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The states parties to the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA), in the context of the Fourth Regular Meeting of the Consultative Committee, held at the headquarters of the Organization of American States (OAS) on April 3 and 4, 2003, adopted the following Work Program for the 2003-2004 period.  In carrying out these activities, the Secretariat pro tempore will have the support of the OAS General Secretariat and the states parties, as the case may be, to: 

1. Present a draft resolution to the OAS General Assembly at its next regular session, the purposes of which will include promoting the ratification and implementation of the Convention and providing for the necessary measures to support the work of the Consultative Committee and the convocation of the Conference of States Parties.

2. Complete the directory of national bodies or single points of contact for purposes of cooperation and information exchange
 referred to in Article XIV of the Convention.

3. Complete the directory of central authorities 
to facilitate the mutual legal assistance contemplated in Article XVII of the Convention.

4. Carry out the preparatory work for the Conference of States Parties, as provided in its Article XXVIII of the Convention, so that the Conference may examine the functioning and application of the Convention and promote or adopt any necessary decisions.  This preparatory work shall be carried out during the second half of 2003 and shall include the determination of the date, venue, and agenda of the Conference, with a view to holding the Conference during the first half of 2004.


5.
With support from the Technical Secretariat of the Committee, consider the additional and complementary measures proposed by states to prevent, combat, and eradicate illicit trafficking in firearms, ammunition, and explosives, and recommend the adoption of those deemed appropriate.


6.
Bearing in mind the study performed of national law and subregional legal instruments on the subject, make progress toward defining the specific issues to be addressed in the model legislation, in connection with the areas specified in the Convention and not addressed in the model regulations of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), as well as progress toward determining a method for its adoption, so as to facilitate full implementation of the Convention.


7.
Through the OAS General Secretariat, and in accordance with the guidelines of the Secretariat pro tempore, keep the CIFTA website up to date and continue to develop and strengthen it, with different levels of public and private access.


8.
Continue to compile and analyze the replies to the questionnaire approved by the Consultative Committee, in relation to those OAS member states that have not yet submitted replies.


9.
Continue measures to strengthen coordination and cooperation between the Consultative Committee and other bodies and institutions having similar responsibilities, especially with CICAD, the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE), and the Meetings of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA), within the inter-American system, and with the United Nations and other international organizations.


10.
With the assistance of the OAS General Secretariat, continually update the inventory of measures taken by states parties to apply the Convention, based on the replies to the questionnaire.


11.
Through the Secretariat pro tempore, participate in relevant international meetings related to the topics addressed by the CIFTA.


12.
Continue to monitor the development and implementation of the 2001 Program of Action adopted by the UN Conference on Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects
.

13.
Consider the national diagnostic studies on the status of illicit trafficking in firearms, ammunition, explosives, and related materials and on the implementation of the Convention and, to that end, invite the states parties to prepare and present such studies.


14.
Continue and strengthen cooperation and information exchange with nongovernmental organizations, academic institutions, private sector bodies, and other interested groups.


15.
Consider, in the context of the Committee’s tasks, an exchange of information on successful initiatives to discourage and eliminate the culture of violence, as a way to reduce illicit trafficking in arms.  Promote and support appropriate cooperation activities, including joint seminars with other national and international institutions, on the subject of the Convention. 


16.
Consider experiences of subregional and international organizations in this field that might contribute to the work of the Committee.
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