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Summary of the meeting of March 13, 2003


At the request of the Chair, the topics on the order of business were taken up in the following order:

1.
Presentation of the Joint Report of the Secretariat for the Summit Process and the Unit for Social Development and Education on the First Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Culture, held in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, on July 11 and 12, 2002 (CP/CISC-35/03)

The aforementioned meeting was convened by the Heads of State and Government at the Third Summit of the Americas, held in Quebec City in 2001, which underscored the importance of cultural diversity, the strengthening of democracy, the promotion of good governance, social cohesion, and human development.  In the framework of that commitment, the ministers and high authorities held their first meeting in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, on July 12 and 13, 2003.
The Director of the Unit for Social Development and Education presented the report on the outcome of the meeting.  The Committee decided to welcome the report and to thank her for presenting it.
2.
Consideration of applications received from civil society organizations

The Committee decided to recommend that the Permanent Council accept the applications of the following civil society organizations to participate in OAS activities and that it proceed to enter them on the OAS register of CSOs:

· Asociación Panameña de Ejecutivos de Empresa (CP/CISC-31/03)

· International Ministries (CP/CISC-32/03)

· Environmental Law Institute (CP/CISC-33/03)

· Fundación Leer (CP/CISC-34/03)

3.
Preparations for the Special Meeting of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC), with the participation of civil society organizations, to be held at OAS headquarters on March 28, 2003

In accordance with the work plan adopted on September 19, 2002, and the General Assembly mandate set out in resolution AG/RES. 1852 (XXXII-O/02), on March 28 the Committee would hold a special meeting with the civil society organizations listed on the OAS register in order to strengthen dialogue, assess progress and contributions made to date toward their participation in OAS activities, and discuss strategies for increasing and strengthening such participation.  The special meeting would be held on the same date to continue facilitating civil society participation in the Summit of the Americas process. 
The Chair explained the format of the special meeting of the Committee, and the Secretariat for the Summit Process presented the draft agenda, which was adopted after a few clarifications had been made. 

4.
Consideration of the draft resolution “Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organization in OAS Activities,” document CP/CISC-18/03 rev. 3, prepared by the Working Group on Guidelines and Strategies for Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities
The Chair recalled that the Permanent Council, at its meeting of March 12, 2003, had considered the draft resolution “Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities” (CP/CISC-18/03 rev.  3). That draft had been prepared by the Working Group on Guidelines and Strategies for Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities and approved by the Committee, ad referendum of the Permanent Council, at its meeting of February 13, 2003.

The Chair explained that at the March 12 meeting of the Permanent Council, several delegations had expressed their views and concerns regarding the draft resolution.  The Permanent Representative of Mexico had presented an interpretative document, which would be part of the report on the matter and which most delegations had endorsed.  The Council decided to resubmit the draft resolution for consideration to the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.  


Following that introduction by the Chair, the Committee once again took up the draft resolution “Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  A large number of delegations expressed their views on the document and proposed amendments to it.  Said amendments would be included in the text that would be part of the corresponding report to be presented by the Chair to the Permanent Council at its next meeting, which would reflect the consensus reached after a lengthy discussion.  
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