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[CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)]

(Cisneros Foundation)
SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING THE PARTICIPATION OF THE CISNEROS FOUNDATION IN THE CONTEXT OF THE ACCREDITATION OF CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS WISHING TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES


This document was prepared by the Secretariat for the Summit Process to provide member states with information about the Cisneros Foundation, pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759, “Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  It includes a summary and list of the various pieces of information and documentation presented by the Cisneros Foundation, in accordance with the provisions of the aforementioned guidelines.

1. Background

The Cisneros Foundation was established in Caracas, Venezuela, in 2000.  It is a not-for-profit nongovernmental organization that supports programs in the areas of education, culture, environment, and public health in Latin America. 

It submitted its application on March 12, 2003.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment

Name:



Cisneros Foundation (Fundación Cisneros)

Address:


Centro Mozarteum, final Avenida La Salle





Colina de Los Caobos, Caracas, 1050





Venezuela

Telephone:


(582) 708 96 97/ 793 08 04





(582) 7089565 (fax)

E-mail address: 


www.cisneros.com/company/fundacion.asp

President:


Patricia Phelps de Cisneros

Liaison Officer for the OAS: 
Pedro R. Tinoco, Executive President and legal representative
Date established:

2000
3. Primary areas of activity and their relationship to OAS activities

The Cisneros Foundation aims to help improve the quality of life for Latin Americans through long-term investments in educational and cultural programs of local, regional, and international scope. 

The Cisneros Foundation focuses on:

· Conducting awareness campaigns to promote protection of the ecology and improvement and conservation of the environment in Venezuela;
· Working with other charitable institutions through sponsorship of environmental conservation activities;
· Assisting educational institutions in improving and increasing their tools for imparting proper education to the Venezuelan population, according to the requirements of the various learning centers;
· Providing funds to other nonprofit charitable institutions that seek shelter, medicine, and/or clothing for persons with disabilities or persons harmed by natural disasters.

4. CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

The Cisneros Foundation considers that it could contribute to OAS activities by bringing its experience to bear on programs such as:

· “Cl@se”: An educational television channel targeting primary and secondary school students and teachers.  The programming is supplemented by an on-line service providing teachers with instructional materials.

· Teacher Refresher Training (AME): Distance learning program for teachers in the region.  Participating in the pilot programs were 115 schools in Argentina, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Mexico, Panama, and Venezuela.

· Cultural Association for Development (ACUDE): A literacy program in Venezuela. Geared toward identifying community leaders and training them to teach others in the community.

· The Patricia and Gustavo Cisneros Endowment for Latin American Studies, Center for Latin American Studies at the School of Foreign Service, Georgetown University: Program designed to enhance studies of Latin American politics, history, and culture offered by Georgetown University.

· The Patricia and Gustavo Cisneros Endowment, David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies, Harvard University:  Established to invigorate the study of scientific, historical, and public issues affecting Latin America.

· Visual Thinking Program: Educational project for the use of visual arts as a teaching tool.

· Centro Mozarteum:  Established to promote the study of classical music in Venezuela.  Helps to subsidize advanced training for Venezuelan musicians by arranging fellowships for study at foreign conservatories and universities.

· Orinoco Collection: Project to preserve, study, and increase awareness of the legacy of indigenous societies in the Venezuelan Amazon.

· Terra Parima:  Foundation geared toward research and community development projects in the Duida-Ventuari region of Venezuela.

5. OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support

The Cisneros Foundation is committed to supporting the work of the OAS and offering it recommendations on the best way to reach its objectives in the area of education and culture, especially with the Unit for Sustainable Development and Environment (USDE).

The Cisneros Foundation offers to strengthen its collaboration with the OAS because it considers the Organization an appropriate forum for discussing and increasing awareness of the Foundation’s programs, and for improving them and replicating them in other countries of the region.

6.
Documents submitted by the CSO
· Letter addressed to the OAS Secretary General (includes a description of some of the programs conducted by the Foundation)
· By-laws

· Certificate of Incorporation

· Income statement for 2001
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