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DRAFT RESOLUTION
PROMOTION OF WOMEN’S HUMAN RIGHTS AND
GENDER EQUITY AND EQUALITY
(Approved by the Committee on May 6, 2003)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

REAFFIRMING that the empowerment of women, their full participation in the development of our societies, and equal opportunity for them to exercise leadership are essential to the strengthening of democracy and the economic and social development of our peoples;

RECALLING the endorsement by the Heads of State and Government in the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP);

BEARING IN MIND that the objective of resolution AG/RES. 1732 (XXX-O/00), “Adoption and Implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality,” is the integration of a gender perspective as a decisive strategy for implementing the Program and achieving the ultimate aim of promoting and protecting women’s human rights and gender equity and equality;

EMPHASIZING that the adoption of the Inter-American Program reaffirmed the member states’ commitment to promote equal rights and opportunities for women and men, with a gender perspective, which will require the ongoing participation of the OAS and, in particular, of the CIM, as the principal forum for generating hemispheric policy on gender equity and equality, as well as cooperation between the OAS and the different regional and subregional agencies and entities;

BEARING IN MIND resolution AG/RES. 1853 (XXXII-O/02), “Implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality,” in which the General Assembly received the first report of the Secretary General on implementation of the Program;

RECALLING ALSO resolution AG/RES. 1741 (XXX-O/00), “Integrating a Gender Perspective in the Summits of the Americas,” which recommended that the Meetings of Ministers or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States be held every four years, and that they take the Inter-American Program into account and contribute to the preparatory and follow-up activities of the Summits of the Americas;

CONSIDERING the commitment made by the Organization of American States, in particular through the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), to facilitate the integration of a gender perspective in the work of its organs, agencies, and entities by developing training programs and disseminating information on women’s human rights, and to supporting governments in the systematic compilation and dissemination of statistical data disaggregated by sex; and

RECALLING that a firm political commitment and ongoing action from the member states and the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization is essential to attainment of the objectives established in the Program,
RESOLVES:

1.
To reaffirm its support for the work of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) as the principal forum for generating hemispheric policy on gender equity and equality and the promotion of women’s human rights.

2.
To support the CIM’s efforts to:
a.
Follow up on and implement the Program, including coordination of the ad hoc Inter-institutional Forum on Gender Equality;
b.
Integrate a gender perspective as a decisive strategy for developing the programs and actions of each of the Organization’s organs, agencies, and entities;
c.
Implement activities and programs for integrating a gender perspective into the results of ministerial meetings on labor, justice, and education;
d.
Implement its Plan of Action on Women’s Participation in Power and Decision-Making Structures; and
e.
Continue developing the topic “women, free trade, and economic integration,” the main item on the agenda for the Second Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States (REMIM-II), with a special focus on women’s economic empowerment.

3.
To request the Permanent Council, in fulfillment of the mandates of the Summit of the Americas and the Program, to:
a.
Integrate a gender perspective into its resolutions, activities, and initiatives, as appropriate, to ensure that they benefit women and men on an equal basis, availing itself of the expertise of the CIM;
b.
Consider convening a special meeting, in conjunction with the CIM and with participation by civil society organizations, in order to move forward with the implementation of the Program in the member states; and
c.
Continue promoting, in coordination with the CIM and the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD), activities related to the participation of women in political processes, in follow-up to the special meeting held in November 2002 at OAS headquarters.

4.
To request the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), through its Permanent Executive Committee, to follow up on the implementation of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 2002-2005, regarding the integration, by CIDI and its subsidiary bodies, of a gender perspective, both in policy formulation and in implementing cooperation programs, projects, and activities in the different priority areas of the Strategic Plan.

5.
To take note of the third report of the Secretary General on the implementation and promotion of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality, presented in fulfillment of resolution AG/RES.
 1853 (XXXII-O/02); and to urge him to continue to give it his full support, with special emphasis on the priorities set by the Assembly of Delegates of the Inter-American Commission of Women at its thirty-first regular meeting.

6.
To encourage efforts by member states to develop public policies, strengthen institutional mechanisms, and ensure compliance with laws that promote women’s human rights and gender equity and equality, including equal opportunity for men and women at all levels.

7.
To call upon the Secretary General to:
a.
Convene, for April 2004, pursuant to operative paragraph 4.c of resolution AG/RES. 1853 (XXXII-O/02), the Second Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States;
b.
Continue to integrate a gender perspective in all programs and policies of the Organization, building on the work thus far carried out in developing and implementing the OAS Gender Analysis Training Program;

c.
Reiterate the request to the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization to include in their annual reports to the General Assembly information on their efforts to integrate a gender perspective into their policies, programs, projects, and activities;
d.
Support the activities marking the 75th anniversary of the CIM; and
e.
Report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth regular session, in coordination with the CIM, on the implementation of the Program and of this resolution by the organs, agencies, and entities of the inter-American system.

8.
To instruct the Permanent Council to consider increasing the resources allocated to the CIM in the program-budget, enabling it fully to carry out its mandates.
DRAFT RESOLUTION
THIRD BIENNIAL REPORT ON FULFILLMENT OF RESOLUTION 
AG/RES. 1456 (XXVII-O/97), “PROMOTION OF THE INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION
ON THE PREVENTION, PUNISHMENT, AND ERADICATION OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN, ‘CONVENTION OF BELÉM DO PARÁ’”
(Approved by the Committee on May 15, 2003)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING resolution AG/RES. 1456 (XXVII-O/97), “Promotion of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará,’” which instructed the Permanent Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), in order to ensure follow-up of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, to report to the General Assembly every two years on progress made in its application and on experiences and results achieved through the initiatives and programs pursued in the member states to combat violence against women;

RECALLING ALSO resolutions AG/RES. 1626 (XXIX-O/99) and AG/RES. 1768 (XXXI-O/01), concerning the first and second biennial reports on fulfillment of resolution AG/RES. 1456 (XXVII-O/97), “Promotion of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará’”;

CONSIDERING that, to date, 31 countries have ratified the Convention of Belém do Pará, thereby demonstrating their commitment to the fulfillment of the Convention’s objectives for the elimination of violence against women, and that the states are duty-bound to respect and fulfill the obligations they have assumed;

CONSIDERING ALSO that the Plans of Action of the Summits of the Americas, the CIM’s Strategic Plan of Action, and the Inter-American Program for the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality have considered violence against women as an area for priority attention;

RECOGNIZING that, despite efforts to implement the objectives of the Convention of Belém do Pará, violence persists and is of such magnitude that it is imperative that efforts continue unabated to implement strategies to rid women of this scourge;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the project “Violence in the Americas,” the recommendations of the four subregional meetings held by the CIM, and the report submitted by that specialized organization; 

BEARING IN MIND that in resolution CP/RES. 807 (1307/02) the Permanent Council reiterated that the Regular Fund shall only be used to defray the costs of conferences and meetings already programmed in the budget of the Organization; and


BEARING IN MIND ALSO that the Assembly of Delegates of the CIM, at its thirty-first regular meeting, adopted resolution CIM/RES. 224 (XXXI-O/02), “Follow-up of the Convention of Belém do Pará,” in which it expressed an interest in studying the most appropriate way to follow up on the Convention of Belém de Pará,
RESOLVES:

1.
To take note of the Third Biennial Report of the CIM on fulfillment of resolution AG/RES. 1456 (XXVII-O/97), “Promotion of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Para,’” and to express concern regarding the conclusions thereof.

2.
To express its support for the work of the CIM and the member states in promoting the Convention and in pursuing its objectives, in keeping with the priorities established in the Plans of Action of the Summits of the Americas, the Strategic Plan of Action of the CIM, and the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality.

3.
To request the General Secretariat to provide necessary support to the meeting of experts which, pursuant to resolution CIM/RES. 224 (XXXI-O/02), will consider the document prepared by the CIM as well as other contributions and proposals with a view to making recommendations on the most appropriate way to follow up on the Convention of Belém do Pará.

4.
To urge the Secretary General to convene, in coordination with the CIM, {and in light of the resources allocated to the CIM by the Regular Fund} a conference of states parties to the Convention of Belém do Pará for it to decide on the most appropriate way to follow up on the Convention, to which those member states that are not parties to the Convention and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) would be invited.  The costs of this meeting shall be financed from resources available in subprogram 10W of the Regular Fund, subject to a favorable recommendation from the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs on the plan for that meeting presented by the CIM.  Any additional expense, or expense unforeseen in the Regular Fund, shall be covered with external funds or by the country offering to host the meeting.

5.
To request the IACHR Rapporteur on women’s human rights to bear in mind the recommendations contained in the Third Biennial Report of the Inter-American Commission of Women on fulfillment of resolution AG/RES. 1456 (XXVII-O/97), “Promotion of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará,’” (CP/doc.3718/03 corr. 1) as well as those issued by the subregional meetings on “Violence in the Americas, held in the framework of the CIM.”

6.
To urge all member states to continue to promote measures to prevent, punish, and eradicate violence against women in the Hemisphere, in particular by adjusting their legislation in pursuit of this objective.

7.
To encourage those member states that have not yet done so to consider, as appropriate, ratifying or acceding to the Convention of Belém do Pará.

8.
To invite the member states of the Organization to contribute to financing activities aimed at providing appropriate follow-up to the Convention of Belém do Pará.
DRAFT RESOLUTION
FOLLOW-UP ON THE INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION AGAINST
CORRUPTION AND ITS PROGRAM FOR COOPERATION
(Approved by the Committee at its meeting of May 6, 2003)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

BEARING IN MIND the mandates contained in resolution AG/RES. 1870 (XXXII-O/02), “Follow-up to the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and Its Program for Cooperation”;

CONSIDERING that the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas devotes a special chapter to the fight against corruption and that commitments are made therein on the Inter-American Convention against Corruption, the Inter-American Program for Cooperation in the Fight against Corruption, and the establishment of a follow-up mechanism for implementation of said Convention, as well as the strengthening of the Inter-American Network for Cooperation against Corruption, the strengthening of civil society participation in the respective states in the fight against corruption, and the adoption of policies, processes, and mechanisms to protect the public interest;

CONSIDERING ALSO the importance of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and the fact that it has been signed by 30 member states and was ratified by a further three member states in the past year, thereby bringing the total to 28, and the launch of the first review round, which included consideration of country reports in the framework of the Follow-up Mechanism for the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption, as well as participation therein by five new states, bringing the number of member states now participating to 27;

BEARING IN MIND that the Inter-American Convention against Corruption points out that “fighting corruption strengthens democratic institutions and prevents distortions in the economy, improprieties in public administration and damage to a society's moral fiber”;

BEARING IN MIND ALSO that in resolution CP/RES. 807 (1307/02) the Permanent Council reiterated that the Regular Fund should be used only to cover the costs of conferences and meetings already included in the program-budget of the Organization;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the legal cooperation programs and activities carried out by the General Secretariat in developing the Inter-American Program for Cooperation in the Fight against Corruption, with a view to promoting ratification and implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption, as well as the dissemination and exchange of information through the Inter-American Network for Cooperation against Corruption;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO that major advances can be made in the fight against corruption through information exchange, coordination of efforts, and partnership-building among the different branches and levels of government, parliamentarians, the private sector, and interested civil society organizations; and

RECOGNIZING the valuable efforts made by member states in combating impunity in cases of corruption-related offenses,
RESOLVES:

1.
To urge those member states of the OAS that have not yet done so to consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as the case may be, the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and to participate in the Follow-up Mechanism for its implementation.

2.
To urge the states parties to the Convention to take any measures they deem appropriate to adapt their domestic law and comply with the commitments they undertook upon ratification of or accession to the Convention.

3.
To urge the states parties to the Inter-American Convention against Corruption, on the basis of the Convention and the applicable laws and treaties, to provide the broadest reciprocal cooperation and assistance in processing requests emanating from authorities who, under their domestic law, are authorized to investigate or prosecute the acts of corruption described in the Convention, with a view to combating impunity.

4.
To invite those states parties that are members of the Follow-up Mechanism and have not yet done so to authorize the publication, by the Technical Secretariat for Legal Cooperation Mechanisms, of their replies to the questionnaire of the first round of review
.

5.
To request member states that have not yet done so to reply promptly to the Questionnaire on Ratification and Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (CP/GT/PEC-68/00 rev. 3), so that the Permanent Council may continue to examine replies from states in order to enhance implementation of the Convention, strengthen cooperation, and provide technical assistance to those that request it.

6.
To acknowledge the importance of the Follow-up Mechanism for the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption, as well as the progress made by the Committee of Experts of the Follow-up Mechanism for the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption, through, inter alia, the launch of the first round of review, and the consideration, adoption, and publication of the first country report; and to invite the Committee to continue to move forward in this process.

7.
To thank those states parties that have made voluntary contributions to the operation of the Follow-up Mechanism, technical cooperation activities, and other initiatives designed to implement the Convention; and to urge all states parties and states not parties to the Convention to make voluntary contributions to facilitate and ensure its implementation.

8.
To request the OAS General Secretariat to continue to serve as secretariat of the Follow-up Mechanism for Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and to provide it with all necessary technical support.

9.
To invite the Conference of States Parties to the Follow-up Mechanism for the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption to consider, at its second meeting, among other important topics, the progress made by the Follow-up Mechanism as well as issues regarding the funding thereof
.  The costs of this meeting shall be financed from resources available in subprogram 10W of the Regular Fund, subject to a favorable recommendation from the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP) on the plan for that meeting presented by the Secretariat for Legal Affairs.  Any additional expense, or expense unforeseen in the Regular Fund, shall be covered with external funds allocated to that Secretariat, or by the country offering to host the meeting.

10.
To instruct the Permanent Council to continue to foster the exchange of experiences and information among the OAS, multilateral organizations, and international financial institutions, in order to coordinate, strengthen, and identify cooperation activities in the area.  Also to foster the participation of civil society and, in particular, the private sector, among other pertinent entities, in these activities.

11.
To request the General Secretariat to continue carrying out, in the execution of the Inter-American Program for Cooperation in the Fight against Corruption, technical cooperation activities to provide assistance in the signature or ratification of, or accession to, the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and in its implementation, and in the exchange of information and experiences among government authorities responsible for this area, including those of the Inter-American Network for Cooperation against Corruption.

12.
To instruct the Permanent Council to present a report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
DRAFT RESOLUTION

the protection of refugees, returnees, and STATELESS

AND INTERNALLY DISPLACED PERSONS IN THE AMERICAS

(Approved by the Committee on May 20, 2003)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN resolution AG/RES. 1892 (XXXII-O/02), “The Protection of Refugees, Returnees, and Internally Displaced Persons in the Americas,” and resolutions AG/RES. 774 (XV-O/85), AG/RES. 838 (XVI-O/86), AG/RES. 951 (XVIII-O/88), AG/RES. 1021 (XIX-O/89), AG/RES. 1039 (XX-O/90), AG/RES. 1040 (XX-O/90), AG/RES. 1103 (XXI-O/91), AG/RES. 1170 (XXII-O/92), AG/RES. 1214 (XXIII-O/93), AG/RES. 1273 (XXIV-O/94), AG/RES. 1336 (XXV-O/95), AG/RES. 1416 (XXVI-O/96), AG/RES. 1504 (XXVII-O/97), and AG/RES. 1602 (XXVIII-O/98), in which it has reiterated its concern for persons in the Americas, such as refugees, returnees, stateless persons, and internally displaced persons, who are in need of international protection and/or humanitarian assistance;


NOTING that Canada, Colombia, El Salvador, Mexico, Paraguay, and Peru have adopted national legislation on refugees and that various member states are in the process of so doing, in fulfillment of resolutions adopted by this General Assembly, AG/RES. 1693 (XXIX-O/99), AG/RES. 1762 (XXX-O/00), AG/RES. 1832 (XXXI-O/01), and AG/RES. 1892 (XXXII-O/02);


WELCOMING the Declaration adopted at the Ministerial Meeting of States Parties to the 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol, held in Geneva in December 2001 with the participation of 23 OAS member states; and supporting the Agenda for Protection of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), which sets out concrete goals and objectives and guides member states, the UNHCR, and other pertinent players, in seeking to strengthen the international protection of asylum-seekers and refugees in the Americas and worldwide;


NOTING THAT next year will be the 20th anniversary of the 1984 Declaration of Cartagena on Refugees;


UNDERSCORING that to promote enhanced protection for refugees, comprehensive strategies are needed that include, among other aspects, voluntary repatriation, local integration, and resettlement, in the context of increasing solidarity and effective cooperation among all states, in keeping with the international conventions on the matter; and


REAFFIRMING that the protection of asylum-seekers, refugees, stateless persons, and internally displaced persons is strengthened through the increasing cooperation among the pertinent organs of the inter-American system with the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and other relevant players, which is reflected in the dialogue held each year in the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs,

RESOLVES:


1.
To urge the states parties to fully and effectively implement their obligations under the 1951 Convention and/or its 1967 Protocol in accordance with the intent and purpose of these instruments, by taking or continuing to take measures to strengthen asylum and render refugee protection more effective, including, inter alia, the adoption and implementation of national refugee provisions and procedures for the determination of refugee status and for the treatment of asylum-seekers and refugees, in keeping with international and regional instruments, according special attention to vulnerable groups and to the differentiated protection needs of women, children, and the elderly.


2.
To urge those member states that have not yet done so to consider signing, ratifying, or acceding to, as the case may be, the international instruments on refugees and statelessness, or to consider withdrawing the reservations entered at the time of ratification or accession, and to consider adopting the procedures and institutional mechanisms necessary for their effective implementation, in keeping with the principles established in international and regional instruments.


3.
To urge member states, with a view to promoting the protection of refugees, returnees, and stateless and internally displaced persons in the Americas, as appropriate:

a.
To apply protection measures that are consistent with international principles of international refugee protection, including, inter alia, non-refoulement, family unity, and confidentiality in cases of asylum;

b.
To adopt procedures to identify those persons in need of international protection, in keeping with the 1951 Convention and its 1967 Protocol, and with other pertinent international and regional instruments;

c.
To facilitate access to refugee status determination procedures;

d.
To facilitate procedures for processing claims for refuge- and asylum-seekers, taking gender and age into account, and including measures for victims of sexual abuse and trauma, as well as children who are unaccompanied or separated from one of their parents; and

e.
To provide, as appropriate and with the assistance of the UNHCR, adequate training to the appropriate authorities on international refugee law and on the provisions for the treatment of asylum-seekers and refugees.


4.
To renew its appeal for international and inter-American cooperation in cases of the mass flight of refugees to facilitate their voluntary repatriation and, when appropriate and feasible, the local integration or resettlement of refugees in a third country, in keeping with the international provisions.


5.
To continue and increase the support provided by member states and the organs of the inter-American system to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).

DRAFT RESOLUTION

PROMOTION OF AND RESPECT FOR INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW
/
(Approved by the Committee on May 20, 2003)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


REAFFIRMING the principles and purposes of the Charter of the Organization of American States and the Charter of the United Nations;


RECALLING its resolutions AG/RES. 1270 (XXIV-O/94), AG/RES. 1335 (XXV-O/95), AG/RES. 1408 (XXVI-O/96), AG/RES. 1503 (XXVII-O/97), AG/RES. 1565 (XXVIII-O/98), AG/RES. 1619 (XXIX-O/99), AG/RES. 1706 (XXX-O/00), AG/RES. 1770 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1771 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1900 (XXXII-O/02), and AG/RES. 1904 (XXXII-O/02);


DEEPLY CONCERNED over persistent violations of international humanitarian law affecting the world’s civilian populations, in particular children and women;


AWARE that the aim of international humanitarian law is to protect the civilian population and all persons affected by armed conflict and that it establishes that the right of parties to armed conflict to choose the methods and means of war is not unlimited;

RECOGNIZING that international humanitarian law provides appropriate provisions for preventing and alleviating human suffering in situations of armed conflict; the need to reinforce its provisions by achieving their universal acceptance and their widest possible dissemination and application; and the importance of developing it;

RECALLING that it is the obligation of all states to observe and enforce, in all circumstances, the standards established in the 1949 Geneva Conventions and, for the states that are parties thereto, those contained in the 1977 Additional Protocols to those conventions
;


REITERATING the obligation of states to adopt legislative, administrative, educational, and practical measures for the application, at the national level, of the standards of international humanitarian law;


AWARE of the need to punish those responsible for war crimes
, crimes against humanity, and other grave breaches 
of international humanitarian law;


RECALLING that the Statute of the International Criminal Court defines war crimes and crimes against humanity that its states parties have committed not to let go unpunished;


TAKING NOTE OF the holding of the first meeting of the International Criminal Court, on March 11, 2003;

TAKING NOTE ALSO of the entry into force, on February 12, 2002, of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict;


CONCERNED over the disappearance of persons and the taking of hostages, particularly during armed conflict, and the suffering this causes to families and loved ones during and after the conflict;


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the results of the international conference of government and nongovernmental experts on disappeared persons, held in Geneva, Switzerland, from February 19 to 21, 2003;


UNDERSCORING the need to protect cultural heritage from the effects of armed conflicts;


NOTING the decision of the States Parties to the 1980 United Nations Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons Which May be Deemed to be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects to commence negotiations with a view to adopting a new instrument on explosive remnants of war;


RECOGNIZING the important part played by the national committees or commissions established in numerous countries for the dissemination and application of international humanitarian law in ensuring that the Geneva Conventions and, where applicable, the Additional Protocols thereto, as well as the other instruments of international humanitarian law, are incorporated into the domestic law of states parties to those instruments, so as to ensure proper compliance with and dissemination of those instruments;


UNDERSCORING ONCE MORE the ongoing efforts of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) to promote and disseminate knowledge of international humanitarian law and the activities it carries out as an organization that is impartial, neutral, and independent under any and all circumstances; and


EXPRESSING its satisfaction with the fruitful cooperation between the OAS General Secretariat and the ICRC in furtherance of the agreement signed on May 10, 1996, and with the holding of a special meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, at OAS headquarters, on March 20, 2003, to discuss the promotion of international humanitarian law and its observance, on which a report was prepared by the Committee Chair (DIH/doc.23/03),

RESOLVES:


1.
To urge member states and all parties to an armed conflict to respect their obligations under international humanitarian law, particularly those that apply to protection of the civilian population.

2.
To urge member states of the Organization that have not yet done so to consider becoming parties to the following treaties:

a.
The 1977 Additional Protocols (I and II) to the 1949 Geneva Conventions; and that they consider making the declaration contemplated in Article 90 of Protocol I;

b.
The 1998 Statute of Rome of the International Criminal Court;

c.
The 1997 Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Antipersonnel Mines and on Their Destruction;

d.
The 1980 Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects, including the amendment to its Article I adopted in 2001 and its four protocols;

e.
The 1954 Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict, its 1954 Protocol, and its 1999 Second Protocol, on enhanced protection;

f.
The 1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child and its Optional Protocol on the involvement of children in armed conflict, which includes their participation in hostilities and their recruitment into armed forces and armed groups;
g.
The 1997 Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA); and

h.
The 1994 Convention on the Safety of United Nations and Associated Personnel.


3.
To urge the member states and all parties to an armed conflict to respect the impartiality, neutrality, and independence of humanitarian action in accordance with the guiding principles adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in its resolution 46/182, dated December 19, 1991, and to ensure the well-being of the staff of humanitarian missions.


4.
To urge member states to adopt the necessary measures to implement, at the national level, the provisions
 contained in the instruments of international humanitarian law to which they are parties; to enlist, if necessary, the technical assistance of the ICRC; to bring about widest possible dissemination of international humanitarian law throughout the population, particularly among the armed forces and security forces, by including it in doctrine, military manuals, and official instruction programs.


5.
To invite member states to continue to support the work of national advisory committees or commissions or similar bodies for the dissemination and implementation of international humanitarian law where they already exist, and to consider establishing such bodies where this is not already the case, with support from the International Committee of the Red Cross.


6.
To urge the parties to an armed conflict to take immediate measures to determine the identity and status of persons reported as missing; and to invite member states to consider the dissemination and application of the observations and recommendations issued at the international conference of government and nongovernmental experts on disappeared persons, held in Geneva, Switzerland, from February 19 to 21, 2003.

7.
To urge member states to apply the necessary measures to protect cultural property from the effects of armed conflicts, such as the identification, registration, or distinctive marking of such property.


8.
To urge the states, in accordance with international legal obligations they have assumed both in times of peace and in times of armed conflict, to pay special attention to the obligation, in the study, development, acquisition, or adoption of a new weapon or means or method of warfare, to determine whether its employment would be contrary to international humanitarian law, and, in that event, neither to adopt it for use by the armed forces nor to manufacture it for such purposes.

9.
To invite the states parties to the Rome Statute 
to define in their criminal legislation, in addition to crimes that must be repressed by other international humanitarian law treaties, those set forth in the Statute, and that they adopt all measures necessary to cooperate effectively with the International Criminal Court.


10.
To invite member states to contribute to the quest for a solution to the problem of unexploded ammunition by means of a new instrument and to take part in the negotiations under way for that purpose at the United Nations.


11.
To urge member states to consider adopting the appropriate measures, at the national level, to address the grave humanitarian consequences of the unregulated availability of arms, in keeping with the Programme of Action adopted at the United Nations Conference on the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects (New York, July 9-20, 2001).


12.
To request the General Secretariat to continue to organize, through the Secretariat for Legal Affairs and in coordination with the ICRC, governmental conferences to disseminate and reinforce the implementation of international humanitarian law and related inter-American conventions.


13.
To instruct the Permanent Council, with support from the General Secretariat and in cooperation with the ICRC, to continue to organize special meetings on topical issues in the area of international humanitarian law.


14.
To instruct the Permanent Council to present a report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
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� At the meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on May 20, 2003, the United States requested that its reservation on operative paragraph 9 of this resolution be placed on record.
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