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MANAGEMENT AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION

IN OAS ACTIVITIES

APPLICATION TO PARTICIPATE PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 6 OF THE GUIDELINES FOR THE PARTICIPATION OF CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS IN OAS ACTIVITIES
[CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)]
(International Ministries)
SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING THE PARTICIPATION OF INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES IN THE CONTEXT OF THE ACCREDITATION OF CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS WISHING TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES


This document was prepared by the Secretariat for the Summit Process to provide member states with information on International Ministries pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  It contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation presented by International Ministries, in accordance with the aforementioned guidelines.

1. Background

International Ministries was established in 1936, as a part of American Baptist Churches, which was founded in 1821.  It is an independent, nongovernmental, not-for-profit organization working in various countries in Asia, Africa, Europe, and Central and South America.
It submitted its application on February 10, 2003.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment

Name:
The Board of International Ministries
Address:


PO Box 851
Valley Forge, PA 19482

Telephone:


1 800 222 3872, extension 2171
E-mail address:


www.internationalministries.org
President:


Kirkpatrick G. Cohall
Liaison Officer for the OAS:
Jose Norat Rodríguez, Area Director, Iberoamerica/ Caribbean
Date established:

1936
3. Primary areas of activity of International Ministries and their relationship to OAS activities

International Ministries sends working missions to countries in Asia, Africa, Europe, and Central and South America to carry out community leadership development and local self-support programs.

In Iberoamerica and the Caribbean, International Ministries focuses on areas such as:

· Human rights

· Social justice

· Rights of Indigenous Peoples

· Education

· Women’s rights and the rights of the child

· Sustainable development

· Economic development

· Justice in respect of environmental issues

· Health

· Poverty

· Refugees, migrants, and displaced persons

4. International Ministries contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

International Ministries has been carrying out various programs in the region:

· The City of Youth: a program that rescues and cares for kids who would otherwise be living on the streets of Brazil.
· Community development with the Mapuche in Chile.

· Education, leadership, and community development among the indigenous people of Chiapas and urban development in Mexico City.

· Human rights and prison administration in Bolivia.

· Education and human rights in Peru.

· Peace-keeping, health, social justice, leadership, and economic development in Honduras, and Nicaragua.

5. OAS work areas to which International Ministries can provide support

International Ministries offers to strengthen its ties of cooperation with the OAS in order to:

· Share its experience of working with communities in different countries.

· Help with designing, implementing, and evaluating programs conducted by the OAS.

· Make recommendations regarding the best way to achieve OAS goals.

· Use the information it shares with other inter-American organizations, educational institutions, and mission personnel to contribute to research and the preparation of documents to be considered at the special OAS meetings or other specific events.

· Support the work of the OAS on the draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

6.
Documents submitted by International Ministries 
· Letter addressed to the Secretary General

· Certificate of Incorporation and By-laws

· Annual report for 2001

· 2001 Financial Report

· Report on monthly activities corresponding to July 2002.
� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP10891E04�








