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The Permanent Mission of Venezuela presents its compliments to the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States and hereby forwards to it specific proposals by the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela for paragraphs to be incorporated into Chapter I:  Risks and Problems to Peace and Security in the Hemisphere of document CP/CSH-554/03, “Study on Risks and Problems to Peace and Security in the Hemisphere and Conflict Prevention and Solution.”


The Permanent Mission of Venezuela avails itself of this opportunity to reiterate to the General Secretariat the assurances of its highest consideration. 

Washington, D.C., April 10, 2003

General Secretariat of the

Organization of American States 

Washington, D.C. 

Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela

to the Organization of American States

Document CP/CSH-554/03

Study on Risks and Problems to Peace and Security in the Hemisphere

and Conflict Prevention and Solution

Specific proposals for paragraphs to be incorporated into document CP/CSH-554/03

Other threats with respect to conventional security


In the recent past, interventionist acts committed in the region jeopardized the sovereignty of various nations of the Hemisphere, hampering the right of those states to select their political systems, without outside intervention, and to resolve their domestic issues, under the principle of the self-determination of peoples.  The principles and norms of international law are the basic platform of peaceful coexistence in the hemispheric community–the foundation of the very existence of the Organization of American States, and the unambiguous, unequivocal basis of any national security system.  At that time, the security and peace of the Hemisphere were seriously threatened.  Resorting to the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity and the political, economic, and social independence of other states and violating the sovereign right of states over their natural resources are contrary to the relations of respect, transparency, and good faith that should prevail among states of the Hemisphere.

Asymmetries with respect to conventional security


The military preponderance of a state constitutes a differential imbalance in relations in the Hemisphere, which, used coercively, distorts the factor of confidence, a sine qua non component of the regional security system.  The states of the Hemisphere should apply, in the framework of conventional security, the principle of condemnation of acts of aggression as one of the pillars of maintaining lasting peace in the region.
Corruption

Diversion of public funds, deposited in extraterritorial financial institutions, is one of the most serious forms of administrative corruption in the Hemisphere.  It should be combated through the establishment of cooperation mechanisms among states that may assist in recovering funds and in the arrest and prosecution of the perpetrators of this offense.
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