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Excellency:

I have the honor to address Your Excellency to transmit to you a copy of the “Inter-American Declaration on the Family,” which is being presented as part of the observations of the Government of Costa Rica on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Children's Institute.

I would be very grateful if you referred this document to the General Committee so that it may be brought to the attention of the General Assembly at its thirty-third regular session and so that the General Assembly may in turn instruct the Permanent Council to undertake a study and begin consideration of this important topic and transmit its findings to the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth regular session.

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration. 


Walter Niehaus

Ambassador

Permanent Representative 
His Excellency Dr. M. A. Odeen Ishmael
Ambassador
Permanent Representative of Guyana
Chair of the Permanent Council
Organization of American States
DRAFT INTER-AMERICAN DECLARATION ON THE FAMILY
(Presented by the Permanent Mission of Costa Rica)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
CONSIDERING:

The importance of the institution of the family as the essential framework for the physical, emotional, and social development of human beings and as the foundation of society;

That economic, social, technological, and cultural changes in society have an impact on the structure and meaning of the family, which appears to be particularly sensitive to social change;

That the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly, recognizes as a fundamental right of the individual the right to found
 a family, and underscores the importance of family rights;


That the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man, approved
 by the Ninth International Conference of American States in Bogotá, Colombia, in 1948, and the American Convention on Human Rights, signed at the Inter-American Specialized Conference on Human Rights in San José, Costa Rica, in 1969, make special reference to the rights to establish a family 
and to receive protection therefor
;


That the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and the Convention on the Rights of the Child declare the need for special protection of the family by the state and its institutions,
RESOLVES:

To proclaim this Inter-American Declaration on the Family so that the family may enjoy, for its own good and for the good of society, the rights cited herein, urging the governments of the member states and all those who share these principles 
to recognize and observe these rights by effective means.


ARTICLE
 1.  Every human being, especially every boy and girl, has the right to a family and to the stability of the family institution.


ARTICLE 2.  Parents, with equal rights and duties, have the right and the obligation to exercise responsibility regarding the transmission of life and the protection of their children, both before and after they are born.

ARTICLE 3.  The family has the right to privacy of family life and to be free from arbitrary
 interference therein, whether by the state or by other individuals.


ARTICLE 4.  The family has the right to take charge of the education of its children and to transmit to them its cultural, social, moral, religious, and other values.

ARTICLE 5.  Family members have the right to profess their own religious beliefs and to defend them.

ARTICLE 6.  The family has the right to enjoy social, economic, and cultural conditions that will contribute to its strengthening and comprehensive development.

ARTICLE 7.  The family has the right to obtain from the state, in case of risk or danger, necessary support and assistance to be able meet its basic needs, and to have access to a protection and social welfare system.

ARTICLE 8.  The family has the right to be provided by public authorities with appropriate family policy in the legal, economic, social, and fiscal areas, without any form of discrimination.

ARTICLE 9.  The family has the right to decent and humane housing in proportion to the number of family members, in a healthy environment and provided with the basic services for family and community life.

ARTICLE 10.  The family has the right to sufficient leisure time to foster the development of cultural and family values.

ARTICLE 11.  The family has the right to join any type of association or civic, cultural and, in particular, public welfare group.

ARTICLE 12.  States shall provide special protection to mothers both before and after childbirth.

ARTICLE 13.  States shall endeavor to eradicate all forms of child exploitation and all forms of domestic violence and child labor.

ARTICLE 14.  The family has the right to expect the mass media to be positive instruments for building society and reinforcing basic family values.

ARTICLE 15.  The elderly or senior citizens have the right to find, with their families or, where this is not possible, in acceptable institutions, an environment enabling them to live decent and active lives and to participate in their country’s social life.
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