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· Statement by the Chair of the Permanent Council
On the occasion of the first regular meeting of the Permanent Council under his chairmanship, Ambassador Roger F. Noriega, Permanent Representative of the United States, delivered an address in which he underscored, inter alia, the challenges facing the Council in the year ahead:

-
Making the inter-American Democratic Charter a living document;

-
Revitalizing and strengthening the institutions of the inter-American system of hemispheric security in view of the preparations for the Special Conference on Security, scheduled for May 2003 in Mexico;

-
Ensuring support for the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE);

-
Empowering the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI);

-
Increasing the role of the OAS in promoting the democratic principles and rules of law that maximize the benefits of trade and pave the way for the establishment of a Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) by 2005;

-
Fighting corruption;

-
Organizing the work of the OAS in order to best support the goals and objectives of the mandates of the Summit of the Americas;

-
Reinforcing the firm commitment of the OAS to bring about a resolution of the political crisis in Haiti; and

-
Supporting the development of dialogue and national reconciliation in Venezuela.

· The situation in Haiti

Ambassador Luigi R. Einaudi, Assistant Secretary General of the OAS, reported on the Mission to Haiti deployed from July 6 to 10.  The Permanent Council decided to postpone its consideration of this report. 

· Sites of the thirty-third and thirty-fourth regular sessions of the General Assembly
The Council considered the note from the Permanent Mission of Chile regarding the withdrawal of its offer to host the thirty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly and its subsequent offer to host the thirty-third regular session (CP/doc.3624/02).  On the basis of Article 57 of the OAS Charter, the Council decided that the thirty-third regular session of the General Assembly would be held in Chile and the thirty-fourth would be held in Ecuador.

In accordance with this decision and with Articles 67 and 68 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the Chair requested the Secretariat to prepare a draft resolution for the Council's consideration at an upcoming meeting.

· Electoral observation mission to Honduras

The Permanent Council took note of the report of the electoral observation mission in Honduras for the general elections held on November 25, 2001 (CP/doc.3585/02), presented by Ms. Elizabeth Spehar, Executive Coordinator of the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy.

· Electoral observation mission in Bolivia

Ms. Elizabeth Spehar, Chief of the Electoral Observation Mission in Bolivia, presented an oral report on the general elections held on June 30.  The Council decided to take note of the aforementioned preliminary report and to extend its congratulations to the Government of Bolivia on the successful electoral process.

· Fourth quarterly report of the UPD, 2001

The Council considered the Quarterly Report of the General Secretariat on the Activities of the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD) for the fourth quarter of 2001 (CP/doc.3619/02).  After hearing statements on the report by the delegations of Grenada, Mexico, Guyana, Panama, Colombia, Peru, Ecuador, Uruguay, and El Salvador, the Council decided to take due note of the report and of those observations.

· Proposal regarding the structure of the committees and working groups of the Permanent Council

The Council heard a presentation by its Chair on consultations regarding the proposal for restructuring the committees and working groups of the Permanent Council.  He referred to observations and suggestions made by delegations at prior meetings, held on June 24 and 27, 2002, on the document presented by Ambassador Margarita Escobar, Permanent Representative of El Salvador (CP/doc.3623/02).  He also referred to recent consultations on this topic with the coordinators of the regional groups and the representatives of Canada and the United States.  As a result, and in accordance with Article 12 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the Chair proposed the following structure for committees and working groups of the Permanent Council:

The Permanent Council will have five permanent committees:

-
General Committee;
-
Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs;
-
Committee on Hemispheric Security;
-
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs;
-
Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.

In his proposal, the Chair also suggested that the General Committee be installed and elect its chair under the same procedures that apply to the other permanent committees.  It was proposed that, in addition to the duties assigned by Article 16 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the General Committee be entrusted with the following:

-
To study the reports of the organs, agencies, and entities referred to in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter and the corresponding draft resolutions;
-
To study other reports presented by the organs, agencies, and entities, as well as the reports presented by the units of the General Secretariat;
-
To draft resolutions on topics assigned directly to the Permanent Council for study.

The proposal further suggests ratifying earlier decisions of the Permanent Council to eliminate the Committee on Meetings and Organizations, the Committee on Panama Canal Tolls, and the Committee on the Environment.  As part of the proposal, it was suggested that the structure presented in document CP/doc.3623/02, regarding the working groups of the Permanent Council and its committees, remain unchanged.

The Council decided to postpone its consideration of this topic until its next regular meeting.

· Voluntary contributions by the Permanent Mission of the United States 
The Alternate Representative of the United States announced the following voluntary contributions:

· A voluntary contribution to the OAS in the amount of US$2.5 million for the promotion of democracy and human rights in the Hemisphere;

· A voluntary contribution of US$275,000 to the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE).


The Representative also announced that the first in a series of airport security training courses to help Caribbean countries meet stricter ICAO standards had begun on Monday, July 8, in Trinidad and Tobago.  

· Ratification of treaties by the Government of the United States 

The delegation of the United States announced that the U.S. Government had deposited its instruments of ratification of two terrorism conventions on June 26: 

-
The International Convention for the Suppression of Terrorist Bombing, adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations on December 15, 1997; and 

-
The International Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of Terrorism, adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations on December 9, 1999.

· Adoption of minutes
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The Council adopted the minutes of the meetings held on July 25 and August 14 and 22, 2001 (CP/ACTA 1287/01, CP/ACTA 1288/01, and CP/ACTA 1289/01).
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�.	A transcript of the statements made at this meeting is provided in document CP/ACTA 1326/02.
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