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INTRODUCTION


During the period covered by this report, the General Committee, composed of one representative of each member state, was chaired by Ambassador Victor Hugo Godoy Morales, Permanent Representative of Guatemala, and by Ambassador Odeen Ishmael, Permanent Representative of Guyana.

This report provides a summary of the observations and recommendations made by the delegations on the annual reports of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization.

I.  MANDATE


The Permanent Council entrusted the General Committee with consideration of the annual reports to be presented by the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization of American States (OAS) to the General Assembly at its thirty-third regular session, for the purposes set forth in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.  That article reads:


Article 91


The Permanent Council shall also:

f) Consider the reports of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, of the General Secretariat, of specialized agencies and conferences, and of other bodies and agencies, and present to the General Assembly any observations and recommendations it deems necessary.

II.  WORKING PROCEDURE


The General Committee, under the chairmanship of Ambassador Víctor Hugo Godoy Morales, Permanent Representative of Guatemala, and on the basis of instructions from the Permanent Council, began its work on March 19, 2003.  Beginning on April 2, 2003, the Committee was chaired by Ambassador Odeen Ishmael, Permanent Representative of Guyana. 


At its first meeting, on March 19, the General Committee, at the suggestion of the Chair, adopted the following working procedure:

i.
The annual reports of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, and the Justice Studies Center of the Americas will be considered, as stipulated, by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs.

ii.
The General Committee will take up the annual reports of the following organs, agencies, and entities:

· Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)

· Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL)

· Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)

· Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH)
/
· Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)

· Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)

· Inter-American Indian Institute (III)

· Inter-American Children’s Institute (IACI)

· Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD)

· Secretary General

· Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI)

· Justice Studies Center of the Americas (CEJA)

· Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE)

iii.
As indicated in Article 35.4 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the chairs, presidents, and directors of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization will be asked to attend the meetings in order to provide clarifying or supplementary information that may be requested of them or that they consider it essential to present orally as well.
iv.
Pursuant to General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 1669 (XXIX-O/99), the General Committee will study the draft resolutions that may have been included in the annual reports when said reports were previously considered by the respective governing bodies of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization.

v. Taking into account Article 38 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, this Committee will compile, in a single document, the observations and recommendations concerning the annual reports considered by this Committee, with specific reference to any draft resolutions approved.

vi. To facilitate the analysis of the reports by the delegations, the General Secretariat prepared the document “Reports of the Organs, Agencies, and Entities Referred to in Article 91.f of the Charter – Requirements as to Format, Content, and Deadlines” (CP/doc.3700/03), which is part of this report (Appendix I) and should serve as a basis for assessing whether each report presented to this Committee has met the requirements as to format, content, and deadlines.

III.
OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS


In fulfillment of the mandate entrusted to it by the Permanent Council, the General Committee held meetings on March 26; April 2, 9, and 16; and May 7, 2003.


At those meetings, the Committee considered the following reports:

1. Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) to the General Assembly 
The General Committee, at its meeting of March 26, 2003, heard the presentation by the Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), Ms. Carmen Lomellin, on the annual report of the Commission to the General Assembly at its thirty-third regular session, document CP/doc.3702/03.

Following the presentation, the delegations of the Dominican Republic, Guyana, Venezuela, Costa Rica, the United States, Mexico, and Panama commented on the report.  The General Committee duly noted that the report had been presented within the statutory deadline and placed on record the comments made by delegations during consideration of the report. 

The General Committee expressed satisfaction with the actions taken by the CIM in connection with promoting mainstreaming of the gender perspective into ministerial meetings and the OAS and with the measures taken to continue the ratification process of the Convention of Belém do Pará.  The delegations expressed great interest in the Commission’s continuing its active participation in following up on and developing the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women's Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality. 

The Secretary General was urged to continue providing the CIM with the necessary support to promote activities intended to implement the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, "Convention of Belém do Pará," with a view to establishing the most appropriate way to follow up on it, pursuant to resolutions CIM/RES. 224 (XXXI-O/02), “Follow-up on the Convention of Belém do Pará,” of the CIM Assembly of Delegates, and General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 1768 (XXXI-O/01), “Second Biennial Report on Compliance with AG/RES. 1456 (XXVII-O/97), ‘Promotion of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará.” ’ ”

Attention was drawn to the importance of the project to prevent “trafficking in women and children for purposes of sexual exploitation in the Americas.”  Further, emphasis was placed on the importance of projects on women’s participation in power structures and decision-making, the eradication of poverty, and discrimination against women.

The Committee commended the measures taken to promote and publicize the image of the CIM and its relations with other agencies of the inter-American and the United Nations systems, other regional and international organs and organizations, and civil society organizations.

The Committee noted that some delegations had expressed support for the recommendations made by the CIM in Chapter VII of its annual report, which the Permanent Council, should it see fit, would submit to the General Assembly for consideration.

The Committee thanked the Inter-American Commission of Women for the timely presentation of its report and for fulfilling the requirements established by regulations and General Assembly resolutions.  It agreed to take note of the observations and recommendations made on the CIM annual report by the representatives and to ask that they be referred in due course to the Permanent Council for consideration, in pursuance of Article 91.f of the Charter.

Lastly, at its meeting of March 15, the General Committee approved the draft resolution “Fighting the Crime of Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women, Adolescents, and Children” (CP/CG-1531/03 rev. 2), attached hereto as Appendix V.

2. Annual Report of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) to the General Assembly
On March 26, 2003, the General Committee heard the presentation by Mr. Clovis Baptista, Executive Secretary of CITEL, on its annual report to the General Assembly at its thirty-third regular session, document CP/doc.3695/03.

After the presentation, the delegations of Costa Rica, Honduras, the United States, Panama, and Mexico commented on the report.  The General Committee noted the following observations made by delegations during consideration of the report. 

Noteworthy among them were:

· Promotion of connectivity in the region of the Americas through preparation and adoption of the Connectivity Agenda for the Americas and the Plan of Action of Quito.

· Support for the member states and associate members in the exchange of information and best practices to enable changes in the telecommunications environment to be addressed.

· Improvement in CITEL procedures to reduce costs and information access time

· Progress in implementing the Mutual Recognition Agreement for Conformity Assessment of Telecommunications Equipment (MRA), revision of the book “Information Infrastructure in the Americas,” establishment of a program on identification of the offense mobile terminal cloning, and planning the publication of a reference book on tele-medicine.

· Preparation and distribution of publications on the Global Information Infrastructure and on tele-education in the Americas;

· Publication of CITEL’s own magazine, which highlights the activities of the Commission and current issues affecting the telecommunications community in the Americas;

· Diverse activities to ensure the coordinated allocation of the spectrum in the region, including the continuous updating of the spectrum usage database available on the CITEL web page in French, English, and Spanish;

· Partnerships established through cooperation agreements with nine telecommunications organizations from various parts of the world to improve coordination with other telecommunications organizations for the development and implementation of effective and sustainable programs.

· Stronger coordination among subregional, regional, and international agencies to avoid duplication of effort.

· Increased utilization of new forms of training in the telecommunications field so that personnel might access knowledge enabling them to take decisions.

There was a call for wider dissemination of the Inter-American Convention on an International Amateur Radio Permit (IARP), which had been approved by the Second Meeting of the Permanent Executive Committee of CITEL in December 1994 [COM/CITEL RES. 5 (II-94)] and then adopted in Montrouis, Haiti, by the General Assembly at its twenty-fifth regular session [AG/RES. 1316 (XXV-O/95)].  The Convention on the IARP entered into force on February 23, 1996.  It allowed persons holding an IARP in one member state to operate temporarily in the amateur service in another member state, without further modifications.  Any member state could issue permits to its citizens to operate in other member states. 

Emphasis was placed on the progress made in implementing the Mutual Recognition Agreement on Assessment of Telecommunication Equipment for Conformity (ARM) for the purpose of truly integrated telecommunications in the Americas, and a special effort was requested to ensure that the Caribbean and Central American states are apprised of the requirements and advantages of participation in the ARM.

The importance of efforts to update the Blue Book:  Telecommunication Policies for the Americas Region was highlighted, with particular attention to the specific needs and requirements of the Central American and Caribbean countries.  The Blue Book was a tool that had proven indispensable for the region’s regulators, as it covered priority aspects of the sector, among them: spectrum management, interconnection, economic models for universal service, administrative procedures, and convergence of services and the Internet. 

Emphasis was placed on the need to seek mechanisms to increase the number and participation of associate members, and on the importance of CITEL’s continuing role as a permanent forum and a means of coordinating the activities of all those interested in telecommunications policy formulation, including international, regional, and subregional organizations, the private sector, and other organizations involved in the sector.

The Committee recognized the initiatives taken in 2002 by CITEL in response to the challenges of the telecommunications environment and to improve its capacity to meet the needs of its member states and associate members.  It also thanked CITEL for presenting the report within the statutory timeframe and decided to take note of the observations and recommendations issued by the delegations and present them to the Permanent Council for consideration, for the purposes envisaged in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

These observations are reflected in the draft resolution attached to this report as Appendix II, CP/CG-1520/03 rev. 1, which was considered and approved by the General Committee at its meeting of April 19, 2003.  At the same April 19 meeting, the General Committee approved two other draft resolutions pertaining to CITEL, "Amendments to the Statute of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission" (CP/CG-1523/03 rev. 1) and "Amendment to the Inter-American Convention on an International Amateur Radio Permit” (CP/CG-1524/03 rev. 1), which are attached hereto as Appendixes III and IV.

3. Annual report of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)

The General Committee, at its meeting of April 2, 2003, considered the annual report of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), document CP/doc.3711/03. The meeting was attended by Mr. David Beall, Executive Secretary of CICAD, who gave a brief summary of the report.  The delegations of the United States, Mexico, the Dominican Republic, Uruguay, Venezuela, Peru, and Colombia then made observations and recommendations on the report, which are noted below.

Mention was made of the important role played by CICAD in the inter-American system’s efforts to fight all aspects of the drug problem.

Delegates recognized the important progress made with the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM) as a vital tool of hemispheric cooperation, one that is necessary to the formulation of effective policy to fight all manifestations of the drug problem.  It was suggested that the possibility of giving it political content by presenting its results to the policymaking bodies of the Organization be considered.  

It was decided to urge the member states to carry out the national and hemispheric recommendations set forth in the MEM reports, and to encourage them to participate in the next MEM evaluation round.

Attention was called to the way CICAD had used the Inter-American Observatory on Drugs to increase its assistance to member states in their efforts to develop and maintain uniform data collection systems for assessing the drug abuse problem. 

It was deemed important that, within its mission of promoting and facilitating multilateral cooperation throughout the Hemisphere to control the use, production, and trafficking of illicit drugs and related offenses, CICAD had also addressed the growing concern over links between terrorism, drug trafficking, money laundering, and firearms trafficking over the past year. 

Also emphasized was the importance of CICAD’s continuing:

· To lend assistance to member states and nongovernmental organizations in the development of programs to prevent drug abuse by primary school children, and to increase its professional training programs in the area of demand reduction;

· To provide technical and financial assistance for execution of alternative development projects in member states where illicit crops are found, at the same time promoting market access for the products generated by alternative development programs so as to increase their sustainability; 

· To assist member states in strengthening financial controls by establishing and implementing their financial intelligence units (FIUs) and training inspectors and other finance sector personnel;

· To assist states in adopting appropriate domestic laws and regulations governing activities in nonfinancial sectors that could be affected by money laundering;

· To provide technical and financial assistance in the design and preparation of national anti-drug plans for the member states;

· Through the group of experts on the control of money laundering, to continue fighting money laundering and related offenses, in particular the funding of terrorism, by executing the group’s 2003 work plan.

The Committee thanked CICAD for presenting the report within the statutory timeframe and thanked the member states and permanent observers to the OAS for their specific financial contributions toward the execution of CICAD activities.  The Committee also called for continued efforts to secure increased financial contributions to CICAD from member states, permanent observers, and international financial institutions.  The Committee decided to take note of the comments and recommendations made on the annual report of CICAD by the representatives and to submit them in due course to the Permanent Council for consideration, for the purposes established in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

These observations and recommendations are reflected in the draft resolutions approved on May 20, 2003:  “Annual Report of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission and Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism” (CP/CG-1522/03 rev. 4) and “Implementation of the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission” (CP/CG-1536/03 rev. 2 corr. 1), attached to this report as Appendixes VI and VII, respectively.

4. Annual Report of the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IACI)

At its meeting of April 2, 2003, the General Committee considered the Annual Report of the Inter-American Children's Institute, document CP/doc.3699/03.

The IACI Director, Mr. Alejandro Bonasso, gave an audiovisual summary of the Institute’s activities during 2002.  The delegations of Peru, Mexico, the Dominican Republic, and Argentina then made observations and recommendations, which are reported below.

The Committee decided to congratulate the Inter-American Children's Institute on its work on behalf of children and to urge it to continue with its 2000-2004 strategic program for comprehensive promotion of children’s rights.

Satisfaction was expressed in connection with seminars, courses, and conferences the Institute has been sponsoring in some countries of the Hemisphere.

Some delegations suggested that, given their importance, the IACI report should contain a more substantive discussion of the topics.  It was also proposed that the resolutions of the Directing Council be included, since they are highly important and merit broader circulation.

For the purposes established in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter, the Committee decided to submit the report, along with the recommendations made by the delegations, to the Permanent Council for consideration.

Also, at the initiative of the delegations of Peru and Uruguay, during the meeting of May 15, 2003, the Committee approved the draft resolution “Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Children in the Americas” (CP/CG-1548/03), attached to this report as Appendix VIII.

5. Annual report of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) 

At its meeting of April 2, 2003, the General Committee considered the Annual Report of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), document CP/doc.3708/03, presented by Mr. Felipe P. Monteiga, Director, Relations with Strategic Partners, and Representative in the United States of IICA. 

The Committee noted observations on this report by the delegations of Mexico, the Dominican Republic, Costa Rica, Venezuela, the United States, Chile, Antigua and Barbuda, and Panama.

IICA was thanked for its assistance to the countries of the region in the agricultural sector, especially the rural sector modernization plan.  Attention was called to activities in the areas of trade and agribusiness development, agricultural health and food safety, sustainable rural development, technology and innovation, information and communication, and education and training.

The delegations suggested that consideration be given to making the other bodies of the Organization more aware of the Institute’s activities, perhaps by way of periodic reports, in view of the importance of its work to the member states.

Also mentioned were the following activities carried out by IICA as an institution connected with the Summits of the Americas Process and in response to mandates received:  

· Creation of the Office of Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process, which forms part of the Office of the Director General of the Institute;

· Establishment of a mechanism for implementing and monitoring the Declaration of Bavaro (IABA Resolution 379) and dissemination of the content and objectives of this resolution among other key leaders and stakeholders of the agricultural sector;

· Contribution to the establishment of the Group for the Implementation and Coordination of the Agreements on Agriculture and Rural Life of the Summits Process (GRICA);

· Installation of an electronic system for hemispheric dialogue as part of the Institute’s website;

· Support for the efforts of member state governments to develop a framework of joint policies and activities consistent with the Declaration of Bavaro;

· Contribution to the preparation of the base document on strategic guidelines for supporting rural life and agriculture in Ibero-America;

· Organization of a technical forum on agriculture and cooperation in the context of the international development objectives set for 2015 (Costa Rica, October).

Importance was attached to continuing to develop and strengthen mechanisms for cooperation and exchange with other organs, agencies, and entities of the inter-American system for proposing, coordinating, and executing policies and programs relating to the improvement of agriculture and rural life, in the context of the inter-American system and the Summits of the Americas process.

Also noted were the establishment of a new, more horizontal organizational structure within the office of the Director General and strengthened operating and decision-making capabilities at the offices of the Institute in the member states.

Emphasis was placed on the importance of IICA’s continuing efforts to support the member states in developing more competitive agriculture of the quality required to maintain and increase its products’ access to world markets.

The Committee thanked IICA for presenting the report and decided to urge IICA to continue its efforts in support of OAS member states as they seek progress and prosperity in the Hemisphere by developing a farming sector that is competitive, technologically prepared, environmentally managed, and socially equitable for the peoples of the Americas.

For the purposes established in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter, the Committee decided to submit the report, with the recommendations made by the delegations, to the Permanent Council for consideration.

6. Annual report of the Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD)
On March 26, 2003, the Committee considered the Annual Report of the OAS Administrative Tribunal (CP/doc.3697/03).

Read aloud to the Committee was a note from the President of the Tribunal, Dr. Rosa Montalvo, on its activities from March 1, 2002, to February 28, 2003.  The Committee resolved to acknowledge the important activities carried out by the OAS Administrative Tribunal, thanked it for presenting its report within the prescribed time period, and decided to present it in due course to the Permanent Council, for the purposes set forth in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.
7. Annual Report of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (CEJA)

The General Committee, at its meeting of April 9, 2003, considered the Annual Report of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas, document CP/doc.3713/03, which was presented by Dr. Douglas Cassel, Chair of the Board of Directors.  

Once the presentation had concluded, the delegations of Brazil, the United States, Canada, and Chile made observations on the report and on the activities of the Center during the period covered. 

The delegations pointed to the CEJA’s efforts to generate and apply means of improving information on justice in the Americas.  They also welcomed its efforts to increase cooperation and the exchange of experience among key players in the justice sector at the regional level.  And they pointed to the in-depth studies of justice systems and the encouragement of innovative proposals in the discussion of judicial reform. 

Research projects on judicial statistics and the follow-up to criminal procedure reform were highlighted, as were the events organized throughout this period.  Also noted was the contribution to the project on preventing racism and all forms of discrimination and intolerance, which has generated a high level of expectation. 

The delegations stated that attaining the objectives proposed by the Center depended largely on their funding; accordingly, they called for contributions toward CEJA activities.  In addition, they suggested that the report should include a section on CEJA’s governing documents, so as to clarify its relationship with the Organization.

Lastly, for the purposes established in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter, the Committee decided to submit the report, with the recommendations made by the delegations, to the Permanent Council for consideration.

8. Annual report of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE)

On April 2, 2003, the General Committee took note of the presentation given by Ambassador Margarita Escobar, Permanent Representative of El Salvador, as Vice Chair of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE), on the annual report to the General Assembly (document CP/doc.3714/03), and of the observations and recommendations made by the delegations of Costa Rica, Mexico, Venezuela, the United States, Uruguay, and Trinidad and Tobago.

Note was taken of the third regular session, held in San Salvador, El Salvador, from January 22 to 24, 2003.  Presiding over that meeting was the foreign minister of El Salvador, María Eugenia Brizuela de Ávila, who represented that country.  

The delegations noted the dialogue of heads of delegation at the third regular session of CICTE, on the topics “Cooperation in the fight against terrorism:  bilateral, subregional, and regional aspects” and “Emerging terrorist threats,” which led to a rich and useful exchange of information and national views. 

Also mentioned was the adoption, at that time, of the Declaration of San Salvador on Strengthening Cooperation in the Fight against Terrorism and the adoption of the Committee’s Work Plan.

The Committee stressed the importance of revising the Statute and Rules of Procedure, proposed amendments to which would be submitted for consideration by the Committee at its fourth regular session, scheduled for 2004 in Uruguay.

It also pointed to the importance of the participation by the Chair and the Secretariat of CICTE in the special counterterrorism meeting held at the United Nations on March 6, 2003, and of collaboration and coordination between CICTE and the international community on counterterrorism programs and activities.  

The delegations applauded the efforts of the CICTE Secretariat in conducting its training programs, especially in the areas of border and financial controls, and its formation of a database of experts in financial and border matters, which may be found on the Committee’s web page.  

The Committee thanked CICTE for presenting the report and decided to take note of the comments and recommendations made thereon by the representatives and to submit them to the Permanent Council for consideration, for the purposes established in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

Finally, at its meeting of March 19, 2003, the Committee approved the resolution “Support for the Work of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism” (CP/CG-1550/03) that had been proposed by the delegations of El Salvador, Costa Rica, the United States, Argentina, Colombia, Peru, and Uruguay.  This draft resolution is attached to this report as Appendix IX.

9. Annual Report of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)
On March 26, 2003, the General Committee meeting was attended by Dr. A. David Brandling-Bennett, Deputy Director of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), who briefly summarized that Organization’s annual report, document CP/doc.3710/03 and CP/doc.3710/03 add. 1.

In the course of consideration of the annual report, the delegations drew attention to the important health activities PAHO is carrying out in fulfillment of its purposes and objectives in the Hemisphere.
The Committee, on concluding consideration of the Annual Report of PAHO, thanked its Deputy Director for his presentation and decided to present the report to the Permanent Council for the purposes set forth in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter, along with the recommendations contained therein.
10. Inter-American Indian Institute (III)
At its meeting of      2003, the Committee took note of document CP/doc.3712/03, containing the Annual Report of the Inter-American Indian Institute (III) to the General Assembly.  The delegations of Canada and Mexico spoke during the consideration of this report.

Mention was made of the difficulties the Institute has faced because of a lack of resources.  Attention was called to the efforts of the present Director to provide adequate services to the member states.  Progress was noted in terms of library services, recovery of historical archives, and design of the webpage to provide up-to-date information and document services to the region.  The conclusion of a headquarters agreement was also noted.

The need to lend greater support to the Inter-American Indian Institute was noted, especially in view of the importance of indigenous issues on the OAS agenda.

After completing its consideration of the annual report of the III, the Committee expressed appreciation for its presentation, took note of the observations made by the delegations, and decided to forward them to the Permanent Council for the purposes contemplated in Article 91.f. of the OAS Charter. 

11. Annual Report of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI)

Article 23.g of the CIDI Statutes establishes that CIDI shall approve the annual report and other reports it is to present to the General Assembly.  CIDI held its annual meeting on April 25, 2003.  The annual report, document CP/doc.3738/03, was submitted to the General Committee at its meeting of May 7, 2003, by Ambassador Jorge Valero Briceño, Permanent Representative of Venezuela, as Chair of the Permanent Executive Committee of CIDI (CEPCIDI).

Once the presentation had concluded and some delegations had made comments and recommendations, the Committee thanked CIDI for presenting its annual report, noted the observations made by the delegations, and decided to forward them to the Permanent Council for the purposes contemplated in Article 91.f. of the OAS Charter.
The Committee also decided to recognize the important activities carried out by the Inter-American Council for Integral Development and its subsidiary bodies and to ask it to continue promoting hemispheric dialogue and to redouble its efforts to forge partnership for development among member states in support of their integral development and, above all, as a contribution to the eradication of poverty.
IV.  CONCLUSIONS


The General Committee, at its meeting of May 19, 2003, decided, for the purposes of Article 91.f of the OAS Charter, to place this report before the Permanent Council for consideration, along with the accompanying draft resolutions.  These drafts reflect the observations and recommendations the delegations have seen fit to present on the annual reports identified in Chapter III of this document. 
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REPORTS OF THE ORGANS, AGENCIES, AND ENTITIES REFERRED TO IN

ARTICLE 91.F OF THE CHARTER

REQUIREMENTS AS TO FORMAT, CONTENT, AND DEADLINES
/
	APPLICABLE PROVISIONS
	REQUIREMENTS AS TO FORMAT,

CONTENT, AND DEADLINES



	ARTICLE 35

RULES OF PROCEDURE of the PERMANENT COUNCIL
	Deadlines

· Referral to the Permanent Council through the Secretary General at least 90 days before the start of each regular session of the General Assembly.

· The Permanent Council may request the chairs, presidents, and directors of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization to attend the meetings at which their reports are to be considered in order to provide clarifying or supplementary information as may be required.  When a chair, president, or director is unable to attend, the Permanent Council may receive such information from whoever represents him or her pursuant to the applicable statutes or rules of procedure.



	AG/RES. 1452 (XXVI-O/97)

	Content and format

· As brief as possible and, when published in book form, accompanied by an executive summary for consideration by the Permanent Council.

· A brief account of the origin, legal bases, structure, and purposes of the organ, agency, or entity in question;

· Summarized information on the mandates and recommendations of the General Assembly, and of the governing bodies of the body concerned, on the implementation of said mandates and recommendations.

· A summary of the activities conducted to carry out its particular purposes, objectives, and mandates, presented by program area and country, noting progress achieved, difficulties encountered in implementation, and any other information considered relevant for presentation to the General Assembly.

· A summary of relations and forms of cooperation with other inter-American organs and with similar regional and world organizations and the coordination achieved in their activities.

· A list of the meetings held during the period covered by the report and within the corresponding area of competence, with an indication of the document containing the final report of each of those meetings.

· A summary of the current financial situation, which shall include the budget for the year covered by the report; information on the source and the amount of funding sought and obtained; efforts to obtain external funding and their success; expenditures; the status of quota collections; and a global budgetary projection and possible sources of funding for the following year.

· (Applies to those funded directly by the Organization and to others when they see fit.)

· The resolutions, recommendations, or observations it decides to present to the General Assembly.

	AG/RES. 1586 (XXVIII-O/98) 


	Deadlines

· Reiterated that the criteria set out in resolution AG/RES. 1452 (XXVII-O/97) should be adhered to strictly. 

Content and format

· Requested that the Permanent Council consider examining the above-mentioned reports with the assistance of the technical areas within the General Secretariat in order to ensure more beneficial and satisfactory review of the technical work carried out by the various organs, agencies, and entities, as well as to foster dialogue and stimulate cooperation between these bodies and the General Secretariat. 



	AG/RES. 1669

(XXIX-O/99)

	Deadlines

· Reaffirmed the deadlines provided in Article 35 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council.

Content and format

· Consideration of a gender equity approach.  

· Inclusion of the draft resolutions they see fit to transmit to the Assembly, after consideration by their respective members or specialists in the area.  

	AG/RES. 1839
(XXXI-O/01)

	Deadlines

· Reiterated the deadlines provided in Article 35 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, so that the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs might take them into account when examining the proposed program-budget.

Content and format

· Inclusion of a section on quantifiable results obtained.

	AG/RES. 1853 (XXXII-O/02)

	Content and format

· Detailed account of the measures taken to implement the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality and to mainstream the gender perspective into the programs, projects, and activities carried out.

	AG/RES. 1883 (XXXII-O/02)

	Deadlines

· Reiterated the deadlines provided in Article 35 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council and, to that end, requested the organs, agencies, and entities to approve their reports, following the procedures applicable in each case, at least 120 days prior to the General Assembly session.

Content and format

· Detailed account of the measures taken to implement the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality and to mainstream the gender perspective into the programs, projects, and activities carried out.




ANNEX II


PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE
OEA/Ser.G


ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
CP/CG-1520/03 rev. 1



23 April 2003


GENERAL COMMITTEE
Original: Spanish

DRAFT RESOLUTION

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE Inter-American Telecommunication Commission
(Approved by the General Committee at its meeting of April 16, 2003)
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE Inter-American Telecommunication Commission
(Approved by the General Committee at its meeting of April 16, 2003)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN the observations and recommendations of the Permanent Council on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) (CP/doc.    /03);


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that agreement was reached at the third regular meeting of the Assembly of CITEL, held from August 12 to 16, 2002, in Washington, D.C., on principles for continuing to strengthen CITEL, so it may fully meet its obligations; and

CONSIDERING: 


That in fulfillment of its mandates during 2002, the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission pursued diverse activities, among which the following are especially noteworthy:

1. Development of an Agenda for Connectivity and a Plan of Action to address the issue of connectivity in the Americas and to guide the development of individual connectivity agendas and plans of action for countries which may find this appropriate;

2. Preparation and distribution of publications on the Global Information Infrastructure and on Tele-education in the Americas;

3. Advanced implementation of the Mutual Recognition Agreement on Assessment of Telecommunications Equipment for Conformity, with eight countries participating or having indicated they will participate during 2003 in Phase I, which includes procedures for Mutual Recognition of Testing Laboratories as Conformity Assessment Agencies and Mutual Acceptance of Test Reports, and two countries participating in Phase II, which includes procedures for Mutual Recognition of Certification Agencies as Conformity Assessment Agencies and Mutual Acceptance of Equipment Certification;

4. Publication of CITEL’s own magazine, which highlights the activities of the Commission and current issues affecting the telecommunications community in the Americas;

5. Development of Common Inter-American Proposals, which were submitted to, and most of which were adopted by, the 2002 World Telecommunication Development Conference and the 2002 Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union, thereby ensuring that the region of the Americas has a strong voice in the global forum of the International Telecommunication Union;

6. Diverse activities to ensure the coordinated allocation of the spectrum in the region, including the continuous updating of the spectrum usage database available on the CITEL web page in French, English, and Spanish;

7. Partnerships established through cooperation agreements with nine telecommunications organizations from various parts of the world to improve coordination with other telecommunications organizations for the development and implementation of effective and sustainable programs.  These agreements were not an initiative of CITEL and therefore are indicative of the status CITEL has acquired in the eyes of the telecommunications community throughout the world;

8. Provision of an appropriate environment for its member states to exchange their experiences and best practices, making it possible to keep updated legal and regulatory frameworks that are predictable, consistent, nondiscriminatory, and transparent and will contribute to the development of, and universal access to, telecommunications;

9. Experiences were shared during the training courses and more than 200 fellowships granted to people in the Americas on telecommunications issues essential to the region.  Relations with the regional training centers of CITEL and the ITU Center of Excellence for the Region of the Americas were strengthened;

10. Improvement of working methods through a more competent use of electronic documents;

11. Increase in the participation of associate members by fostering their activities and organizing seminars and workshops.

RESOLVES:

1. To recognize the efforts of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission in facilitating and promoting the continuous development of telecommunications in the Hemisphere.

2. To take note of the important activities initiated and accomplished by the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission during 2002.

3. To request CITEL to submit a follow-up report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth regular session.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

AMENDMENTS TO THE STATUTE OF THE INTER-AMERICAN TELECOMMUNICATION COMMISSION
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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 


HAVING SEEN resolution CITEL/RES. 34 (III-02), adopted at the third regular meeting of the Assembly of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL), which contains amendments to Articles 23 and 24 of the Statute of CITEL;

CONSIDERING: 


That, pursuant to Article 34 of the Statute of CITEL, it falls to the General Assembly of the Organization to amend the Statute of CITEL, at its own initiative or upon CITEL's request; and 


That, in resolution CITEL/RES. 34 (III-02), at its third regular meeting, the Assembly of CITEL requested the General Assembly to amend Articles 7, 17, 23, and 24 of the Statute of CITEL in the manner and for the reasons expressed therein, 

RESOLVES: 


1.
To approve the amendments to the Statute of CITEL provided in the appendix.

Annex I

AMENDMENTS TO THE STATUTE OF CITEL

Article 7

Participation in the CITEL Assembly

f.
International and national organizations that are parties to agreements or arrangements establishing relations of cooperation with the Organization, with its organs, organizations, or agencies, when such agreements or arrangements provide for participation of observers.
h. The Associate Members of the Permanent Consultative Committees.

Article 17

Functions of COM/CITEL

The functions of COM/CITEL are the following:

m.
To review and approve a work program based on the program budget approved by the General Assembly and an annual proposed budget for CITEL in pursuance of the provisions of Article 112.c of the Charter of the Organization; ensuring the strictest possible economy but mindful of the obligation upon CITEL to achieve satisfactory results from the work programs undertaken.

Article 23

Structure of the Permanent Consultative Committees Organization


The CITEL Assembly shall organize the Permanent Consultative Committees it considers necessary to attain the objectives defined in Article 3 and shall elect the host countries of the Permanent Consultative Committees, observing to the extent possible, an equitable geographic distribution.

Article 24

Participation in the Permanent Consultative Committees: 
Members, Associate Members, and Observers
Member States and Associate Members of CITEL, whose rights and obligations are defined in this Statute, collaborate with a view to attaining the objectives of CITEL.

Associate Members

1.
Any agency, organization, or institution related to the telecommunications industry, which has legal personality, with the approval of the corresponding Member State of CITEL, may become an associate member of a Permanent Consultative Committee.  The Member State shall notify the Chairman of COM/CITEL in writing of the names of the agencies, organizations, and institutions it has approved.  An agency, organization, or institution shall cease to be an Associate Member in the event that approval is withdrawn by the Member State. 

2.
An international or regional inter-governmental organization with multiple memberships of States of the Americas that is related to telecommunications and has legal personality may become an Associate Member of a Permanent Consultative Committee with the approval of COM/CITEL.  This international or regional organization shall cease to be an Associate Member in the event that approval is withdrawn by the COM/CITEL.

3.
Associate Members of a Permanent Consultative Committee may fully participate in all the activities of that Permanent Consultative Committee, with voice but without vote.  They may present technical papers and receive the documents of the Committee to which they pertain.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

AMENDMENT TO THE INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION

ON AN INTERNATIONAL AMATEUR RADIO PERMIT

(Approved by the General Committee at its meeting of April 16, 2003)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN CITEL resolution RES. 32 (III-02) approved at the Third Assembly of CITEL held in Washington, D.C., United States, August 12 to 16, 2002;

CONSIDERING:


That the Assembly of CITEL serves as an Inter-American Forum in which the highest telecommunications authorities of the CITEL member states share opinions and experiences and make appropriate decisions to direct their activities towards achieving CITEL’s assigned objectives and mandates; and


That COM/CITEL, as CITEL’s executive organ, is authorized, in conjunction with CITEL’s Secretariat, to prepare drafts of inter-American conventions and treaties relating to telecommunications in the Americas;

RECOGNIZING that CITEL’s objective is to facilitate and promote, by all means available to it, the continuing development of telecommunications in the American states; and

CONVINCED That the Protocol to the IARP Convention will promote and facilitate through multilateral licensing mechanisms, the valuable interchange of ideas and technology among amateur radio operations in Europe and the Americas,

RESOLVES:


To adopt the following Protocol to the Inter-American Convention on an International Amateur Radio Permit.

Annex
PROTOCOL OF AMENDMENT TO THE

INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION ON AN INTERNATIONAL

AMATEUR RADIO PERMIT


The member states of the Organization of American States,

CONSIDERING that the European Conference of Postal and Telecommunications Administrations (“CEPT”) permits holders of the CEPT Radio Amateur License from any CEPT Member States that has implemented CEPT’s Recommendation T/R 61 to operate temporarily in all other CEPT member states that have implemented that Recommendation without having to obtain a license from those other states;


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the CEPT Radio Amateur License is similar in scope and purpose to the International Amateur Radio Permit (“IARP”) issued and recognized by the State Parties to the Inter-American Convention on an International Amateur Radio Permit (“IARP Convention”);

BEARING IN MIND that substantial benefits in reduced administrative and logistical costs can be realized by allowing amateur radio operators with either the CEPT Radio Amateur License or the IARP to operate temporarily in both CEPT member states and IARP State Parties without having to obtain additional licenses and without having to pay additional duties, taxes, and fees; and

CONSIDERING that CEPT is authorized to obligate its member states to provide amateur radio operators from non-CEPT states the same exemption from licensing and other related requirements enjoyed by holders of the CEPT Radio Amateur License and has expressed its interest in doing so for IARP licensees from State Parties to the IARP Convention who sign an agreement with CEPT for that purpose,

HAVE AGREED UPON THE FOLLOWING:

ARTICLE I


Articles 5-12 of the IARP Convention shall be renumbered Articles 6-13, respectively.

ARTICLE II


The new Article 5 of the IARP Convention shall state as follows:

Reciprocity with Member States of the European Conference of Postal and Telecommunications Administration.

ARTICLE 5

Radio amateurs holding an amateur radio license from a Member State of the European Conference of Postal and Telecommunications Administration (“CEPT Radio Amateur License”) which has implemented Recommendation TR/ 61-01 of the Conference of Postal and Telecommunications Administration (“CEPT”) shall be entitled to the same rights and privileges enjoyed by holders of the IARP, provided, however, that CEPT accords all holders of the IARP the same rights and privileges enjoyed by holders of the CEPT Radio Amateur License in CEPT Member States that have implemented Recommendation TR/61-10.  Such rights and privileges granted under this Article shall be subject to the corresponding conditions established in the IARP Convention and TR/61/01 respectively. 

ARTICLE III


For purposes of applying the new Article 5 of the IARP Convention set out in Article II of this Protocol above, the term “holders of the IARP” means only those holders of the IARP from State Parties to this Protocol.

ARTICLE IV


State Parties to the IARP Convention may become State Parties to this Protocol by:

a. Signature not subject to ratification, acceptance, or approval;

b. Signature subject to ratification, acceptance or approval followed by ratification, acceptance or approval; or

c. Accession.


Ratification, acceptance, approval, or accession shall be effected by deposit of the appropriate instrument with the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States in its capacity as a depository.

ARTICLE V


Each State may make reservations to this Protocol at the time of signature, ratification, acceptance, approval, or accession, provided that each reservation concerns at least one specific provision and is not incompatible with the objectives and purposes of the Convention.

ARTICLE VI


This Protocol shall enter into force on the thirtieth day following the date on which two States have become Parties to it.  For the remaining States, this Protocol shall enter into force on the thirtieth day after their compliance with the procedures established in Article IV.

ARTICLE VII


This Protocol shall remain in force indefinitely, but may be terminated by agreement of the State Parties.  Any of the State Parties to this Protocol may denounce it.  The instrument of denunciation shall be deposited with the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States.  After one year from the date of deposit of the instrument of denunciation, the Protocol shall no longer be in effect for the denouncing State Party, but shall remain in effect for the other State Parties.

ARTICLE VIII


The original instrument of this Protocol, the English, French, Portuguese, and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States, which shall forward a certified copy of its text to the Secretariat of the United Nations for registration and publication in accordance with Article 102 of its Charter, and to the General Secretariat of the International Telecommunication Union.


The General Secretariat of the Organization of American States shall notify the State Parties when it receives:  the signatures, deposits of instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval, accession and denunciation, and any reservations.


DONE IN ____________________, the ________________ day of __________, two thousand and three.

___________________________

___________________________
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

FIGHTING THE CRIME OF TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS,

ESPECIALLY WOMEN, ADOLESCENTS, AND CHILDREN


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN the resolution of the Inter-American Commission of Women entitled "Fighting the Crime of Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women, Adolescents, and Children" [CIM/RES. 225/02 (XXXI-O/02)], in which it was decided that "a multilateral response from governments, in consultation with civil society organizations, is necessary in order to devise policies to prevent trafficking in persons, protect victims, and punish traffickers";


BEARING IN MIND resolution AG/RES. 1779 (XXXI-O/01), “Support for the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime,” which urged all OAS member states to consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and its Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children;


CONSIDERING that, in keeping with the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas, in Quebec in 2001, in which the Heads of State and Government pledged to "implement collective strategies, including those that emerge from the Meetings of Ministers of Justice of the Americas … in order to jointly combat emerging forms of transnational criminal activity, including trafficking in persons and the laundering of the proceeds and assets of crime and cyber-crime,” the Inter-American Commission of Women conducted research on trafficking in persons in nine countries of the region and intends to extend this study to the remaining member states; and


REAFFIRMING that trafficking in persons, especially in women and children is a modern form of slavery,

RESOLVES:

1. To urge the member states, in accordance with the internal legal system and international instruments in effect in each state, to adopt the necessary measures to implement the recommendations of the resolution entitled "Fighting the Crime of Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women, Adolescents, and Children" [CIM/RES. 225/02 (XXXI-O/02)], so as to enhance their legal, judicial, and administrative systems and to consider the establishment, where appropriate, a national, bilateral or multilateral coordination   mechanism to  prevent and combat the crime of trafficking in persons and  protect  victims.

2. To request the Permanent Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) to:

a. Facilitate the exchange of information and best practices among member states that so request to fight the crime of trafficking in persons and continue its research, to include other member states.

b. Present to the Permanent Council a report on CIM activities in the member states in relation to trafficking in persons, especially women and children.

3. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth regular session on the fulfillment of this resolution on CIM activities in the countries of the region in relation to trafficking in persons, especially women, adolescents and children.

4.
To instruct the Secretary General to appoint an "OAS Coordinator on the Issue of  Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women, Adolescents and Children," to be housed in the CIM Permanent Secretariat and financed by a specific fund created for this purpose with contributions from member states and other external resources, to serve as a focal point to facilitate information exchange and the efforts of member states, that so request, to prevent and combat trafficking in persons, especially women, adolescents and children. 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE INTER-AMERICAN DRUG ABUSE CONTROL COMMISSION

[Presented by the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)

in its annual report to the General Assembly, document CP/doc.3711/03]

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the observations and recommendations of the Permanent Council on the annual report of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) (CP/doc.3711/03);

REAFFIRMING its commitment to the principles and purposes set forth in the 1986 Inter-American Program of Action of Rio de Janeiro against the Illicit Use and Production of Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances and Traffic Therein and in the Anti-Drug Strategy in the Hemisphere, in particular, that anti-drug efforts are a common and shared responsibility that require a comprehensive and balanced approach with respect to the principles established in the UN Charter and in international law;

PROFOUNDLY CONCERNED by the grave threats posed by the links between illicit drug trafficking, terrorism, and other national and transnational criminal activities, such as money laundering, corruption,  the illicit trafficking in arms, and the diversion of precursor chemicals;

RECOGNIZING that alternative development  is an important component of national anti-drug policies, which creates and promotes sustainable licit economic options to replace the cultivation of illicit crops, and that alternative development programs require continued funding; 
NOTING WITH CONCERN the rising trend in the abuse of synthetic drugs and pharmaceuticals in the Hemisphere, in addition to an increase in injecting drug use and related negative health consequences;

FURTHER CONCERNED by the significant increase in heroin trafficking in the Hemisphere in recent years, as suggested by a greater volume of seizures;

NOTING with satisfaction the approval by CICAD at its thirty-second regular session of the hemispheric report and 34 national reports resulting from implementation of the second round of the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM), and

CONSIDERING that in the CICAD Declaration in Mexico City (CICAD/doc.1206/02 rev. 3), the member states reaffirmed the priorities for inter-American cooperation in the area of drug control, and in particular, by enhancing integral prevention actions with special emphasis on supply and demand reduction, while combating corruption and transnational organized crime; renewing their commitment to the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism, and recognizing that hemispheric cooperation is the path to follow,

RESOLVES:

1.
To thank the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) for presenting its annual report for 2002 (CP/doc.3711/03).

2.
To recognize the important role that CICAD plays in the control of all aspects of the drug problem, and to note with appreciation the progress made in the programs and projects undertaken by CICAD under the mandates issued in the plans of action of the Second and Third Summits of the Americas concerning efforts to combat the world drug problem. 

3.
To urge member states to continue to strengthen their drug abuse prevention policies and programs for specific populations deemed to be high risk, and to carry out research in order to determine the true dimensions of the problem of drug abuse, in order to design appropriate prevention, treatment, and rehabilitation programs in accordance with the needs of each country.

4.
To urge member states, permanent observers, and international trade institutions to seek to maintain and strengthen existing trade preference systems that support alternative development programs aimed at reducing illicit crops in the region, and to continue to contribute funding for those programs and projects in order to ensure that they continue.

5.
To urge member states and permanent observers, in line with the principle of shared responsibility, to promote the opening of markets, where appropriate, for products of alternative development programs designed to eliminate the production of illicit crops, in order to improve the competitiveness of those products and ensure the sustainability of these programs 

6.
To urge member states that, with the goal of preventing, controlling, and eliminating the funding of terrorist activities and, in general, all criminal acts of transnational organized crime,   they incorporate into their respective national legislation the provisions of the CICAD Model Regulations on Money Laundering Control, including the amendments to them proposed by the CICAD Group of Experts and adopted at the thirty-second regular session of CICAD in Mexico City, making terrorist financing a predicate offence to money laundering and incorporating the eight special recommendations on terrorist financing drawn up by the Financial Action Task Force (FATF).

7.
To urge countries to strengthen the mechanism for pre-export notification of chemical substances used in the production of organic and synthetic drugs, established in Article 12 of the United Nations Convention against the Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances, 1988 as an effective instrument to prevent the diversion of these substances to illicit markets, among other methods for the effective control of chemical substances.

8.
To encourage states to strengthen international judicial cooperation and extradition mechanisms among member states, in order better to address crimes related to the global drug problem, corruption, and the manifestations of transnational organized crime, as well as to combat their impunity.

9.
To invite member states to incorporate into their national legislations the provisions of the CICAD Model Regulations for the Control of the International Movement of Firearms, Their Parts and Components, and Ammunition, including measures to reinforce controls on exports, imports, and  transit of firearms, and to urge CICAD at its thirty-fourth regular session to consider the draft  Model Regulations on Arms Brokering, prepared by the CICAD Group of Experts on Firearms Control,  in order to strengthen controls over the brokering of firearms.

10.
To thank CICAD for the recommendations it made to the Preparatory Body of the Special Conference on Security (CICAD/doc.1203/02 rev. 5), in accordance with General Assembly resolution AG/RES.1882 (XXXIII-O/02).

11.
To instruct the Executive Secretariat of CICAD: 

a.
Through the Inter-American Observatory on Drugs, to step up efforts to  assist member states to develop and maintain uniform data collection systems that will make it possible to measure the problem of substance abuse, and to follow up on new trends in drug abuse.

b.
To promote the evaluation of substance abuse prevention and treatment programs, to determine which are the most effective and have the greatest positive impact on the target groups.

c.
To assist member states and nongovernmental organizations to develop substance abuse prevention programs for primary school children and step up its professional training programs in the demand reduction field.

d.
To assist member states to strengthen actions to control the diversion of controlled pharmaceutical products and chemical substances used in the production of organic and synthetic drugs and to improve the mechanisms for timely information exchange on matters related to the application of control measures.

e.
To continue to provide technical and financial assistance for implementation of alternative development projects in member states affected by the presence of illicit crops, and to continue to identify viable funding sources for programs that aim to prevent and eliminate illicit crops.

f.
To give priority to providing technical assistance to member states to help them strengthen their national drug control commissions and other national entities involved in combating the drug problem in all of its manifestations.

g.
To continue, where appropriate, assisting member states in strengthening financial controls through the establishment and implementation of their Financial Intelligence Units (FIU) and the training of prosecutors and financial sector personnel.

h.
To assist member states in the adoption of national laws and regulations, in accordance with pertinent international instruments, including the CICAD Model Regulations on Money Laundering Control, to prevent the activities of the financial and non-financial sectors from being used to launder assets deriving from drug trafficking and other related crimes.

i.
To help member states incorporate into their national legislations the provisions of the CICAD Model Regulations for the Control of the International Movement of Firearms, their Parts and Components, and Ammunition, including measures to strengthen controls over the exports of firearms.

j.
To support the work programs and activities of the CICAD Expert Groups dedicated to the following five thematic areas: Firearms Control, Pharmaceuticals, Chemical Precursors, Money Laundering, and Demand Reduction; so that they may continue to improve and facilitate cooperation and coordination and information exchange among member states in these areas.

k.
To strengthen cooperation and information exchange among the various pertinent inter-American committees and mechanisms, in particular, the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE), and the Consultative Committee of the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA), whose work is related to control of the drug problem and other manifestations of transnational organized crime.

l.
To prepare a study on the status of illicit maritime drug trafficking in the Hemisphere.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE MULTILATERAL EVALUATION MECHANISM

OF THE INTER-AMERICAN DRUG ABUSE CONTROL COMMISSION

(Presented by the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)

in its annual report to the General Assembly, document CP/doc.3711/03)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


RECALLING that during the II Summit of the Americas, with the intention of strengthening mutual confidence, dialogue and hemispheric cooperation, the Heads of State and of Government undertook to establish a singular and objective process of multilateral governmental evaluation based on the principles of respect for the sovereignty and territorial jurisdiction of the States, reciprocity, shared responsibility and an integrated, balanced approach, in order to monitor the progress of their individual and collective efforts in dealing with the diverse manifestations of the drug problem and related crimes;

RECOGNIZING that the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM) is a central pillar of hemispheric cooperation and a necessary instrument for the design of effective policy in combating all manifestations of the drug problem;

NOTING that the thirty-four national reports and the hemispheric report resulting from the implementation of the second round of the MEM were approved by CICAD at its thirty-second regular session, held in Mexico City in December 2002, and were published, with their recommendations, in January 2003, and

WELCOMING the Declaration of CICAD in Mexico City adopted by the Commission at its thirty-second regular session, in which member states renewed their commitment to the MEM,

RESOLVES:

1.
To note with satisfaction the hemispheric report and thirty-four national reports resulting from the implementation of the second round of the MEM approved by CICAD at its thirty-second regular session. 

2.
To endorse the recommendations contained in those reports, and request CICAD to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth regular session on the implementation of those recommendations.

3.
To urge the member states to continue to carry out activities designed to fully meet  the national and hemispheric recommendations formulated during the First and Second Rounds of implementation of the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism, and to renew the commitment demonstrated during the first and second evaluation rounds and continue to participate actively and fully, and in timely fashion in the third round of the MEM.

4.
To express its appreciation and recognition of the work of the Governmental Experts Group (GEG) responsible for preparing the evaluation reports.

5.
To urge member states, Permanent Observers, and international financial institutions to enhance their financial contributions to CICAD to enable it to step up its assistance to member states as they seek to comply with the recommendations of the MEM.

6.
To instruct CICAD: 

a.
To continue fulfilling the mandates given by the Third Summit of the Americas held in Québec City, specifically those that refer to refining and promoting  the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM) process and its results, and those that refer to the provision of assistance to member states for effective implementation of the recommendations.

b.
To focus resources on those areas identified by the MEM as priorites, such as the development of national information systems and the strengthening of information exchange mechanisms and national and international cooperation on all aspects of the problem. 

c.
To continue to assist member states in complying with all recommendations contained in the national and hemispheric MEM reports on Evaluation of Progress in Drug Control 2001-2002 and in participating fully in the next round of evaluations of the MEM process.
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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN its resolutions AG/RES. 1667 (XXIX-O/99), AG/RES. 1733 (XXX-O/00), AG/RES. 1709 (XXX-O/00), AG/RES. 1787 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1835 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1883 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES. 1891 (XXXII-O/02), and AG/RES. 1847 (XXXII-O/02);
REITERATING the appeal made in the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas, concerning the full integration of the human rights of children and adolescents into the work of hemispheric institutions, including the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, and the Inter-American Children’s Institute, as well as the need to reinforce the role of the Inter-American Children's Institute as an advisor to the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) on the matter; 
BEARING IN MIND the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the optional protocols to the Convention on the involvement of children in armed conflict and on the sale of children, child prostitution, and child pornography; Convention No. 29 of the International Labour Organization on forced or compulsory labor; Convention No. 138 on the minimum age for admission to employment; and Convention No. 182 on the prohibition of the worst forms of child labor and immediate action to eliminate them; and the Inter-American Convention on Support Obligations, the Inter-American Convention on the International Return of Children, the Inter-American Convention on Conflict of Laws concerning the Adoption of Minors, and the Inter-American Convention on International Traffic in Minors
; as well as other pertinent human rights instruments;
REAFFIRMING the commitment to create a world fit for children, in which sustainable human development, taking into account the best interest of the child, is founded on principles of democracy, equality, nondiscrimination, peace and social justice, and the universality, indivisibility, interdependence, and interrelatedness of all human rights, including the right of development;
RECOGNIZING the input provided by the Inter-American Children’s Institute in preparing a model national children’s system for the overall protection of children from the viewpoint of their rights; model public policies and plans of action for children and adolescents in situations of vulnerability and social risk; and prototype legal standards on child labor, sexual exploitation, drug abuse, and disabilities; information systems for monitoring rights; and information campaigns on children’s rights, on the basis the Strategic Plan 2000-2004 of the Inter-American Children’s Institute;
RECOGNIZING the role of the Special Rapporteur for Children of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights in protecting and promoting the rights of children; and taking note of Advisory Opinion OC-17, “Legal Status and Human Rights of Children,” adopted by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights on August 28, 2002; and
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the Institute’s Strategic Plan 2000-2004, adopted by the Directing Council at its 75th Meeting and ratified by the General Assembly, which identifies a group of priority areas for action and technical assistance to member states, among them, child labor, sexual exploitation, drug abuse, disabilities, abandoned children, international adoption, and birth registration,
RESOLVES:
1.
To reaffirm the fundamental importance of the promotion and protection of the human rights of children for the future of the Hemisphere.
2.
Further, to reaffirm support for the work of the Inter-American Children’s Institute as a specialized organization of the Organization of American States, which is entrusted with promoting the study of subjects relating to mothers, children, adolescents, and the family in the Americas and the adoption of measures for solving their problems, in particular, its activities to assist member states in their efforts to promote the establishment of national children’s systems and the professionalization of the national authorities entrusted with the topic of children.
3.
To request the Special Rapporteur on Children of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to continue to pay special attention to the protection and promotion of the human rights of children in the Hemisphere, and to recognize the work that Rapporteur has been doing, especially with respect to the promotion of mechanisms of the inter-American human rights system in this area.
4.
To urge member states to consider ratifying or acceding to, as the case may be, international or regional treaties that protect the human rights of children, to develop, as appropriate, national laws, policies, and practices that give effect to their international legal obligations, and to be guided by international standards in adopting pertinent national measures.
5.
To urge member states to ensure that children’s rights are included on the working agendas of the specialized organizations and conferences and the organs and entities of the Organization so as to meet the specific needs of children; and to instruct the Secretary General to support these efforts by reinforcing coordination within the Organization and, in particular, the areas of the General Secretariat, and with the appropriate multilateral organizations.
6.
To urge the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development to strengthen communication and coordination with the Inter-American Children’s Institute in the area of technical cooperation, and to give special follow-up to the components related to the human rights of children in partnership-for-development activities.

7.
To request the Secretary General to present a report on the implementation of this resolution, including an evaluation of the implementation of the Strategic Plan 2000-2004 of the Inter-American Children’s Institute, to the Permanent Council.
8.
To instruct the Permanent Council to conduct periodic follow-up of the work of the Inter-American Children’s Institute, bearing in mind the recommendations of the Institute’s Directing Council, and to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN the Report of the Chair of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism to the General Assembly at its thirty-third regular session: Activities 2002-2003 (CP/doc.3714/03);


NOTING WITH SATISFACTION that the third regular session of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) was held in San Salvador, El Salvador, from January 22 to 24, 2003, on which occasion the member states adopted the Declaration of San Salvador on Strengthening Cooperation in the Fight against Terrorism, the recommendations of CICTE to the Special Conference on Security, the CICTE Work Plan, and resolution CICTE/RES. 1/03 rev. 2 “Revision of the Statute and Rules of Procedure of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE)”;

REAFFIRMING that terrorism, whatever its origin or motivation, has no justification whatsoever, and that, in keeping with the Declaration of San Salvador on Strengthening Cooperation in the Fight Against Terrorism, adopted by the member states during the third regular session of CICTE, terrorism constitutes a serious threat to democratic values and to international peace and security, destabilizes and undermines the foundations of society as a whole, and seriously affects economic and social development in the states of the region;

RECONOGNIZING WITH CONCERN that the links that often exist between terrorism and illicit trafficking in drugs, the laundering of assets, illicit trafficking in arms, and other forms of transnational organized crime aggravate this threat, and that their proceeds are used by terrorist groups to finance and support their activities, for which reason stronger measures are needed to prevent and suppress them;

RECALLING its resolutions AG/RES. 1650 (XXIX-O/99), “Hemispheric Cooperation to Prevent, Combat, and Eliminate Terrorism,” AG/RES. 1734 (XXX-O/00), “Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism,” and AG/RES. 1789 (XXXI-O/01) and AG/RES. 1877 (XXXII-O/02), both entitled “Support for the Work of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism”; 


BEARING IN MIND United Nations Security Council Resolution S/RES/1373(2001), in which member states are urged to take specific measures to combat international terrorism; and


WELCOMING the increasing collaboration between the CICTE Secretariat and subregional and international organizations, including the Caribbean Financial Action Task Force, the Central American Inter-Parliamentary Commission, the UN Counter-Terrorism Committee (CTC), the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), and the Financial Action Task Force (FATF),

RESOLVES:

1. To reaffirm its commitment to continue strengthening hemispheric cooperation and implementing specific measures to prevent, combat, and eliminate international terrorism.

2. To express satisfaction with the progress made by member states in the adoption of effective measures to prevent, combat, and eradicate terrorism; and to underscore the need to continue strengthening their application and that of cooperation mechanisms in the fight against terrorism at the bilateral, subregional, regional, and international levels.

3. To endorse the Declaration of San Salvador on Strengthening Cooperation in the Fight against Terrorism and encourage member states to do their utmost to pursue the commitments contained in that Declaration.

4. To express its satisfaction with the work of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) in identifying urgent measures to strengthen hemispheric cooperation to prevent, combat, and eliminate terrorism.

5. To urge CICTE to facilitate ongoing dialogue among member states with a view to undertaking preventive measures that anticipate and address emerging terrorist threats, whatever their origin, such as the activities of international terrorist groups and threats to cyber-security. 

6. To express its appreciation to those member states, permanent observer states, and the Inter-American Defense Board for having contributed personnel and other resources for the CICTE Secretariat and to support the implementation of the CICTE Work Plan. 

7. To call on member states, permanent observer states, and other members of the international community to provide, maintain, or increase, as appropriate, their financial contributions to CICTE and to consider designating personnel for the CICTE Secretariat.   

8. To commend the member states that already are parties to the Inter-American Convention against Terrorism, and to call upon the remaining member states to sign, ratify, or accede to that Convention, as the case may be, so that it may enter into force.

9. To urge member states to:

a. Intensify their actions to comply strictly with the provisions of United Nations Security Council Resolution S/RES/1373 (2001), in particular the obligation to refrain from providing any kind of support to entities or persons who participate in the commission of terrorist acts, the obligation to deny refuge and/or safe haven to those who finance, plan, support or commit terrorist acts, and the duty to prevent their territories from being used to finance, plan, and facilitate the commission of such acts;

b. Continue their efforts to adopt the recommendations on financial and border controls adopted at the third regular session of CICTE, including, as appropriate, the adoption of those recommendations in their domestic law, as well as the adoption of measures necessary for intensifying the exchange of information on terrorist group activities; 

c. Report to the fourth regular session of CICTE on measures taken to implement those recommendations; and provide, if they have not yet done so, a copy of their most recent reports on measures taken to implement United Nations Security Council Resolution S/RES/1373 (2001);

d. Respond, if they have not yet done so, to the CICTE Questionnaire, which instrument is essential for identifying and addressing the cooperation needs of member states;

e. Continue encouraging the broadest cooperation, within the appropriate OAS organs, on matters related to the objectives and purposes of the Inter-American Convention against Terrorism.

10.
To reiterate the importance of strengthening collaboration, coordination, and information exchange on counter-terrorism programs and activities between CICTE and the appropriate inter-American committees and mechanisms, including the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) and the Consultative Committee of the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA), the member states, the permanent observer states, and the UN Counter-Terrorism Committee, with the aim of combating the links that often exist between terrorism and illicit trafficking in drugs, illicit trafficking in arms, and other forms of transnational organized crime.

11.
To instruct the General Secretariat to continue providing, within the resources allocated in the program-budget and other resources, administrative and any other necessary support for the CICTE Secretariat and the fourth regular session of CICTE, including the preparatory meetings for that regular session, and for the meeting of points of contact which will take place at the OAS on July 14 and 15, 2003.

12.
To request the Chair of CICTE to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN the observations and recommendations of the Permanent Council (CP/doc.  ) on the annual reports presented by the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) (CP/doc.3738/03), the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) (CP/doc.3708/03), the Inter-American Indian Institute (III) (CP/doc.3712/03), the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) (CP/doc.3710/03 and add. 1), the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) (CP/doc.3702/03), the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) (CP/doc.3695/03), the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) (CP/doc.3711/03), the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IACI) (CP/doc.3699/03), the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (CEJA) (CP/doc.3713/03), and the Administrative Tribunal (CP/doc.3697/03);


CONSIDERING that the Permanent Council’s observations and recommendations recognize the successful endeavors of the Organization’s organs, agencies, and entities in furtherance of the principles and objectives of the Organization and of the inter-American system;


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that, in resolution AG/RES. 1883 (XXXII-O/02), the OAS organs, agencies, and entities were instructed to report on “the measures taken to implement the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality and to mainstream the gender perspective into their programs, projects, and activities,” to include in their annual reports a section on the quantifiable results obtained, and to include the draft resolutions that they saw fit to transmit to the General Assembly, after consideration by their respective members or specialists in the area; and


UNDERSCORING that these reports have been submitted in keeping with the provisions of Article 91.f of the OAS Charter,

RESOLVES:

1.
To take note of the observations and recommendations of the Permanent Council on the annual reports and to transmit them to the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization.

2.
To thank the organs, agencies, and entities that complied with the statutory deadline for the presentation of annual reports, and once again to urge all organs, agencies, and entities to include a section on the quantifiable results obtained, in keeping with the provisions of resolution AG/RES. 1909 (XXXII-O/02).

3.
To remind all the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization that annual reports must be submitted by the statutory deadline, which is 90 days prior to the start of the General Assembly session.

4.
To urge all the organs, agencies, and entities to approve their annual reports, following the procedures applicable for each report, at least 120 days prior to the General Assembly session.

5.
To reiterate to all the organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS that, in presenting their annual reports, they must take into account the provisions of prior General Assembly resolutions, in particular resolutions AG/RES. 1452 (XXVII-O/97), AG/RES. 1669 (XXIX-O/99), AG/RES. 1839 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1853 (XXXII-O/02), and AG/RES. 1883 (XXXII-O/02).

6.
To recognize the important activities carried out by the Inter-American Council for Integral Development and its subsidiary bodies, and to request it to continue promoting hemispheric dialogue and to redouble its efforts to promote partnership for development among the member states with a view to supporting their integral development and, in particular, to contributing to the elimination of poverty.

7.
To underscore the important activities conducted by the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) in fulfillment of its purposes and objectives.

8.
To commend the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) for its 75 years of service in promoting women’s rights in the Americas; and to support its efforts to implement the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality, especially its collaboration on the Gender Mainstreaming Project at the OAS General Secretariat.

9.
To renew its recognition of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) and to encourage it to continue its efforts to support the member states in their quest for progress and prosperity in the Hemisphere, through modernization of the rural sector, promotion of food security, and development of a competitive, technologically trained, environmentally managed, and socially equitable agricultural sector for the peoples of the Americas.

10.
To renew its recognition of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) for its important activities in pursuit of its purposes and objectives and in fulfillment of the Summits of the Americas mandates.

11.
To commend the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IACI) for its projects now in execution under the Strategic Plan 2000-2004 and to urge it to continue its efforts to increase funding for the projects agreed upon in that plan.

12.
To recognize the work of the Inter-American Indian Institute (III) and to express the support of the member states for its restructuring process, taking into account the importance of indigenous issues on the OAS agenda.

13.
To underscore the efforts of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (CEJA) to generate and disseminate instruments to improve awareness of justice in the Americas; and to express its satisfaction with the measures taken to increase cooperation and the exchange of experiences among key players in the justice sector at the regional level.

14.
To recognize the important activities carried out by the Administrative Tribunal of the OAS.
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�.	As of the date of this report, the General Secretariat had not received the annual report of the Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH).


�.	The General Secretariat has prepared this working document to facilitate the delegations’ analysis of reports which the Permanent Council is to consider under Article 91.f of the Charter.


�.	This corrigendum affects the English version only. 
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