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The Permanent Council held a special meeting on November 20, 2002 to receive Her Excellency Maria E. Levens, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Suriname.


At that meeting, the Minister referred to the OAS role in the implementation of the Summit mandates. She also highlighted the importance of the November 25th 2002, special meeting on women participation in political processes and indicated "the full participation of women in political processes strengthens the ability of countries to grow, to reduce poverty, govern safety, and ensure human security."  The Minister of Foreign Affairs of Suriname referred to her Government's position on the poverty alleviation and the convenience that the topic remains on the agenda of the OAS. Finally, she stressed the important role the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy has played in the democratic process through free and fair elections in Suriname.
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�.	The statement made by Her Excellency Maria E. Levens, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Suriname has been transcribed in the corresponding minutes.
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