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· Situation in Haiti

The Assistant Secretary General, Ambassador Luigi Einaudi, presented an oral preview of the report of the Secretary General on the implementation of resolution CP/RES. 822 (1331/02) during the period September 4 to November 4.  The Council took note of the presentation by the Assistant Secretary General and of the comments made by Ambassador Raymond Valcin, Permanent Representative of Haiti, and other delegations.

· Second High-Level Meeting on the Special Security Concerns of Small Island States

The Council took note of the report on the Second High-Level Meeting on the Special Security Concerns of Small Island States (CP/CSH-503/02); approved resolution CP/RES. 828 (1342/02) in which the meeting is set to be convened in Kingstown, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, from January 12 to 14, 2003; and approved the agenda of the meeting.

· Draft Guidelines on Developing National Defense Policy and Doctrine Papers

The Council took note of the report regarding the Guidelines on Developing National Defense Policy and Doctrine Papers (CP/CSH-504/02); approved resolution CP/RES. 829 (1342/02), adopted the guidelines as presented, and agreed to transmit them to the Fifth Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas for consideration.

· Meeting of Experts on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures in the Region

The Council took note of the report concerning the Meeting of Experts on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures (CP/CSH-507/02).  It approved resolution CP/RES. 830 (1342/02), which contains the Committee’s recommendations to set February 3 to 4, 2003, as the new dates of the meeting, and also approved the meeting’s agenda, calendar, and Rules of Procedure. 

Pursuant to Article 14 of the Rules of Procedure approved, the Permanent Council established, by lot, the order of precedence of the delegations, beginning with Venezuela and continuing with the other member states in English alphabetic order.

· Draft resolution “Use of excess resources of the Reserve Subfund for capital investments and to meet OAS mandates” (CP/CAAP-3635/02 rev. 2)

The Council approved resolution CP/RES. 831 (1342/02), “Use of excess resources of the Reserve Subfund for capital investments and to meet OAS mandates.”  The Council also acknowledged that this was an exceptional situation and that it should not create a precedent.

· Accreditation of Civil Society Organizations

The Permanent Council took note of the report presented in compliance with Article 6 of the Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities and approved the accreditation of the following civil society organizations:

a) Amnesty International;

b) Center of International Environmental Law;

c) Mexican Commission for the Defense and Promotion of Human Rights; and

d) Geledes-Instituto da Mulher Negra.

The Council also requested that these civil society organizations be duly incorporated into the corresponding OAS Register of Civil Society Organizations.

· Special Meeting of the Permanent Council on “Women’s Participation in Political Processes”

The Chair of the Permanent Council updated the members of the Council regarding the special meeting of the Permanent Council on “Women’s Participation in Political Processes” on November 25.  The Council requested the Secretariat to adjust the program, taking into consideration the suggestions and recommendations made during today’s meeting.

· Amendments to the FONDEM Statutes

The Council supported the recommendation by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) that the topic “Amendments to the FONDEM Statutes” that was initially assigned to the CAJP be referred to the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH).

· Host of Meeting of Experts on the Information Exchange Network for Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters

The Council took note of the information presented by the Permanent Mission of Canada and thanked the Government of Canada for its offer to host the Meeting of Experts, as well as for drafting a hemispheric plan of action on mutual legal and judicial cooperation in combatting the various manifestations of transnational organized crime and terrorism. 

· Postponement of the Inter-American Forum on Poverty, Inequity, and Social Exclusion 

The Council took note of the announcement made by the Delegation of Venezuela that its Government has postponed this meeting until March 2003 at the latest.

· Contributions to the Voluntary Fund

The Delegation of the United States announced the deposit of $300,000 for the Follow-up Mechanisms on Corruption.

· Participation of the Committee on Hemispheric Security in the Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Defense, to be held in Chile

The Council agreed to defray the costs of participation of the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security in the Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Defense, to be held in Chile.

· Referral of Reports:

The Council decided to refer the following reports to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP) for its consideration. 

· Report on budget execution and transfer between chapters of the Regular Fund – January 1 to September 30, 2002 (CP/doc.3656/02)

· Report of the General Secretariat on the status of quotas to the Regular Fund as of September 30, 2002 (CP/doc.3657/02)

· Chronological list of conferences, meetings, and other events to be held from January to December 2002 (CP/doc.3650/02 corr. 6)

· Chronological list of conferences, meetings, and other events to be held from January to December 2003 (CP/doc.3660/02)
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Informative list regarding General Assembly resolutions that require holding conferences and meetings in 2002 and 2003 (CP/doc.3661/02 rev. 1)

The 2003 Work Plan of the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD), document CP/doc.3662/02, was referred to the General Committee.

· XXXI Assembly of CIM 

The Chair reported to the Permanent Council on his attendance at the XXXI Assembly of Delegates of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), held in Punta Cana, Dominican Republic, from October 29 to 31, 2002.  He stated that Ms. Yadira Henríquez, Representative of the Dominican Republic, and Ms. Florence Ievers, Representative of Canada, were elected President and Vice President, respectively, of the CIM. Finally, he informed the Council that the Executive Secretariat of the CIM would present a report on the XXXI Assembly of Delegates at a subsequent meeting of the General Committee. 

· Remodeling of the Simón Bolívar Room

The Chair informed the Council that Ambassador Margarita Escobar, in coordination with the Chair and Vice Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP), would continue monitoring the remodeling of the Simón Bolívar Room.

· Elections in Brazil and the United States

The Council congratulated the governments and people of Brazil and the United States on the elections held in their respective countries on October 27 and November 5, 2002.

· Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the meetings of November 28, 2001 (CP/ACTA 1300/01); December 10, 2001 (CP/ACTA 1302/01); January 16, 2002 (CP/ACTA 1304/02); and April 5, 2002 (CP/ACTA 1311/02) were approved.
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�.	The statements and remarks made by the delegations are recorded in the minutes of the meeting (CP/ACTA 1342/02).
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