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On behalf of the civil society human rights organizations that make up the International Coalition of Nongovernmental Organizations (approximately 300 organizations in the countries of the Hemisphere), I would like first of all to express appreciation to the OAS member states and, in particular, the Permanent Representative of Mexico, Ambassador Miguel Ruíz Cabañas, for providing us with a forum for apprising the Committee of some of our concerns and proposals regarding the discussion of the many aspects of hemispheric security as we prepare for a Special Conference on the matter.

Allow me to take this opportunity to underscore that the broad, effective participation of organizations in the region is essential to this discussion process.  Their activities in various countries at the local level give them a rich and valuable understanding of the intrinsic relationship between the full enjoyment of human rights and hemispheric security, which will doubtless contribute to the final outcome of the Conference.

I would therefore like to underscore the importance of their possible participation in the framework of the recent adoption of the draft resolution, “Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities” (CP/CISC-18/03 rev. 2 corr. 1).  Said draft resolution sets out specific cases in which civil society should be consulted and invited to provide its input into draft legal and political instruments of a hemispheric nature.

Although the OAS has been engaged in reviewing security matters in the Hemisphere since the Second Summit of the Americas, held in Santiago, Chile, in 1998, the discussion has taken on new dimensions in recent years, especially since September 11, 2001.  During that time, the pace of work has accelerated; the General Assembly, at its thirty-second regular session, adopted the Bridgetown Declaration; and the states specifically proposed that the Special Conference be considered the permanent institutional framework for the adoption and implementation of a new security system in the Americas.

In view of the breadth and diversity attributed to the concept of hemispheric security during these discussions, we wish to advise the states that any consensus positions arrived at and any commitments made during the Conference must be consistent with the characteristics and rights of the democratic system, as set forth in the Inter-American Democratic Charter.  Respect for and the guarantee of fundamental human rights for all individuals under the jurisdiction of states should be an essential component in guaranteeing security in the region.


Considering hemispheric security from the broad perspective of respect for rights rather than from the restricted perspective of their destruction is not only correct but also more effective.


Commitments made by states to guarantee hemispheric security cannot, in any way, exempt them from strict compliance with their international obligations, including those assumed under international human rights law and international humanitarian law.


In addition to basing the political declaration of the Conference on the principles of the OAS Charter, states should make specific references that will help safeguard unconditional respect for human rights.


Any initiative to guarantee hemispheric security in the Americas should start with the strengthening of democratic institutions in each of the countries, explicitly based on subordination to legally constituted civil authority and recognition that the diverse aspects of security call for equally diverse responses.


Accordingly, different spheres of action must be clearly established for domestic security forces and military forces that will respect and protect the specific nature of interventions by each of them.


As members of civil society, we hope that states will honor their commitments to consolidate, within the Hemisphere and in the framework of democratic institutions, a regime of individual freedom and social justice, rooted in respect for basic human rights, as proclaimed in the OAS Charter and the Democratic Charter.


In conclusion, I would like to reaffirm the comments I made at the start of my presentation on the participation of civil society.  The Web site initiative presented this morning is part of this spirit, and we commend it as a starting point toward full implementation of the resolution adopted, which will allow us to play a pertinent role in the preparatory process for the Specialized Conference on Security.

� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP10906E04�








