiti ;

c.
The monitoring by the CEP of the activities of the police in connection with the electoral process.

8.
To further recognize the urgency of forming the CEP, in accordance with the process proposed by the OAS in the Draft Initial Accord (Rev. 9) of June 12, 2002, no later than two months after adoption of this resolution.

9.
To offer the Government of Haiti, political parties, and civil society the support and technical assistance of the Organization of American States that is required to facilitate the process of forming the CEP and preparing for and holding these elections.

10.
To encourage all Haitian parties to participate in all relevant aspects of those elections and in the electoral process leading up to it.
11.
To support normalization of economic cooperation between the Government of Haiti and the international financial institutions and urge those parties to resolve the technical and financial obstacles that preclude such normalization.

12.
To reaffirm the mandates of the Secretary General and the OAS Special Mission in accordance with AG/RES. 1841 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES. 1831 (XXXI-O/01), and CP/RES. 806 (1303/02 corr. 1) and to instruct the Secretary General to strengthen further the Special OAS Mission to Haiti in order for it to support, monitor, and report on implementation of this and all other pertinent OAS resolutions and on commitments of the Government of Haiti, as set forth in these resolutions and in accordance with the agreement between the Government of Haiti and the OAS on the Special Mission to Strengthen Democracy in Haiti.  These commitments include:

a.
Strengthening of democratic institutions, including political parties, in order to guarantee a pluralistic political party system;

b.
Formation of a new Provisional Electoral Council (CEP), in accordance with the process proposed by the OAS in the Draft Initial Accord (Rev. 9) of June 12, 2002, and all of the CEP’s activities;

c.
Establishment by the CEP of an Electoral Guarantees Commission (CGE);

d.
Development and implementation of a comprehensive disarmament program;

e.
Promotion of a National Dialogue and Consensus Building between the Government of Haiti, all political parties, and Haitian civil society; 

f.
Professional development of an independent police institution, development of a security plan and creation of a climate of security for the 2003 elections;

13.
The OAS Special Mission will also:
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a.
Support, monitor, and report on provision by the international community and the OAS of technical electoral assistance prior to and following the 2003 elections and on deployment of an electoral observation mission to observe all aspects of the electoral process;

b.
Coordinate efforts of the international community to provide technical and financial electoral assistance, including electoral planning, technical assistance, security, and observation of the elections in 2003.  

14.
To call on the Secretary General to remain engaged in efforts to resolve the political crisis in Haiti, to follow the evolution of the situation, and to submit to the Permanent Council every two months detailed reports regarding the implementation of the present resolution.

15.
To call on the international community to provide as a matter of urgency additional funds to the OAS Special Mission in order to help finance its economic, social and institutional strengthening programs for Haiti, with a view to discharging its additional responsibilities under this resolution.

16.
To further call on the international community to provide technical and financial support for the elections in 2003, particularly by observing the pre-electoral formation and operation of the CEP and post-electoral operations, as well as the elections themselves.
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�.	The statements made by delegations during the meeting have been transcribed in the corresponding minutes.
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