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DRAFT RESOLUTION

HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS: 

SUPPORT FOR THE INDIVIDUALS, GROUPS, AND ORGANIZATIONS OF CIVIL SOCIETY WORKING TO PROMOTE AND PROTECT HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE AMERICAS

(Presented by the Permanent Mission of Paraguay)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN resolution AG/RES. 1842 (XXXII-O/02) on “Human Rights Defenders in the Americas,” which instructed the Permanent Council to continue to study the topic that is the subject of this resolution, in coordination with the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights;

HAVING STUDIED the report of the Permanent Council on this subject;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the concern that in the Americas, situations persist that directly or indirectly prevent or hamper the work of defenders, despite the resolve of states to endorse and support efforts to promote and defend human rights;

CONSIDERING that member states resolved to support the work carried out by human rights defenders and recognized their valuable contribution to the promotion, respect, and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms in the Americas, in accordance with General Assembly resolutions AG/RES. 1671 (XXIX-O/99); AG/RES. 1711 (XXX-O/00); AG/RES. 1818 (XXXI-O/01), and AG/RES 1842 (XXXII-O/02);

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the work accomplished by the Unit for Human Rights Defenders of the Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the member states’ replies to the questionnaire prepared by that Unit with a view to preparing a comprehensive report on the subject; and 

RATIFYING the need to promote observance of the basic purposes, principles, and standards set forth in instruments in the inter-American and universal system on the subject,

RESOLVES:

1. To condemn the actions that directly or indirectly prevent or hamper the work of human rights defenders in the Americas, and to urge member states to continue to adopt the necessary measures to safeguard their lives, freedom and personal safety.

2. To urge member states to conduct thorough and impartial investigations in all cases of violations against human rights defenders, to ensure that findings are transparent and publicized.

3. To reiterate the invitation to the Inter.-American Commission on Human Rights to prepare a comprehensive report on the situation of human rights defenders in the Americas, in accordance with resolution AG/RES. 1842 (XXXII-O/02), for presentation to the Permanent Council and for consideration in 2003; if possible; to continue to give due consideration to this matter, through the body it deems appropriate, and to continue dialogue and cooperation with the United Nations Special Rapporteur, in particular, with the office of the Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General on Human Rights Defenders, and to report to the Permanent Council in due course.
4. To urge member states and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to promote the circulation and implementation of the resolutions adopted by the General Assembly on this matter as well as  other related  instruments in the universal system, such as the United Nations Declaration on Human Rights Defenders (1998), and to urge member states that have not yet done so to reply to the questionnaire prepared by the Unit for Human Rights Defenders of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.
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