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Summary of the meeting of March 26, 2003


The General Committee considered the items on the order of business, document CP/CG-1514/03, and reached the following decisions:

1. Semiannual reports of the Trade Unit

The Director of the Trade Unit, Dr. José Manuel Salazar, in accordance with resolution AG/RES. 1861 (XXXII-O/02), operative paragraph 2.f, presented the reports for the first and second halves of 2003 (CP/doc.3704/03 and CP/doc.3705/03).


The delegations expressed appreciation for these documents and the support they had received from the Unit in carrying out various trade-related activities.

Approach to the task of studying the annual reports of the organs, agencies,
and entities of the Organization
The delegations decided to adopt the following approach, suggested by the Chair:

· To consider the annual reports in the light of document CP/doc.3700/03, which describes the requirements established by the General Assembly for the annual reports of the organs, agencies, and entities referred to in Article 91.f of the Charter in terms of form, content, and deadlines. 

· To request the chairs, presidents, and directors of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization to attend the meetings at which their reports are to be considered in order to provide clarifying or supplementary information as may be required.
· To compile in a single document the observations and recommendations issued on the annual reports here considered.

2.
Consideration of the annual report of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) to the General Assembly
Dr. David Brandling-Bennett, Deputy Director of PAHO, presented this report (CP/doc.3710/03 and CP/doc.3710/03 add. 1).  The Committee thanked him for his presentation and decided to forward the recommendations and observations on the report to the Permanent Council for the purposes set forth in Article 91.f of the Charter.

3.
Consideration of the annual report of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) to the General Assembly

The Executive Secretary of CITEL, Mr. Clovis Baptista, presented this report (CP/doc.3695/03). The Committee thanked and congratulated the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission for its timely presentation of the report and expressed support for the Commission’s important work. In addition, the Committee decided to forward the observations and recommendations on the report to the Permanent Council for the purposes set forth in Article 91.f of the Charter and to take note of the draft resolutions proposed by CITEL, which would be examined at a future meeting.

4.
Consideration of the annual report of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)

The Executive Secretary of the CIM, Ms. Carmen Lomellin, presented this report (CP/doc.3702/03).  After pointing to the work carried out by the CIM in the Hemisphere, the Committee thanked the Executive Secretary for the Commission’s timely presentation of the report and its compliance with the requirements established in the governing documents and resolutions of the General Assembly.  The Committee also decided to take note of the observations and recommendations made by the representatives on the annual report of the CIM and to request that they be presented in due course to the Permanent Council for consideration, with a view to compliance with the provisions of Article 91.f of the Charter.

5.
Consideration of the annual report of the Administrative Tribunal to the General Assembly
The President of the Administrative Tribunal, Dr. Rosa Montalvo, presented to the Chair the message contained in document CP/CG-1515, which points to certain specific items in the report.


The Committee decided to express its appreciation for the report’s presentation within the statutory timeframe and to take note of the observations and recommendations issued by the delegations and present them in due course to the Permanent Council for the purposes set forth in Article 91.f of the Charter.

6. Other business

At this point, the Chair referred to the work plan of the General Committee, adopted at the meeting of November 20, 2002, in document CP/CG-1505/02 rev. 1.  The Chair said that, according to this plan, the Committee was to address the following pending items at its upcoming meetings:

· Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Reports of the Organs, Agencies, and Entities of the Organization - AG/RES. 1883 (XXXII-O/02)

Consideration of the reports was to continue at the meetings scheduled for April 2 and 9.

· Appointment of Women to Senior Management Positions at the OAS – operative paragraph 7 of resolution AG/RES. 1872 (XXXII-O/02)
The Secretary General was to submit the document mentioned in this resolution.

· The OAS Restructuring and Modernization Process - operative paragraph 3 of resolution AG/RES. 1848 (XXXII-O/02)

At a past meeting of the General Committee, on November 20, 2002, the Mexican delegation indicated that, according to resolution AG/RES. 1908 (XXXII-O/02), the Working Group of the Committee on Hemispheric Security was to present a study and recommendations on the modernization and changes needed to provide the OAS with technical, advisory, and educational expertise on defense and security issues, in order to support the ongoing examination of the institutions of the inter-American system related to hemispheric security. 

· Promotion of Corporate Social Responsibility in the Hemisphere - operative paragraphs 1, 5, and 6 of resolution AG/RES. 1871 (XXXII-O/02)

The Committee Chair requested the General Secretariat to provide a working document including information on the Americas Conference on Corporate Social Responsibility, held in Miami from September 22 to 24, 2002.  This document was to be presented at the meeting of April 16, 2003.

· Promotion of Democracy – operative paragraph 6 of resolution AG/RES. 1907 (XXXII-O/02)
Resolution AG/RES. 1907 (XXXII-O/02) requested the General Secretariat to present, through the UPD, quarterly progress reports on the implementation of its work plan. The UPD was to present these reports on April 9, 2003.

· Draft resolution "Inter-American Democracy Award" (CP/doc.3652/02 rev. 2)

At its meeting of November 20, 2002, the Committee decided that it would initiate consideration of this draft resolution once the informal consultations had concluded. 

· Natural Disaster Reduction - operative paragraphs 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10 of resolution AG/RES. 1885 (XXXII-O/02)

· Cooperation between the Organization of American States and the United Nations System, the General Secretariat of the Central American Integration System, and the General Secretariat of the Caribbean Community – AG/RES. 1893 (XXXII-O/02)

All these topics were to be addressed at the upcoming meeting of the General Committee, so as to finalize the work plan proposed by the Committee.  To that end, the Chair offered unwavering cooperation and requested special support from the General Secretariat areas and the delegations in concluding the work entrusted to the General Committee for this term.
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