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(Hunt Alternatives Fund and Women Waging Peace)
SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING THE PARTICIPATION OF WOMEN WAGING PEACE IN THE CONTEXT OF THE ACCREDITATION OF CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS WISHING TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES


This document was prepared by the Secretariat for the Summit Process to provide member states with information about Women Waging Peace, pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  It includes a summary and list of the various pieces of information and documentation presented by Women Waging Peace, in accordance with the provisions of the aforementioned guidelines.

1. Background

Women Waging Peace, an initiative of the Hunt Alternatives Fund, was established in 1999.  It is an autonomous, nongovernmental organization that promotes the inclusion of women in both formal and informal peace processes around the world. 

It maintains formal relations with the United Nations, the Group of 8, the European Union, and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE).

It submitted its application on March 10, 2003.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment

Name:


Hunt Alternatives Fund and Women Waging Peace

Address:

2040 S Street NW

Washington, D.C. 20009

Telephone:

(202) 403-2000

(202) 995-9520 (fax)

E-mail address:

www.WomenWagingPeace.net

President:
Swanee Hunt, Chair of the Hunt Alternatives Fund and Women Waging Peace

Date established:
1999

3. Primary areas of activity of Women Waging Peace and their relationship to OAS activities

Women Waging Peace fosters the participation of women at all stages of the conflict-resolution process as a strategy to achieve sustainable peace.  In this regard, its work focuses on:
· Identifying women peace-builders around the globe.
· Supporting the work of those women through a Web-based network, connecting them to a wide universe of resources, including each other's strategic expertise.
· Producing a substantial and analytical body of information about women's contributions to peace processes as an instrument for including women and the gender perspective in peace processes. 
· Using the resulting research to encourage policymakers to redesign public policy paradigms and support innovative efforts carried out or proposed by women to promote regional stability. 
· Bringing together women from areas of conflict around the world to share peace-building strategies and conduct case studies and comparative analyses reflecting regions, phases, and diverse forms of conflict to serve as an information tool for future peace processes.
4. Contributions of Women Waging Peace that could be of interest to the OAS

Since its inception, Women Waging Peace has established strong relations with the OAS, especially with the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM).

For example, Women Waging Peace organizes the “Women Waging Peace Colloquium” at Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy School of Government, which has brought together women from various countries of the world, including Colombia, Guatemala, Mexico, and the United States, to participate in discussion series, training sessions, and simulated negotiations.  On the pivotal day of the meeting, Policy Day, representatives of international organizations (among them the OAS), governments, and nongovernmental organizations participate and generate specific recommendations for initiatives to advance the work of women peace builders around the globe.

Recently, in 1992, Carmen Lomellín and Marha Beltrán Martínez of the OAS Inter-American Commission of Women attended Policy Day.  They participated in a roundtable on means of integrating civil society and women’s groups into peace negotiations.

In addition, four members of Women Waging Peace participated in the biennial meeting of the Inter-American Commission of Women held in Washington, D.C., in April 2000.  Women Waging Peace also participated in the Thirty-first Assembly of Delegates of the Inter-American Commission of Women, held in the Dominican Republic in October 2002.  That meeting adopted a resolution calling upon the CIM to promote, in partnership with civil society organizations, the role of women in peace processes. 

5. OAS work areas to which Women Waging Peace can provide support

Women Waging Peace would work primarily with the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) and the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD) in helping to carry out activities relating to women’s participation in conflict resolution.

In the view of Women Waging Peace, the OAS has a principal leadership role to play in promoting women’s participation in political, economic, and social areas.  Women Waging Peace pledges to support OAS endeavors and to make recommendations to the OAS on the best means of achieving its objectives in women’s rights and in democracy through activities aimed at achieving the full participation of women in formal and informal peace processes.

6.
Documents submitted by Women Waging Peace
· Letter addressed to the Secretary General

· By-laws

· Certificate of Incorporation

· 2001 Financial Reports

· Institutional mission statement and description of the programs supported by the Organization
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