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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL ON IMPLEMENTATION OF RESOLUTION AG/RES. 1901 (XXXII-O/02), “DECLARATION OF LA PAZ ON DECENTRALIZATION
AND ON STRENGTHENING REGIONAL AND MUNICIPAL ADMINISTRATIONS
AND PARTICIPATION OF CIVIL SOCIETY”


Operative paragraph 8 of resolution AG/RES. 1901 (XXXII-O/02) “Declaration of La Paz on Decentralization and on Strengthening Regional and Municipal Administrations and Participation of Civil Society” requested the Secretary General to present a report on the implementation of that resolution, and thereby pointed to five specific issues:

1. Operative paragraph 4 urges the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD) to continue its efforts so as to make progress in implementing the key areas and actions indicated by the ministers and high-level authorities.

The UPD has continued supporting the goals set forth in the Declaration of La Paz through activities carried out under its Decentralization Program at the request of the member states.  These areas are mentioned in the UPD’s Annual Work Plans, approved by the Permanent Council in documents CP/doc.3564/02 and CP/doc.3662/02 rev. 1 (Work Plans for 2002 and 2003 respectively).

Consultancy and technical cooperation services were provided in Central America under the Technical Cooperation Agreement signed with the Inter-American Development Bank on April 15 for a project called “Support for the Strengthening of Political Decentralization Processes in Central America.”  The activities include a series of technical studies and a subregional workshop held in the Dominican Republic on December 9-10, 2002, all geared to producing a series of recommendations to governments on the subject of decentralization.
In MERCOSUR, four coordinated national studies and one comparative study on decentralization and local autonomy were prepared at the request of the Meeting of Municipalities of Mercosur (Reunión de Municipios e Intendencias del MERCOSUR – REMI).  REMI is examining these studies, which are expected to provide basic material for ongoing exchanges and analysis and for development of a program to promote horizontal cooperation and the design of a training program for the various sectors involved in decentralization in that region.
The UPD has continued supporting and working with fora and seminars to examine challenges that are common to the region, seeking cooperation and consensus on strategic guidelines for a joint response to those challenges.  The UPD also worked in the eastern Caribbean with the Government of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines and the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) to organize a forum on local governance in small states and to define parameters for decentralization, local government, and citizen participation under the special circumstances of small territories with limited resources.

At the same time, to facilitate dissemination of information the hypertext page of the Program was redesigned and three publications were completed: “Building Democracy from the Grassroots” with the Inter-American Foundation; “Capacitación y Asistencia Técnica Municipal” [Municipal Training and Technical Assistance] with the Federation of Municipalities of the Central American Isthmus (FEMICA); and “Decentralization and Citizen Participation in the Andean Region,” with the Ecuadorian office of FLACSO.

2. Operative paragraph 5 reiterates the request by the ministers and high-level authorities to the Inter-American Development Bank, the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean, the World Bank, the Andean Development Corporation, and other entities for special support in developing and implementing the decisions they took, and requests the Secretary General of the Organization to transmit this resolution to those agencies.


Contact was made with the institutions mentioned in the resolution and working meetings were held with the Inter-American Development Bank, the World Bank, and the Economic Commission for Latin America regarding these institutions’ collaboration in attaining the RIAD (decentralization network) goals.

3. In operative paragraph 6, the General Assembly expresses appreciation to the Government of Mexico for its offer to host the Second Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities, to take place in Mexico City in the second semester of 2003; and requests the General Secretariat to provide support to that meeting.
4. In operative paragraph 5, the General Assembly also instructs the Permanent Council to convene the aforementioned meeting.

In its capacity as the Technical Secretariat of the Inter-American High-level Network on Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation (RIAD), the UPD supported the preparation, convening, and follow-up of a working meeting of the RIAD called by the Government of Mexico on September 10-11, 2002.  At the meeting, which was attended by multilateral agencies, academic institutions, and delegations from Brazil, Canada, the Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, the United States, and Venezuela, the RIAD analyzed strategies and methodologies for supporting and strengthening decentralization.  At the same time, consultations were held on plans for the Second Meeting of Ministers and High-level Authorities Responsible for Decentralization Policies.  Circulars have been distributed listing the principal conclusions of the meeting and a rapporteur’s report on all the meetings is being prepared.  The consultations provided the basis for the proposed agenda for the second ministerial meeting.
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