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I.  BACKGROUND

A. Functions

The Permanent Council, at its meeting of July 31, 2002, decided to merge the Special Committee on Inter-American Summits Management with the Committee on Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.  The new committee–the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC)–has been charged with coordinating the activities assigned to the Organization of American States by the Summits of the Americas and coordinating civil society participation in OAS activities.


The Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities carried out the mandates established in resolutions AG/RES. 1847 (XXXII-O/02), “Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process”; AG/RES. 1852 (XXXII-O/02), “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities”; and AG/RES. 1901 (XXXII-O/02), “Declaration of La Paz on Decentralization and on Strengthening Regional and Municipal Administrations and Participation of Civil Society.”

B. Installation and Officers

On September 19, 2002, the Permanent Representative of Canada, Ambassador Paul Durand, in his capacity as Chair, installed the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.

At that meeting, on a proposal by the delegation of Chile, seconded by the delegation of the United States, the CISC elected the Permanent Representative of Argentina, Ambassador Rodolfo Hugo Gil, as Vice Chair of the Committee.

The Committee also established the Working Group on Guidelines and Strategies for Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (GTC) and entrusted it with the mandates issued in resolution AG/RES. 1834 (XXXI-O/01), “The Organization of American States and Civil Society.”  On a proposal by the Chair, the Committee elected Mr. Federico Villegas Beltrán, Alternate Representative of Argentina, as Chair of the Working Group, and Mrs. Mayerlyn Cordero de Pastora, Alternate Representative of the Dominican Republic, as Vice Chair.  The purpose of the Group was to evaluate implementation of the Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities, CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), and to devise and adopt strategies for increasing and strengthening their participation. 

II.  PROCEEDINGS

A. Working Group on Guidelines and Strategies for Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities

Between September 2002 and January 2003, the Working Group held seven formal meetings and several informal ones.  When it began its work, it asked the General Secretariat to prepare a report on the status of civil society participation in various areas of the OAS.  The Secretariat submitted the Report on the Participation of Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) in OAS Activities (CP/CISC-17/03 corr. 1), prepared by the Secretariat for the Summit Process.  That report, the first of its type in the Organization, was an important contribution to the Group’s discussions. 


In addition, the Group conducted an electronic poll of all civil society organizations associated with the OAS, asking them to assess the application of the Guidelines and to express their views on how it might be improved and on the points that might be included in a strategy for increasing the participation of civil society organizations in OAS activities.  Those questions were asked through Americas Forum, an electronic magazine published by the OAS Office of Public Information, and were answered by more than 140 civil society representatives.

The information gathered provided input into the work of the Group, which held a productive debate on possible strategies for increasing and strengthening civil society participation in the OAS. That analysis clarified the various positions of states and made it possible subsequently for the Group to reach a consensus on a text,
/ which represented a step forward for the Organization in increasing and strengthening CSO participation in its activities.

B. The Committee


As noted earlier, during that period the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities was chaired by Ambassador Paul Durand, Permanent Representative of Canada to the OAS, and held seven meetings.
At its meeting of September 19, 2002, the CISC approved its work plan for the 2002-2003 period.
/
At its meeting of October 31, 2002, the Committee heard a presentation by Mr. Jaime Aparicio, Executive Secretary of the Secretariat for the Summit Process, on implementation of the mandates from the Third Summit of the Americas.
/  The Committee then considered, approved, and recommended to the Permanent Council that the applications of the following civil society organizations be approved for inclusion in the register being developed by the OAS in accordance with the Guidelines and Strategies for Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, adopted by the Permanent Council on December 15, 1999, by way of resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), and later endorsed by the General Assembly in its resolution AG/RES. 1707 (XXX-O/00):
· Amnesty International (CP/CISC-5/02)

· Center for International Environmental Law (CP/CISC-6/02) 

· Comisión Mexicana de Defensa y Promoción de los Derechos Humanos A.C.  (CMDPDH) (CP/CISC-7/02)

· GELEDÉS – Instituto da Mulher Negra (CP/CISC-8/02) 

The Committee also heard a presentation by Mr. José Miguel Vivanco, Director of Human Rights Watch, on the status of the Inter-American human rights system and the role of civil society. 


At the meeting of February 13, 2003, the Chair of the Working Group on Guidelines and Strategies for Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities presented a summary of the Working Group’s activities.
/  He placed before the meeting for consideration the draft resolution “Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organization in OAS Activities,” document CP/CISC-18/03 rev. 2 corr. 1, prepared by the Working Group.  The delegations decided to recommend that that draft resolution be approved ad referendum of the Permanent Council.

At that meeting, the CISC decided to recommend that the Permanent Council accept the applications of the following civil society organizations to participate in OAS activities and that it proceed to enter them on the OAS register of CSOs: 

· Asociación Civil Consorcio Justicia (CP/CISC-21/03)

· Carter Center (CP/CISC-22/03)

· Fundación Futuro Latinoamericano (CP/CISC-23/03)

· Inter-American Democracy Network (CP/CISC-24/03)

· Tulane Institute for Environmental Law and Policy (CP/CISC-25/03)

At the meeting of March 13, 2003, a presentation was made of the Joint Report of the Secretariat for the Summit Process and the Unit for Social Development and Education on the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Culture, held in Cartagena, Colombia, on July 11 and 12, 2002.
/  Preparations also continued for the Special Meeting of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, to be held on March 28, 2003. 

The CISC once again turned its attention to and approved the draft resolution “Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” document CP/CISC-18/03 rev. 1, which was submitted to the Permanent Council for consideration.  It was approved by the Council on March 26, 2003, as resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03).

At that meeting, the CISC decided to recommend that the Permanent Council accept the applications of the following civil society organizations to participate in OAS activities and that it proceed to enter them on the OAS register of CSOs: 

· Asociación Panameña de Ejecutivos de Empresa (CP/CISC-31/03)

· International Ministries (CP/CISC-32/03)

· Environmental Law Institute (CP/CISC-33/03)

· Fundación Leer (CP/CISC-34/03)

Pursuant to resolutions AG/RES. 1852 (XXXII-O/02) and AG/RES. 1847 (XXXII-O/02), the General Assembly entrusted the Permanent Council with holding a Special Meeting of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.  The Special Meeting was intended to strengthen dialogue among OAS organs, agencies, and entities and civil society organizations concerning their participation in the Organization’s activities and to reflect on the progress and achievements of the Summit process and civil society’s contributions to that process.

Accordingly, the Special Meeting of the Committee was held on March 28, 2003, with broad, active participation by both member states and civil society organizations in general.  The Meeting was divided into two parts:  during the morning session, the Committee examined strategies for increasing and strengthening the participation of civil society organizations in OAS activities and a discussion took place between the civil society organizations and representatives of the member states.
The afternoon session focused on hearing the different positions of the CSOs on the implementation of Summit mandates on hemispheric security, education, and governance.  Those topics were selected with a view to the Special Conference on Security, to be held in Mexico; the thirty-third regular session of the OAS General Assembly, to be held in Santiago, Chile, in June, with “Governance in the Americas” as the keynote topic; and the Meeting of Ministers of Education, to be held in Mexico, from August 11 to 13.  The minutes of the Special Meeting may be found in document CP/CISC-44/03 corr. 1.
/
The Chair of the Committee presented a summary account of that meeting to the XXVIII Meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG), held on April 2 at the OAS.  That was the first time that civil society organizations had been invited to participate in a public meeting of the SIRG.  The PARTICIPA Corporation presented an oral report to the meeting on progress made in the Civil Society Strategy developed by PARTICIPA, FOCAL, the Regional Economic and Social Research Coordinator (CRIES), the Political Science Department of the University of the Andes (UNIANDES), and FLACSO Chile for following up on implementation of the Plan of Action adopted in Quebec City.

At the meeting of April 24, 2003, the Chair presented his report on the Special Meeting of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, held with the participation of civil society organizations on March 28, 2003.

At the same meeting, Mr. Juan Fernando Londoño presented the oral report of the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD) on implementation of resolution AG/RES. 1901 (XXXII-O/02), “Declaration of La Paz on Decentralization and on Strengthening Regional and Municipal Administrations and Participation of Civil Society.”  That presentation was subsequently supplemented by the corresponding document,
/ attached to this document as Appendix IV, whereby the Secretary General fulfills the mandate of reporting to the General Assembly at its thirty-third regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

The meeting also considered the draft resolution "Convening of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities Responsible for Policies on Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation at the Municipal Level in the Hemisphere, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1901 (XXXII-O/02)," proposed by the delegation of Mexico.
/
The Committee decided to recommend that the Permanent Council accept the applications of the following civil society organizations to participate in OAS activities and that it proceed to enter them on the OAS register of CSOs: 

· Educrédito (CP/CISC-46/03)

· Inter-American Bar Association (CP/CISC-45/03 corr. 1)

· Women Waging Peace (CP/CISC-48/03)

· Alternatives (CP/CISC-49/03)

Lastly, at its meeting of May 8, the Committee considered and approved this report, which is submitted to the Permanent Council for consideration along with the draft resolutions “Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process” (CP/CISC-55/03 rev. 1) and “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities” (CP/CISC-53/03 rev. 2), to be considered by the General Assembly in relation to the mandates assigned to this Committee concerning the Summits of the Americas and civil society participation in the Organization’s activities, which are attached to this report as Appendixes I and II.

III.  CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

An assessment of the activities of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management yields very positive results.  As a consequence of efforts to establish closer ties with civil society organizations, the Organization now has 67 CSOs entered on the OAS register, an open and productive debate with them has taken place concerning their participation in OAS activities, dialogue with the CSOs is about to become formally established as part of the General Assembly schedule, and consensus has been reached on Permanent Council approval of the “Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organization in OAS Activities,” [CP/RES. 840 (1361/03)]. 

These strategies complement the guidelines set out in resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) and, with its approval, the Permanent Council is not only fulfilling the mandate assigned to it by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 1852 (XXXII-O/02), “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities,” but is also responding to a concern expressed by the heads of state in the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas, when they called upon governments, among other things, to develop strategies at the national level and through the OAS to increase the capacity of civil society to participate more fully in the inter-American system.


The reflections and conclusions of the Committee’s Special Meeting on March 28 and the SIRG meeting of April 2, 2003, will be an important contribution to the Committee’s activities during its next term, as will the documents prepared by the Secretariat, which have served as a basis for several of the Committee’s deliberations.


Emphasis should be placed on the importance of the diverse CSO views on implementation of the Summit mandates on hemispheric security, education, and governance, with a view to holding the Special Conference on Security, to be held in Mexico; the thirty-third regular session of the OAS General Assembly, to be held in Santiago, Chile; and the Meeting of Ministers of Education, to be held in Mexico, from August 11 to 13.
The Report of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1847 (XXXII-O/02), “Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process,”
/ which is attached to this document as 
Appendix III, reflects the Secretariat’s commitment to following up on the Summit process.  That report is also intended to serve as a tool for continuing the Committee’s activities, on the eve of preparations for the next Summit of the Americas.


In this regard, the Committee is pleased to conclude that the Organization of American States has been active and dynamic in following up on and implementing the initiatives of the Summits of the Americas and considers that this role should be enhanced and strengthened.  Further, the Committee considers it essential for the General Secretariat to continue providing the necessary support to ministerial and sectoral meetings related to the implementation of Summit mandates on topics relevant to the OAS. 


The Committee expresses its appreciation to the General Secretariat and, in particular, to the Secretariat for the Summit Process and the Secretariat of the Permanent Council, for their support during this period.


This report and the attached draft resolutions reflect the recommendations of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities for future action and are presented to the Permanent Council for consideration and possible submission to the General Assembly at its thirty-third regular session.

Paul Durand

Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Canada

 to the Organization of American States

Chair, Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and 

Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities
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Item 28 on the agenda

DRAFT RESOLUTION

SUPPORT FOR AND FOLLOW-UP TO THE 
SUMMITS OF THE AMERICAS PROCESS

(Approved by the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 14, 2003)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the report of the Permanent Council on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities in 2002-2003 (CP/doc…/03), presented pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1847 (XXXII-O/02);

RECALLING that, in resolution AG/RES. 1349 (XXV-O/95), the General Assembly established a Special Committee of the Permanent Council on Inter-American Summits Management, open to all member states, to ensure effective, timely, and appropriate follow-up to the activities assigned to the Organization by the Summit of the Americas and to coordinate OAS preparation, participation, and follow-up with regard to future Summits and that, in subsequent resolutions, it instructed the Special Committee to present to the General Assembly at its regular sessions, through the Permanent Council, a written report on its activities;

RECALLING ALSO that, at its meeting of July 31, 2002, the Permanent Council decided to merge the Special Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and the Committee on Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, which then became the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities;

TAKING NOTE of the commitments set forth in the Plan of Action of Quebec City in the section “Follow Up to the Plan of Action” and the establishment, in Executive Order 02-3, of the Secretariat for the Summit Process;

RECALLING that the Declaration of Quebec City recognizes the importance of the contribution made by civil society to the Summit process and the significant results of the ministerial meetings held in support of the mandates of the Summits of the Americas;

RECOGNIZING that the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities has served as a framework for civil society participation in the Summit of the Americas process;

RECOGNIZING ALSO the importance of coordinated, timely, and effective follow-up of the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas and the previous plans of action, and of timely, effective support for the preparations for the Fourth Summit of the Americas, and the important role of the OAS in this matter; and

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the decision of the member states to hold a Special Summit of the Americas in the second half of 2003,

RESOLVES:

1. To renew the mandate issued to the Permanent Council to coordinate the activities assigned to the Organization of American States in connection with the Summits of the Americas.

2.
To instruct the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization to continue to give high priority to carrying out the initiatives assigned to them by the General Assembly, in accordance with the mandates of the Summits of the Americas, and to report regularly on these activities to the Permanent Council through the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.

3. To request the General Secretariat to continue to serve, through the Secretariat for the Summit Process, as the technical secretariat and institutional memory of the Summit process, in keeping with the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas, and to offer to help member states implement the mandates assigned in the Plan of Action and to support the preparation and coordination of future summits.

4.
To instruct the Permanent Council to continue to facilitate civil society participation in the Summits of the Americas process.

5. To recommend to the Joint Summit Working Group chaired by the OAS Secretariat for the Summit Process that:

a. In its capacity as coordination mechanism, it continue to promote the mandates of the Summits in all agencies and to foster collaboration among them;

b. It hold at least one meeting of agency heads each year, to review progress made and plan joint activities, as a complement to the regular interagency meetings.

6. To request the General Secretariat to continue providing the necessary support for ministerial and sectoral meetings related to the implementation of Summit mandates on topics of interest to the OAS.

7.
To request  the General Secretariat to strengthen the Secretariat for the Summit Process, providing it with the human and financial resources it needs in order to follow-up on Summits and to support preparations for the Special Summit to be held in the second half of 2003.

8.
To instruct the General Secretariat to carry out the actions mentioned in this resolution within the resources allocated in the program-budget and other resources; and to instruct the Secretary General to seek additional voluntary funds for execution of the activities mentioned in this resolution.


9.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth regular session on the implementation of this resolution..


APPENDIX II
THIRTY-THIRD REGULAR SESSION
OEA/Ser.P

June 8-10, 2003
AG/doc.4164/03
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14 May 2003


Original: Spanish


Item 29 on the agenda

DRAFT RESOLUTION

Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society

Participation in OAS Activities 

(Approved by the Permanent Council at its session held on May 14, 2003)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN the report of the Permanent Council on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CP/doc.     /03);


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolution AG/RES. 1852 (XXXII-O/02), “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities”; 


BEARING IN MIND the Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities (the Guidelines), approved by the Permanent Council in its resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) and endorsed by the General Assembly in its resolution AG/RES. 1707 (XXX-O/00); 


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO that the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas established that, among other initiatives, the governments would develop strategies at the national level and through the OAS to increase the capacity of civil society to participate more fully in the inter-American system; 


RECOGNIZING the importance of the participation of civil society organizations to consolidating democracy in all member states and the significant contribution that they can make to the activities of the OAS and of the organs, agencies, and entities of the inter-American system;


RECOGNIZING ALSO that civil society participation in OAS activities should take place within a framework of close cooperation among the political and institutional organs of the Organization; 


NOTING WITH SATISFACTION the recommendations and the dialogue arising from the special meeting of the Committee on March 28, 2003, in which there was broad participation by civil society organizations from the Hemisphere; and


NOTING WITH SATISFACTION resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03), which, among other strategies to increase and strengthen civil society participation in the OAS, instructed the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities to recommend to the Permanent Council measures aimed at institutionalizing the informal dialogue that takes place at every General Assembly session among heads of delegation, the OAS Secretary General, and the civil society organizations invited to attend,

RESOLVES:

1.
To endorse the Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities approved by the Permanent Council on March 26, 2003 [CP/RES. 840 (1361/03)], and to instruct the Permanent Council, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), and the General Secretariat, in coordination with all organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS, to facilitate their implementation.


2.
To include on the draft schedule for regular sessions of the OAS General Assembly, before the inaugural session, as a regular activity, the informal dialogue that has been taking place thus far between heads of delegation and civil society representatives.


3.
To invite the host country to offer its support, in coordination with the General Secretariat , to registered civil society organizations, which will coordinate the organization of this dialogue of heads of delegation with representatives of civil society organizations and the preparation of its agenda and format, in accordance with the provisions established in resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03).


4.
To urge member states to:

a.
Participate in the dialogue of heads of delegation with representatives of civil society organizations; and

b.
Continue their efforts to open broader windows of participation in OAS activities to civil society organizations.


5.
To instruct the General Secretariat to continue to support member states that so request in their efforts to increase the institutional capacity of their governments to receive, absorb, and act on civil society input and advocacy, if possible through the use of information and communication technologies.

6.
To recommend to the Permanent Council the creation of a specific fund for voluntary contributions, “Fund for Civil Society Participation,” to support the participation of civil society organizations in OAS activities, including the dialogue of heads of delegation with representatives of civil society organizations, and to urge member states, observer states, and other donors to contribute to it.


7.
To instruct the General Secretariat to carry out the activities mentioned in this resolution within the resources allocated in the program-budget and other resources.


8.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
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WITH RESOLUTION AG/RES 1847 (XXXII-O/02) "SUPPORT AND 

FOLLOW-UP ON THE SUMMITS OF THE AMERICAS PROCESS”

Introduction

This report is prepared in compliance with resolution AG/RES. 1847 (XXXII-O/02) “Support and Follow-Up on the Summits of the Americas Process.”  The purpose of this report is to inform the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Participation of Civil Society in OAS Activities on a regular basis of the activities carried out by the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization since the last OAS General Assembly, in accordance with mandates from the Summits of the Americas.

For more information on the meetings mentioned, please consult our webpage: http://www.summitsoftheamericas.org.
Inter-American Democratic Charter

The Inter-American Democratic Charter, adopted at a special session of the OAS General Assembly on September 11, 2001 in Lima, Peru, states that:  “The peoples of the Americas have a right to democracy and their governments have an obligation to promote and defend it.”  The Charter provides the governments of the Hemisphere with a new framework for collective action to cope with threats to democracy.

The Inter-American Democratic Charter was applied for the first time in April 2002, in reaction to an alteration of the constitutional order in Venezuela.  Latin American foreign ministers attending a meeting of the Rio Group in Costa Rica urged the OAS Permanent Council and the Secretary General to assess the situation in that country, in the context of the Inter-American Democratic Charter.  The Carter Center (CC), the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), and the recently created Friends of Venezuela Group (Brazil, Chile, USA, Mexico, Spain, and Portugal) supported the work of the OAS as a “facilitator.”  The Charter has also helped in establishing guidelines for action by the hemispheric community in Haiti, where the OAS has undertaken a series of efforts to put an end to the political deadlock and to strengthen democracy.

Both the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD and the Unit for Promotion of Democracy (UPD) have participated in the process of publishing the book entitled “Inter-American Democratic Charter, Documents and Interpretations,” compiled by Ambassador Humberto de la Calle.  The book includes the text of the Charter in the four official languages of the Organization, the minutes of the meetings of the Permanent Council which led up to the process of its adoption, and some comments and interpretations by representatives of the member states.

1. ACTION FOR A MORE EFFECTIVE DEMOCRACY
Electoral processes and procedures

Electoral observation missions

In 2002, the Unit for Promotion of Democracy (UPD) conducted missions to observe the presidential elections held in Colombia on May 26, in Bolivia on June 30, and in Ecuador on October 20.

Workshop with the Internationals, Foundations, and Institutes of Political Parties 
At the Inter-American Forum on Political Parties convened by the UPD, in cooperation with the Chilean government, a working session was held with the Internationals, foundations, and institutes of political parties in Santiago on August 26 and 27, 2002.  The discussion focused on strengthening political parties in the Hemisphere and on identifying ways in which the Forum participants could cooperate with the OAS/UPD in further strengthening democracy and in helping resolve the various political crises in the region.  It concluded that the topic of political parties could be divided into external matters, including electoral and party systems, and campaign and party financing, among other things, and internal matters, such as transparent party management, participation of women and young people in politics, and matters that do not involve ideology or competition among political parties.
Second Inter-American Forum on Political Parties

The Second Inter-American Forum on Political Parties was held in Vancouver, Canada on December 4-6, 2002, for the purpose of discussing various aspects of financing, management, and reform of political parties in the hemisphere.  That meeting, convened by the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD), was attended by leaders of political parties, representatives of political institutions, and civil society and academic leaders from throughout the Hemisphere, with over 100 persons from 23 countries participating.  The discussion focused on three essential topics:  financing of electoral campaigns and political parties; an analysis of national case studies on modernization of party systems; and the participation of women in politics.  The Forum also provided an opportunity to learn about the work of other institutions, such as the Inter-American Development Bank, the International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (IDEA), the Carter Center, the International Foundation for Electoral Systems (IFES), the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), the Netherlands Institute of Multi-Party Democracy, the Inter-American Network for Democracy, and the Cataluña International Institute of Good Governance, among others. 

Institutional strengthening and reform of the civil registry


The project implemented by the UPD will ensure a smooth transition from a manual system to a computerized system for civil registries in Trinidad and Tobago.  The project will facilitate the provision of technical support for handling, operating, and maintaining a computerized civil registry, which the Government of Trinidad and Tobago has committed to, with the acquisition of the necessary hardware and software.

Political financing - UPD

Comparative analysis of political financing.  The UPD defined the organization, methodology, and activities to be developed under the study in 2003.  Structurally, it was agreed that the issue of political financing will be tackled in four areas:  the nature of the financing (public, private, and mixed), conditions to ensure transparency, disclosure and accountability, access to the media, and mechanisms for enforcing campaign and political party financing systems.  The study will cover the 34 countries of the Hemisphere.

Specialized conference on money and politics in the Americas.  The UPD intends to build on the basis of different experiences, to avoid duplication of efforts and to develop a truly original, useful, and relevant body of data for the governments of the Hemisphere.  To this end, the UPD, in close cooperation with the Carter Center, held a specialized conference on money and politics in the Western Hemisphere March 17 to 19, 2003, in Atlanta, Georgia.  High-level political leaders participated in the event, to discuss alternatives to the current problems of political financing systems in the region.

Collection of information in Latin American countries.  The second phase of the research on political financing provided for the employment of 18 national researchers to collect and analyze qualified information in each of their countries.

Continuation of the comparative analysis in the Caribbean countries.  The research in this region began with the organization of a workshop of experts in March 2003 in Trinidad and Tobago, which defined the structure, methodology, and activities of the study comprising all the English-speaking Caribbean countries.  Academicians who attended the workshop were also national researchers in charge of gathering data in Jamaica, Guyana, Trinidad, Suriname, Barbados, Belize, and the countries making up the Organization of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS).


Other activities carried out by the UPD include the following:

1.
The Data Processing Laboratory of the Strengthening of Electoral Processes and Systems Area completed different software programs for counting and transmitting election results.  These programs were implemented in the Ecuadorian General Elections in October 2002 and in the municipal elections in El Salvador on March 16, 2003.


The programs and services offered by the UPD are currently on the UPD webpage.  One of the most recent activities in this area was incorporation of the Inter-American Electoral Map, which is a tool for consultations and information on electoral matters. 

2.
A plan of action referring to a comparative study on constitutional and legal regulations on electoral matters was developed. 

3.
As for projects for modernization of civil and electoral registries, both in the initial phase of analysis and diagnosis, and in the second phase of implementation of strategies for modernization and computerization of civil and electoral registry management, assistance to the competent agencies in Honduras, Guatemala, Belize, Grenada, Saint Lucia, and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines continued.  At the same time, the Data Processing Laboratory is working to improve the different technical assistance products pertaining to civil registries offered by the UPD.

4.
The UPD organized the Inter-American Meeting of Electoral Authorities.  It was held on March 12, 13, and 14, 2003 in Panama City, with the participation of 20 member states.  This initiative produced an exchange of experiences and technology on electoral matters, the establishment of a network of technology and information officials of electoral agencies, and a declaration stressing the need for the Summit of Presidents and the OAS General Assembly to continue promoting investment in technology and in horizontal cooperation programs.
5.
The UPD is carrying out a second plan for implementation of electronic voting in Paraguay for the general elections on April 27, 2003.  This project, which covers over 50% of the Paraguayan electorate, is developed under a horizontal cooperation agreement between the General Secretariat and the Tribunal Superior Electoral of Paraguay, in order to implement this type of project in member countries that request it.  At the Inter-American Meeting of Electoral Officials, many countries indicated their interest in this type of project, following the initiative of the Tribunal Superior de Justicia Electoral of Paraguay.

Transparency and good government management

Workshop on Peace-Building Practices in Guatemala
On May 29-31, 2002, a workshop was held in Guatemala on Central American peace-building experiences.  Co-sponsored by the Special Program for Promotion of Dialogue and Dispute Settlement of the UPD and the Collaborative for Development Action, Inc. (CDA), this workshop is part of the project known as “Reflexionando sobre Prácticas de Construcción de la Paz (RPP)” [Reflections on Peace-Building Practices], and it is the first of a series to be carried out in Latin America.  The RPP project is a cooperative effort of more than 100 agencies throughout the world which focus on peace and conflict, and seek to gather information on, analyze, and compare peace programs and interventions in cases of heightened conflict, open conflicts, and post-conflict reconstruction.


The IACD is developing government procurement and electronic government programs to support OAS member states in identifying and applying best practices in public sector management. The IACD is assisting the government of Peru in the establishment of a modern system of Internet-based government procurement.  Modernization of government procurement makes it possible to save 10% to 30% on the total cost of goods and services, increase the participation of all types of businesses, and strengthen local governments.

Second Plenary Meeting of the Interparliamentary Forum of the Americas (FIPA) 


The second plenary meeting of the Interparliamentary Forum of the Americas (FIPA) was held on February 20 and 21, 2003 in Panama City, Panama.  Over 200 parliamentarians met to discuss regional trade and security issues.  The meeting also discussed progress on the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) and the status of democracy and human rights in the region.  Parliamentarians from Uruguay, Brazil, Chile, Peru, Ecuador, Colombia, Suriname, Jamaica, Haiti, Cuba, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, and Panama participated in the meeting.

Hemispheric studies, publications, and research - UPD


The UPD carried out the following studies, publications, and research:


· "Study on Best Practices for Legislative Modernization" (2002).  With the contracting of experts for development of indicators, the UPD initiated this study, which is expected to make an important contribution to modernization processes being carried out in congresses in the region.

· Manual on Relations with the Press (2002).  The UPD completed this publication, together with the State Legislative Leaders Foundation of the United States.  The purpose of the manual is to provide an easy educational tool for parliamentarians to use in their relations with the press.

Andean Region

· Political reform of the state: the role of political parties and congresses (2002). Reports from the seminar held in Bogotá, Colombia in September 2002. 

· “The role of legislatures in the Andean Region in the budget process and in development of political control and supervision” (2002), together with the Universidad Javeriana of Colombia.
Central American Region

· Technical support for the work of the Central American Interparliamentary Commission and the Caribbean Basin on International and Economic Matters and Regional Integration and Peace (2002).  Special project: Central American Regional Legislative Action against Terrorism.

· Study on "Modernization of Political Parties and Parliamentary Modernization” (2002).  In cooperation with the Forum of Presidents of the Central American Legislatures (FOPREL) and the Central American Institute of Legislative Studies (ICEL).

· Research on "Parliamentary Control and Supervision in Legislatures in Central America and the Dominican Republic” (2002).  This research is being carried out jointly with FOPREL and ICEL.

· Studies on “Parliament and the Media”"(2002).  In cooperation with FOPREL and ICEL.

· Studies on “The Legislature and Civil Society” (2002).  In cooperation with the Executive Secretariat of FOPREL.

Southern Cone Region

· Technical assistance to the Joint Parliamentary Committee of Mercosur (CPCM), Paraguay Section, and the Permanent Parliamentary Administrative Secretariat of the CPCM (2002).  As part of implementation of the Inter-Parliamentary Network of Legislative Information (RIIL), and at the request of the Paraguayan section of the CPCM and the Permanent Parliamentary Administrative Secretariat (SAPP).

· Program for Modernization of the Legislature of Córdoba, Argentina (2002), at the request of the Under-Secretariat for Relations with the Provinces, Ministry of Economy of Argentina.  The draft Integral Program for Modernization of the Legislature presented to the Ministry and the Cordoba Legislature was given a positive rating.

· Studies on "Models and Proposals to Facilitate the Establishment of a Community Agency, in the framework of the Integral Institutional Development of Mercosur," (2002).  In coordination with the Regional Legislative Studies Program of the Latin American Center of Human Economy (CLAEH), and with the participation of Universidad Di Tella, University of Brasilia, and experts from Paraguay, research will be carried out on the subject, at the request of the executive board of the Joint Parliamentary Committee of Mercosur.


Moreover, the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD) of the OAS conducted a course on Electronic Government Strategies in Miami from December 3 to 5, 2002.  Government representatives from ten countries in Latin America and the Caribbean participated in it.  The IACD presented the electronic government module at the Mercosur Course for Training Young Political Leaders in November 2002, organized by the UPD.


The IACD participated in the workshop to prepare for the World Summit of the Information Society in Geneva 2003 and Tunis 2005, held in France in December 2002, as the sole representative of public institutions in Latin America.  The Agency signed a cooperation agreement with the Hispano-American Association of Research Centers and Telecommunications Companies (AHCIET), to develop a program for application of information and communication technologies at the local level in Latin America and the Caribbean.  A document analyzing best practices in government procurement, entitled “Profiles of Government Procurement Systems in Latin America,” was also published.


Missions were conducted to identify opportunities in electronic government and government procurement, and plans of action were presented to the Governments of Venezuela and the Dominican Republic.  Finally, the IACD is developing a regional program for modernization of government procurement systems in the Andean region, with the support of USAID, and three workshops to analyze best practices in electronic government–two in Brazil and one in Chile.

The IACD undertook the following projects:

· Produce a technical Protocol for the building of the Democratic Observatory Program in Central America (US$255,900)

· Strengthen the internal management of parliaments in the Southern Cone (US$59,200)

· Capacity Building for Electronic Government (US$59,000)

Fight against corruption

Second Meeting of the Committee of Experts of the Follow-up Mechanism for Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption

The Second Meeting of the Committee of Experts of the Follow-Up Mechanism for Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption was held at OAS headquarters May 20-24, 2002.  Experts from 22 countries which have ratified the Convention and are members of the Mechanism met to cover various subjects and draw up the guidelines for the first round of analysis of the countries.  First reports were presented on progress made by each country in implementing the Convention.  During the meeting, the methodology and questionnaire for analysis of implementation of the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption were approved, to cover those provisions of the Convention that were selected for the first round of analysis, and the structure of the country reports was determined.

The Committee also adopted the decisions needed to start up the first round of analysis.  It determined that, in principle, this round would run from June 2002 to 2004, that six meetings would be held during this time, and that four states parties would be analyzed at each meeting, with new member states to be added proportionally, if necessary.  It further determined the order or sequence for analysis of the information on all states parties during the first round.  First, the states parties that volunteered were included.  Next, the other states parties that are members of the Follow-Up Mechanism were included, in chronological order of their ratification of the Convention.  The composition of all the analysis subgroups was defined for each of the member countries of the Mechanism.

The Committee also took this occasion to begin consideration of topics of collective interest, and took up the document prepared by the Secretariat of the mechanism on the subject of systems “for government procurement of goods and services that assure the openness, equity, and efficiency” referred to in Article III, paragraph 5 of the Convention.

Similarly, the Committee decided to include as topics of collective interest those related to supervisory or control organs and to existing technical cooperation programs or projects on subjects referred to in the Convention.  These topics will be considered by it, with the support of cooperation agencies or international organizations.  At this meeting the 2002 Work Program was also discussed and adopted.
Anti-Corruption Conference in Barbados

On July 22, 2002, the OAS organized an Anti-Corruption Conference in Barbados, the first of a series of conferences to be held throughout the Caribbean region for the purpose of promoting ratification and implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption in those states that have not yet done so.  The countries that participated in the conference included Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, Belize, Dominica, Grenada, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, and Suriname.

This Conference is part of the program promoted by the General Secretariat, under which current legislation in each of the participating countries is analyzed with a view to adapting it to the commitments assumed under the Inter-American Convention against Corruption.  Similar forums have also been organized in over twelve countries of South and Central America.

The U.S. State Department’s International Anti-Narcotics Office financed this conference, with the support of the Office of the Attorney General of the Barbados government.

Conference against Corruption in the Dominican Republic

Last August 30, 2002, a national conference on corruption was held in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic.  The central theme of the event was “Adapting Dominican Criminal Legislation to the Inter-American Convention against Corruption.”  The meeting was sponsored by the OAS, the Administrative Corruption Prevention Department (DEPRECO), the Institutionality and Justice Foundation (FINJUS), and Universidad Católica of the Dominican Republic.

This conference is also part of the program promoted by the General Secretariat to support efforts by member countries to adapt their legislation to conform to the precepts and principles established in the Inter-American Convention against Corruption.

Conference:  The Inter-American Convention against Corruption and its implementation in Brazil

On May 8, 2003, a national conference on combating corruption will be held in Brasilia, Brazil.  This conference, which over 400 persons are expected to attend, will discuss the issue of adapting Brazilian criminal law to the Inter-American Convention against Corruption.  The meeting is sponsored by the Brazilian Ministry of Justice and the OAS.
This conference is also part of the program promoted by the General Secretariat to support efforts by member countries to adapt their legislation to conform to the precepts and principles established in the Inter-American Convention against Corruption.

Third Meeting of the Committee of Experts of the Follow-Up Mechanism for Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption

The Third Meeting of the Committee of Experts of the Follow-Up Mechanism for Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption was held February 10 to 13, 2003, at the OAS headquarters in Washington, D.C.  The experts met to examine the evaluation process, designed to measure progress in the fight against corruption in the Hemisphere, and the advances made by member countries in implementing the Convention.  To date, 28 of the 34 OAS member countries have ratified the treaty, which obligates them to adopt specific measures against corruption.

On that occasion, the representatives of the states parties reported on the progress each of them had made in implementing the Convention since the second meeting of the Committee. 

The meeting discussed and adopted the preliminary draft report on the Republic of Argentina.  The participants also decided that the language used in this report would serve as a guide for drafting the rest of the reports to be produced in the first round, particularly because this will guarantee that the criteria guiding the methodology for analysis in this round will be observed, and especially the criterion on equal treatment of the states.

In the course of this meeting, the Committee also considered and adopted the Annual Report of Activities of the Committee for the Conference of the States Parties to be held shortly, and adopted its Work Program for 2003.  As part of this program the Committee decided that its fourth plenary meeting would take place July 14-18, 2003 at OAS headquarters, and that the preliminary draft versions of the reports for Paraguay, Colombia, and Nicaragua would be considered at that meeting.

Strengthening local governments

The meeting of ministers and high-level authorities endorsed by the Quebec Summit approved the Declaration of La Paz, creating the High-Level Inter-American Network on Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation (RIAD) as an instrument of hemispheric cooperation in those areas.  During the period covered by this report, the UPD, as the Secretariat for RIAD, distributed to member states for their consideration a report on the main conclusions of the working session of RIAD, which met September 10-12, 2002, in Cancun, Mexico.  The meeting was convened for the dual purpose of examining strategies to further decentralization and of initiating consultations with RIAD members on the themes and the focus of the second meeting of ministers and high authorities, which is scheduled to take place in Mexico during the second half of 2003.  In addition to efforts to disseminate information and to link up the network with the key players in decentralization processes in the Hemisphere, the Vice-Chairman of RIAD attended international events, including the Meeting of Local Governments held in Ñuñoa, Chile, October 17-19, 2002, and the Second Central American Conference on Decentralization of the State, held in Guatemala October 24-26, 2003.  Both meetings indicated their support for the objectives of RIAD.

The UPD carried out the following three subregional activities in support of the Network’s objectives:

· It assisted the Governments of the Central American countries and the Dominican Republic in organizing a specialized workshop in Santo Domingo, December 10 and 11, 2002.  At that event, a technical cooperation project financed by the Inter-American Development Bank and implemented by the UPD was presented.  The project seeks to achieve a better understanding of the role played by political variables in the decentralization process, as a basis for strengthening the capacity of governments to design and implement policies in this field.
· In MERCOSUR, the cooperation requested by the Specialized Meeting of Municipalities and Mayoralties of MERCOSUR (REMI), a specialized agency of MERCOSUR, continued, with work proceeding on preparation of a series of studies on decentralization processes and local autonomy in that region.  These studies will provide basic material for horizontal cooperation in these areas.

· In the English-speaking Caribbean, a forum is being organized on good local governance in small states.  Thanks to an offer by the Government of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines to host the event, it will take place in that country April 13-15, 2003, for the purpose of analyzing experiences and specific needs in these areas of the members of the Organization of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS), plus Barbados and the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago.

The Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD) is promoting application of best practices in the Hemisphere in the area of municipal management, with an emphasis on electronic government, including procurement and support for small and medium-sized businesses, and on modernization of the land and civil registries, and on water and sanitation services.  More specifically, the IACD has initiated a Municipality Development Program in the Andean Region, with the financial cooperation of the CAF.  It is currently working with the municipalities of El Alto, La Paz, and Santa Cruz in Bolivia, and with Quito, Manta, and Guayaquil in Ecuador, and it has been in contact with the Municipality of Lima, Peru.  This initiative is expected to be expanded this year to cover activities in Colombia and Venezuela.  In Venezuela, support will be given to the Venezuelan Corporation of Guayana, in developing a joint program to benefit the municipalities in the Guayana region, among other activities.  At the same time, a proposal was presented to the Central American Bank for Economic Integration (BCIE), for a program to support municipal management in Central American countries.  These activities are a response to clearly defined summit mandates in the area of strengthening local governments.

2. Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms

Compliance with international obligations and respect for international law

The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) was pleased to take note of the signing and/or ratification by specific OAS member states of various treaties having to do with protection of human rights in the Americas.  The Republic of Paraguay ratified the Inter-American Convention for Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities on October 22, 2002, and the Republic of Nicaragua ratified that same Convention on November 25, 2002.  That brings the number of states parties to that Convention to eleven.  Moreover, Canada became the first state party to the Inter-American Convention against Terrorism to deposit its instrument of ratification of that treaty on November 28, 2002. 

On March 1, 2003, the IACHR held a working session on implementation of international human rights standards and commitments in the inter-American system.  During the working meeting, over 70 representatives of OAS member states had the opportunity to listen to fifteen independent experts and government authorities speak on implementation of commitments in the area of human rights, and to ask questions and exchange views with them.

Strengthening human rights systems

During the most recent visit to Haiti in August 2002, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) once again expressed concern over the weakening of the state, the lack of independence of the judicial system, impunity, the unsafe climate, and threats to reporters.  In the case of Venezuela, the IACHR is of the opinion that it is essential to maintain a political debate in the framework of democracy.  The Commission is also investigating the events of April 2003 in that country.

The work done by the rapporteurs has been extremely valuable for the defense of human rights.

In accordance with the commitment assumed at the Quebec Summit to strengthen the human rights system, OAS member countries substantially increased the funds allocated to maintain IACHR operations.  Under Permanent Council resolution CP/RES. 831/02, US$600,000 was allocated to the Commission to support its on-site visits, the work of its special rapporteurs, and its unit of human rights defenders, and for publication of its documents.  The Council also allocated US$600,000 to the Inter-American Court of Human Rights to cover non-recurring costs. 
From February 19 to March 7, 2003, the IACHR held its 117th regular session.  During the meetings, the Commission continued to study the numerous petitions and individual cases alleging violations of the human rights protected by the American Convention, the American Declaration, and other inter-American instruments.  It adopted a total of 41 reports on individual petitions and cases.  At the same time, based on Article 25 of its Rules of Procedure, it granted five precautionary measures.

During the week of February 24 to 28, 52 hearings were held.  Hearings on individual cases and petitions dealt with issues of admissibility, merit, friendly settlement, and follow-up.  Other hearings were held to receive general information on the human rights situation in a given country, or information on a given subject relevant to the work of the IACHR, such as administration of justice.  The Commission also heard civil society organizations and government representatives, who presented information on the situation of violence against women. 

Since the previous regular session in October 2002, the IACHR has submitted four new petitions to the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.  During the same period of time, it has presented four requests for precautionary measures for protection of various persons.

The next regular session of the IACHR (118th) will be held at OAS headquarters in Washington D.C. October 7-24, 2003.

Migration

Office of the Special Rapporteur on Migrant Workers and their Family Members

With regard to the follow-up work on the condition of migrant workers and their families, the IACHR Rapporteur followed with great interest developments in migration in the Americas.  In 2002, the Rapporteur paid visits to Costa Rica, Guatemala, and Mexico.
As part of its follow-up and monitoring work, the Rapporteur on Migrant Workers and their Families followed with interest political discussions and changes in legislation and migratory controls in the region.  Although the Rapporteur on Migrant Workers and their Families does not question the right of states to step up efforts to ensure the safety of their population or the advisability of doing so, it is concerned over the implementation of measures that violate the fundamental rights of migrant workers and their families.  In this regard, the Rapporteur assisted in drawing up the IACHR Report on Terrorism and Human Rights.  The Rapporteur also devoted time to monitoring the development of other key subjects, including smuggling and trafficking in persons, and the impact of political and economic crises on migratory flows in the region.

In compliance with the mandate of the Quebec Summit on the need to promote cooperation with specialized international organizations, the Rapporteur, Juan E. Méndez, participated in the “Hemispheric Conference on International Migration:  Human Rights and Trafficking in Persons in the Americas,” held in Santiago, Chile, November 20 to 22, 2002.  The conference was sponsored by the International Organization for Migration (IOM) and the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC).

As part of efforts to study migratory legislation in the region, the Office of the Rapporteur continued work on developing a joint study on comparative legislation on migration, with the support of the Law School of Vilanova University in the United States.

Human Rights of Women
The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) established the Office of the Special Rapporteur on Women’s Rights in 1994 to renew its commitment to guarantee full respect for and ensure the rights of women in each and every one of the member states.  The current work program of the Rapporteur’s Office is designed to make women’s rights a priority area for the Hemisphere, and to ensure effective access by women to justice, especially when they have been victims of violence.

At the present time, the Commission is processing a significant series of individual petitions involving presumed violations of human rights involving specific gender causes and consequences.  During the 116th regular session in October 2002, the Commission convened hearings on the status of the right of women not to be the object of discrimination.

Visit to Ciudad Juárez, Mexico

On February 12 and 13, 2002 Special Rapporteur Marta Altolaguirre made the first visit to examine directly the situation of violence against women in Ciudad Juárez, Mexico.  On December 13, 2002, the Commission approved the conclusions and recommendations of the report prepared by the Special Rapporteur on the situation in Ciudad Juárez.  The report was written on the basis of the information gathered during the visit and subsequent follow-up activities.

Office of Rapporteur on the Internet

In the fall of 2002, with the assistance of the Executive Secretariat, the Office of Rapporteur on Women’s Rights created a space on the Commission’s website specifically devoted to the work of that Office and the Commission in the area of women’s rights.  It contains information on the mandate, activities, initiatives, and reports of the Rapporteur, and offers a list of, and linkages for, all the IACHR case reports and chapters of country reports that deal specifically with women’s rights.

Finally, on November 4, 2002, the Commission and the Rapporteur’s Office were represented at a panel discussion on “Gender and Access to Justice in Peru:  A Dialogue of Learning.”  It was a “distance education dialogue” organized by the World Bank, with participation by videoconferencing from Washington, Lima, and Geneva.

Human Rights of Children and Adolescents


The Office of the Rapporteur on Children’s Rights, together with the OAS member states and sectors of civil society, organized a number of meetings and seminars to promote the inter-American system.  On June 19, 2002, the Rapporteur’s Office began a Seminar in Asunción, Paraguay on the role of the inter-American human rights system in the defense of the rights of children and youth.  The systematization of the IACHR’s work in the field of children culminated in publication of the book entitled “Children and their Rights in the Inter-American System for Protection of Human Rights.”

The IACHR is conducting various promotional visits and workshops on the human rights of children, and on the mechanisms offered for their protection in the inter-American human rights system.  These workshops have taken place in Paraguay, Guatemala, Honduras, Peru, and Mexico.  The participants have included government officials and defenders of children’s rights.  Through these activities, the various mechanisms offered by the system have been given wide coverage.

OAS/Inter-American Children’s Institute (IACI)

The IACI is working to promote ratification of the optional protocols and to adapt inter-American conventions on international private law (CIDIP) to the doctrine and mandates of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.  At the same time, it has been developing a series of prototype legal practices and principles for the Convention.


Freedom of opinion and expression

In 2002, the Office of the Rapporteur on Freedom of Opinion and Expression worked on a report on poverty and freedom of expression, including the detrimental impact of lack of access to information on the most disadvantaged sectors of society.
Through its informal hemispheric network for protection of freedom of expression, the Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression receives information on the status of freedom of expression in member states.  This information is sent in by various organizations defending this right, and by journalists in general, and other sources.  In cases in which the Rapporteur’s Office encounters a serious violation of freedom of expression, it issues press releases on the information received, expressing its concern to the authorities and making recommendations for reinstating this right.  In other cases, the Rapporteur contacts state authorities directly to obtain more information and/or to request reparations for damages.

3. Justice, the Rule of Law, and the Security of Persons

Access to Justice

Constitutional Reform in Saint Vincent and the Grenadines:  The IACD is executing a project to support nation building and the institutions of good governance by reforming the constitution of St. Vincent and the Grenadines.
Combating the Drug Problem
Third Meeting of the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM)

The Group of Government Experts (GEG) of the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM) held its third meeting in Washington D.C. from October 7 to 11, 2002.  The purpose of the meeting was to consider the final comments on the national reports of OAS member states in the context of the Evaluation of Progress in Drug Control.  These reports are divided into National Anti-Drug Strategy, Demand Reduction, Supply Reduction, and Control Measures.
Regional cooperation against drug trafficking
On August 27 and 28, 2002, the 2002 Forum on Regional Cooperation against Drug Trafficking in the Eastern Pacific Transit Zone (EPAC) was held in Miami, Florida, under the auspices of the Anti-Drug Policy Office of the White House and the Organization of American States (OAS).  The forum was attended by over sixty delegates from Belize, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, the United States, and Colombia, who analyzed subjects related to communications, intelligence, information technology, resources, and joint operations.

Thirty-second Regular Session of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)

The Thirty-second Regular Session of CICAD took place December 2-5, 2002 in Mexico City, Mexico.  The purpose of the meeting was to consider the work being done by the groups of experts in firearms, pharmaceuticals, asset laundering, and demand reduction, and to discuss the status of other projects currently being implemented.  In addition, they examined the national and hemispheric reports of the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM) for 2001-2002.


Delivery of country evaluation reports  - CICAD

On January 22, 2003, CICAD launched the national and hemispheric reports analyzing progress made in the fight against illicit drugs in its 34 member states.  The reports, which covered 2001 and 2002, contained recommendations on the measures each country could take to reinforce its anti-drug efforts.


Organized Transnational Crime


Meeting on Judicial Assistance 

The meeting on judicial assistance will be held in Ottawa, Canada from April 30 to May 2, 2003, in accordance with the recommendations of REMJA IV.

The Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas, held in Trinidad and Tobago in March 2002, recommended the convening of a group of government experts in the area of mutual legal and judicial cooperation in criminal matters, to include the central authorities of inter-American treaties for legal and judicial cooperation in this field.  The meeting was convened to comply with this mandate.

During the meeting, a proposed hemispheric plan of action will be adopted to consolidate and improve mutual legal and judicial cooperation in combating the different manifestations of organized transnational crime and terrorism.  The proposed plan will be submitted to REMJA-V for its consideration and approval.

Group of Government Experts on Prison and Penitentiary Policies

At the Third Meeting of Ministers of Justice or Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-III) held in San José, Costa Rica  in March 2000, it added an item on prison and penitentiary policies to the agenda of the REMJA’s.  REMJA-IV recommended that a meeting of authorities responsible for prison and penitentiary policies in OAS member states be convened.  Pursuant to that mandate, a meeting of the Group of Government Experts on Prison and Penitentiary Policies was convened and will be held at OAS headquarters on October 16 and 17, 2003.

Third Meeting of the Group of Government Experts on Cybercrime

REMJA IV recommended that the Third Meeting of the Group of Government Experts in Cybercrime be convened for next June 23 and 24, 2003, to follow up on and monitor compliance with the recommendations formulated by that Group and adopted by REMJA-III.  It will also consider drafting relevant inter-American legal instruments and model laws to strengthen hemispheric cooperation in the fight against cybercrime, and discuss rules and policies pertaining to privacy, protection for information, procedural aspects, and crime prevention. 

Hemispheric Meeting of the National Committees for Implementation of International Humanitarian Law

In the second half of 2003, the Hemispheric Meeting of National Committees for Implementation of International Humanitarian Law will be held in Antigua, Guatemala.  This meeting is part of the activities developed by the General Secretariat in conjunction with the International Committee of the Red Cross.  The meeting will discuss the role of the national committees in implementing international humanitarian law, with a view to finding ways to make it more effective.  The occasion will also be used to facilitate an exchange of information and experiences in applying humanitarian law among the national committees.  The key topical issues involved in applying international humanitarian law on a national basis will be discussed, including implementation of the Rome Statute on the International Criminal Court, with a view to examining and strengthening the contributions of the national committees to this effort. 

Fourth Regular Meeting of the Advisory Committee of the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials

On April 3 and 4, 2003, the Fourth Regular Meeting of the Advisory Committee of the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials was held at OAS headquarters.

This Advisory Committee was established and is regulated in accordance with Articles 20 and 21 of the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials.  The Committee is made up of the states parties and began operations in March 2000, once the tenth instrument of ratification was deposited.  Since then, it has been holding a regular meeting annually, and special meetings whenever necessary.

The Advisory Committee has a pro tempore Secretariat, provided by a state party.  Mexico and Brazil, in that order, have been selected and have fulfilled that function.  At the last regular meeting, Colombia was elected to serve as Secretariat.

In addition to that election, the 2003-2004 work program of the Committee was adopted at its Fourth Regular Meeting, in addition to a draft resolution on its activities, to be submitted to the General Assembly.  The Committee also decided to convene the Conference of the States Parties early next year.

The states parties to this Convention also took advantage of this opportunity to engage in a productive dialogue on the status of national and regional implementation of the United Nations Program of Action on Illicit Trafficking in Small Arms and Light Weapons.

4. Hemispheric Security

Mutual Confidence-Building

On September 20, 2002, the OAS and IDB carried out a seminar on "Security and Development:  the Challenges in Latin America and the Caribbean.”  The purpose of this seminar was to discuss the economic, social, and political aspects of security.  Some of the topics covered were the high degree of macroeconomic vulnerability of the region, the weakness of democratic institutions, poverty, natural disasters, drug trafficking, and terrorism.  Discussion emphasized the fact that hemispheric security should support the pillars of peace, namely, strong democratic institutions, international cooperation, and strong trade relations.


Conflict between Belize and Guatemala

In May 2000, the Governments of Belize and Guatemala decided to seek a final settlement to their territorial dispute, through a panel of conciliators and the good offices of the OAS Secretary General.  The conciliators presented their proposals for a settlement to the dispute, along with relevant historical, legal, political, and technical considerations, to the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the two countries on September 16, 2002.

On February 7, 2003, the Foreign Ministers of Belize and Guatemala, together with the Secretary General and the Assistant Secretary General of the OAS, signed an agreement to establish a Transition Process and a series of confidence-building measures between Belize and Guatemala.  The Agreement puts into practice a mechanism to manage the relations between Belize and Guatemala following the conciliation process, in view of the need to postpone the referendums on the conciliators’ proposals presented in September 2002.  The Agreement establishes a new frame of reference, known as “The Transition Process,” during which time the parties have pledged to continue working constructively and in good faith to manage their relations until a fair, equitable, honorable, and permanent settlement to their territorial dispute is achieved.  The frame of reference establishes the responsibilities of the parties and also assigns duties and responsibilities to the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States and the international community, through the “Group of Friends” set up to support the peaceful settlement of this dispute.

A key point in the Agreement is the creation of an Office of the General Secretariat in the Adjacent Zone.  The main function of the Office will be to monitor compliance by the parties with the confidence-building measures designed to reduce tensions and manage the situation in the adjacent zone, and especially with regard to the people who are living in that zone.
Fifth Meeting of Defense Ministers of the Americas

On November 19-22, 2002, the Fifth Meeting of Defense Ministers was held in Santiago, Chile.  In 1995, the first meeting of defense ministers took place, and since then they have been meeting every two years to discuss subjects related to security in the Hemisphere.  OAS Secretary General César Gaviria and the Chair of the OAS Committee on Hemispheric Security, Ambassador Miguel Ruiz Cabañas, were invited to attend the ministerial meeting, in order to strengthen the ties between the intergovernmental institutions involved in foreign policy and hemispheric defense.

In Santiago, the ministers discussed the following issues:  new threats to regional security; cooperation across borders in the areas of prevention and containment; the role of the “white books” on defense as an indicator of mutual confidence; joint forces in peace-keeping operations; mine-clearing experiences; contribution of the armed forces to social development; and the role of the armed forces in the event of natural disasters.  The defense ministers approved the “Declaration of Santiago,” which fosters mutual understanding and an exchange of views in the field of defense and security.

Second High-Level Meeting on the Special Security Concerns of Small Island States 
The Second High-Level Meeting on the Special Security Concerns of Small Island States was held January 8-10, 2003 in Kingstown, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines.  The participants at the meeting discussed the following topics:  transshipment of nuclear waste, susceptibility to natural disasters, health threats, economic vulnerability, illicit drug trafficking, corruption, and poverty, among others.

Four documents were approved at the meeting:  Draft Confidence- and Security-Building Measures to Increase the Security of Small Island States; Recommendations of the Second High-Level Meeting on the Special Security Concerns of Small Island States to the Special Conference on Security; Security Management Model on the Special Threats, Concerns, and Challenges of Small Island States; and, the Kingston Declaration on the Security of Small Island States. 

Meeting of Experts on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures in the Region
On February 3 and 4, 2003, the Meeting of Experts on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures in the Region was held in Miami, Florida, in the context of the OAS.  The purpose of the meeting was to follow up on the Santiago Conference in 1995 and the El Salvador Conference in 1998 on confidence- and security-building measures, and to evaluate their implementation and consider the next steps to take to further strengthen mutual confidence.

The experts began by evaluating and analyzing implementation of confidence- and security-building measures in accordance with the mandates of the Santiago and San Salvador Declarations, OAS General Assembly resolutions, and the inventories of these measures implemented by OAS member states.  The experts then examined measures of transparency in the region, and in this regard, they evaluated the status of ratification and implementation of the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Acquisitions of Conventional Weapons, and participation in the Register of Conventional Weapons and the instrument for information on military spending of the United Nations.  At the same time, the experts encouraged the states to participate in these instruments and evaluated the impact of confidence- and security-building measures on hemispheric security in general.

The experts then turned to the issue of the next steps to take to further strengthen mutual confidence, by identifying new measures that will serve to cope with the new threats, concerns, and challenges to security in the region.  At the same time, the participants analyzed the future work of the OAS in the area of confidence- and security building measures and the best methods for exchange of information on this subject.

Finally, the delegations adopted the Miami Consensus, which contains conclusions and recommendations on these measures.  In addition, they approved an Illustrative list of Confidence- and Security-Building Measures with regard to both traditional threats and new threats, concerns, and challenges to security in the region.

During the meeting, representatives of civil society, and specifically the Security and Defense Network of Latin America (RESDAL), presented recommendations.

Preparatory meetings for the Special Conference on Security
The OAS Committee on Hemispheric Security has been holding various preparatory meetings for the Special Conference on Security, to be held in Mexico City, Mexico.  The Committee on Hemispheric Security has received contributions to that conference from the following entities:  the Inter-American Committee Against Terrorism (CICTE), the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the Nuclear Weapons Ban Organization for Latin America and the Caribbean (OPANAL), the Economic Commission for Latin America (ECLAC), the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the Inter-American Committee for Reduction of Natural Disasters (CRDN), the Inter-American Convention Against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA), the Unit for Sustainable Development and the Environment (UDSMA), the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD), and the United Nations Organization (UN), among others.

At the present time, the Committee on Hemispheric Security is negotiating the draft Declaration, a document that will emanate from the Special Conference on Security.


Mine-clearing
On December 10, 2002, Costa Rica announced that it was the first land-mine-free country in the Americas.  With the support of the OAS program for Integral Action against Antipersonnel Mines, Costa Rican sappers located and destroyed a total of 338 mines and explosive devices located along the border with Nicaragua, and cleared over 130,000 square meters.  The conclusion of the mine-clearing operations in Costa Rica represented the last step in the national process under the Ottawa Treaty, which provides for the destruction of antipersonnel mines within a period of about ten years.  Costa Rica signed the Ottawa Convention in 1997 and ratified it in 1999.  In Central America as a whole, 22,000 anti-personnel mines have been destroyed, with the assistance of the OAS and the Inter-American Defense Board.

The program for Integral Action against Antipersonnel Mines, in cooperation with the National Technology Institute in Nicaragua (INATEC), embarked on the second stage of the work relocation project, with a second group of 32 persons incapacitated by antipersonnel mines.  The purpose of the project is to provide technical training in different areas.

In Nicaragua, the “IMSMA” (anti-mine activity management information system) software package was updated, with the assistance of the United Nations.  This package includes a new area that not only makes it possible to follow up on matters pertaining to the rehabilitation of victims, but also provides preventive education.  The system has been installed so far in Nicaragua, Guatemala, Peru, and Ecuador. 

The next country in the Hemisphere to be free of mines will be Honduras, and this will occur tentatively towards the end of 2003.  Guatemala is planning to wrap up operations in 2004.  Nicaragua has set its target for 2005.  Although Peru and Ecuador have not yet set a specific date for completing mine-clearing operations, because of the magnitude of the problem–130,000 mines located along the border of both countries–the program is estimating 2007 for completion.

From November 2002 to March 2003, the program for Integral Action Against Antipersonnel Mines received contributions from the following countries:  Brazil ($50,000), Canada (Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade $568,665 and the Canadian International Development Agency $80,124), Spain ($195,624), United States ($225,000), France ($75,255), Honduras-Taiwan ($294,748), Italy ($264,100), Japan ($17,000), Norway ($475,893), United Kingdom ($308,042), and Sweden ($427,650).

Cooperation Agreement

On March 5, Colombian President Alvaro Uribe and OAS Secretary General César Gaviria signed an agreement for cooperation and technical assistance between the Colombian Government and the OAS for mine-clearing action in that country.  The agreement will initially provide support in the areas of preventive education and raising public awareness, rehabilitation of mine victims, and establishment of a data bank to keep a record of victims of antipersonnel mines.  Colombia signed the Ottawa Treaty in 1997 and ratified it on September 6, 2000.

Action against Terrorism

Member countries sought to strengthen security and cooperation against terrorism during the OAS General Assembly which took place in Bridgetown, Barbados from June 2 to 4, 2002.  The Inter-American Convention against Terrorism was adopted at the meeting.  It will serve as a valuable instrument for ensuring the security and protection of people and their democratic institutions through increased cooperation.
Third Inter-American Conference against Terrorism
The third regular session of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) took place on January 22-24, 2003 in San Salvador, El Salvador.  The major themes of the meeting were regional cooperation, the new threats, and the 2003 Work Plan for CICTE.  The conference also discussed the creation of financial intelligence units, collection of information, development of a database, and a network for exchange and coordination of policies.

At the meeting, member states approved the “San Salvador Declaration on Strengthening Cooperation in the Fight against Terrorism.”  Recommendations for the Special Conference on Security, to take place in Mexico, also emanated from this conference.  The objective of the meeting was to promote technical support and training in countries to counter terrorist threats.  The measures to be put in place by the countries include an information exchange to detect and detain persons suspected of illicit activities.  Representatives of other institutions, such as the Anti-Terrorist Division of the United Nations, the Central American Integration Secretariat (SICA), the International Red Cross, the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), and the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), attended the meeting as well. 

It is important to note that at the 116th session held in October 2002, the IACHR completed its study of the Report on Terrorism and Human Rights and approved the report, in compliance with the mandate on hemispheric security.  This report endeavors to strengthen the Commission’s doctrine in this area, and to assist states in complying with their international legal obligations.

5. Civil Society

Strengthening participation in hemispheric and national processes

During the thirty-second regular session of the OAS General Assembly in Bridgetown, Barbados, representatives of civil society and several ministers of foreign affairs met to discuss the development of relations between civil society organizations, the Summits of the Americas Process, and the Organization of American States.  The dialogue highlighted the tradition of participation by civil society in OAS activities, and placed particular emphasis on the current challenges in the Hemisphere, such as strengthening democracy and the protection and promotion of human rights in the region.

At the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Culture, held on July 13 and 14, 2002 in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, around twenty representatives of civil society and four culture ministers discussed the Cartagena Plan of Action, and especially the subject of cultural diversity, and culture and equity.  They also defined strategies for cooperation in formulating sectoral policies. 

The Unit for Sustainable Development and the Environment (UDSMA) is:

· Supporting countries in implementing ISP (Inter-American Strategy for the Promotion of Public Participation) principles, as a direct response to the Santa Cruz Summit mandates;

· Promoting ISP policies between governments and civil society; 

· Incorporating ISP principles in programs and projects related to sustainable development and integral management of natural resources; 

· Promoting the participation of civil society organizations in the programs, projects, and activities of UDSMA.

Participation of Civil Society in OAS Activities

The Summits Process Secretariat has provided technical support to the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation of the Permanent Council, and has coordinated participation by civil society at its meetings, as well as the process of registration and accreditation of nongovernmental organizations in the Organization of American States (OAS). 

During the period covered by this report, the Committee held various working sessions with the participation of representatives of civil society organizations registered with the OAS, such as Human Rights Watch.  In addition, a special session was held, with the participation of civil society representatives, to exchange views and comments on mechanisms for participation in the OAS.  On that occasion, civil society organizations also exchanged views on topics such as hemispheric security, good governance, and education in the framework of the Summits of the Americas Process. 

At the same time, the Summits Process Secretariat supported and advised the Committee in preparing information and policy documents, taking into account the objective of promoting and facilitating greater participation by civil society in the political organs and technical areas of the OAS.  The Secretariat coordinated the registration of fourteen civil society organizations in OAS activities, taking into account the "Guidelines for Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities."  To date, 63 organizations have registered.
With a view to strengthening relations with civil society, the Secretariat established an electronic mail account to send and receive civil society documents on the subject.  Finally, it worked with the OAS Public Information Office to produce a special issue of the electronic magazine Americas Forum, in order to promote an exchange of experiences on participation of civil society in multilateral organizations in the hemisphere.

6. Trade, investment, and financial stability
Trade, investment, and financial stability
The OAS is continuing to provide technical support for negotiations on the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA), as a member of the Tripartite Committee, made up of the OAS, IDB, and ECLAC.  It is focusing its efforts on offering technical assistance for strengthening capacity in the area of trade in the participating countries, and especially among the smaller economies.

The support provided by the OAS Trade Unit in FTAA negotiations during the period covered by this report has consisted in responding to requests by negotiating groups and special committees, and has included preparation of statistics, studies, and analyses, and technical assistance. During this period, in accordance with the distribution of work among the institutions belonging to the Tripartite Committee, the Trade Unit has continued to provide technical and analytical support to the following FTAA Negotiation Groups:  Investment; Services; Intellectual Property; Subsidies, Antidumping, and Countervailing Duties; Competition Policy; and, Settlement of Disputes.  It has also supported the Negotiation Group on Market Access in the area of technical barriers to trade and trade regulations, and it has assisted the Advisory Group on Smaller Economies, the Committee of Government Representatives on Participation of Civil Society, the Subcommittee on Budget and Administration, and the Technical Committee on Institutional Matters.

In the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas, the heads of state and government urged the Tripartite Committee “to continue responding positively to requests for technical assistance from FTAA units,” and they requested “the institutions, in accordance with their own internal procedures, to give favorable consideration to the requests for technical assistance related to FTAA matters received from member countries, and especially from small economies, to facilitate their integration into the FTAA process.”  In compliance with this mandate, the OAS Trade Unit conducted activities to strengthen trade capacity in the countries participating in the FTAA process, and especially the smaller economies.  Technical assistance focused on the following activities:

· Advanced training course for government officials, offered for the fifth consecutive year by the OAS, together with the World Trade Organization and Georgetown University, with the financial support of the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development.

· Specialized seminars in different areas of trade, for government officials and private sector representatives.

· Workshops to facilitate an understanding of the process of preparation of bids for access to markets in services and investments.
· Website of academic networks in the Hemisphere, “Netamericas.”  This website is one of the major instruments for building capacity and for distributing and exchanging information on trade.  The address of the website is www.netamericas.net, and it has been active since December 2001.

Members of the Trade Unit have also cooperated with the governments of member countries by offering assistance for specific projects in the area of trade and integration, and by participating as invited experts to seminars, round tables, and conferences.
Ministerial trade meeting

At the Seventh Ministerial Trade Meeting, held November 1, 2002 in Quito, Ecuador, the ministers reiterated their commitment to complete FTAA negotiations by January 2005.  The ministers responded to recommendations of civil society and made the second draft of the FTAA chapters available to the public.  The Eighth Ministerial Trade Meeting is scheduled to be held in Miami towards the end of 2003.
Among the achievements referred to in the Ministerial Declaration of Quito are “fulfillment of task necessary for fulfilling the terms of the Buenos Aires Ministerial Declaration, fundamentally the elaboration of a second draft of the consolidated chapters prepared by the Negotiating Groups and the preliminary work of the Technical Committee on Institutional Issues (TCI) on the general and institutional aspects of the future FTAA Agreement; the initiation of market access negotiations in agricultural and non-agricultural goods, services, investment, and government procurement on May 15, 2002; the approval of the methods and modalities for negotiation to be applied in the next phase of the process,
/ and setting of the timetable for the exchange of market access offers, with initial offers beginning on December 15, 2002; the definition of modalities for notification of the base tariff, the approval of the guidelines or directives for the treatment of differences in levels of development and size of the economies,
/ and, the Hemispheric Cooperation Program (HCP) ...”.

Ministers instructed the Trade Negotiations Committee (TNC)–composed of the deputy trade ministers–the negotiating groups, and the Technical Committee on Institutional Matters (TCI) to “achieve a consensus on as many items as possible in each of the chapter drafts of the FTAA Agreement.”  At the same time, they instructed the negotiating groups and the TCI “to present to the TNC, prior to its 14th meeting, a revised version of the chapters for its consideration and later guidance” and to “present a new version of the chapters to the TNC at least eight weeks before our next meeting at the end of 2003.”

To comply with the deadlines to ensure the entry into force of the FTAA Agreement, the ministers instructed the negotiating groups to “develop work programs consistent with the timetables for the exchange of initial offers established by the TNC, that is, between December 15, 2002 and February 15, 2003.  We encourage the Groups to present comprehensive offers that contribute effectively to the liberalization of hemispheric trade, taking into account treatment according to the differences in levels of development and size of economies.  This will facilitate the review of the offers and the submission of requests for improvements to offers between February 16 and June 15, 2003.  Similarly, we would remind countries that they should begin the process for presentation of revised offers on July 15, 2003, which will be followed by later negotiations on the improvements.”

One of the most outstanding achievements of the Quito Ministerial Meeting was approval of the Hemispheric Cooperation Program (HCP).  The HCP “is intended to strengthen the capacities of those countries seeking assistance to participate in the negotiations, implement their trade commitments, and address the challenges and maximize the benefits of hemispheric integration, including productive capacity and competitiveness in the region.”  The ministers undertook a commitment “to develop national and/or subregional [trade capacity-building] strategies and related programs, in order to make rapid and effective progress in the HCP, and to provide assistance in identifying sources of predictable and multifaceted financial and nonfinancial support to meet the objectives of the HCP….”  The national and/or subregional strategies for strengthening capacity related to trade define, prioritize, and coordinate the needs of countries in the following areas:  (i) preparation for and participation in negotiations; (ii) implementation of the agreement; and (iii) the transition and changes needed to obtain benefits from the FTAA.  These strategies are designed in the context of national development objectives and strategies and are part of the agenda for economic growth and development and poverty reduction.

In the course of the year, the OAS, together with the institutions of the Tripartite Committee, will be providing support to countries in their efforts to develop national strategies to strengthen their trade capacity.  In addition, in compliance with the mandates of the Quito Declaration, and at the request of the FTAA Consultative Group on Smaller Economies, the OAS, together with the IDB and ECLAC, will offer support in organizing rounds of meetings between donors and beneficiaries and will participate in them as donors, to support implementation of programs to build capacity in trade-related areas and to identify strategies.

The OAS, through the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development and the Canadian Agency for International Development, has allocated resources to the Trade Unit so that it can implement activities in support of technical assistance requests related to trade under the Hemispheric Cooperation Program of the FTAA.

During the second half of 2002, the OAS worked closely with the IDB, ECLAC, and the United States Agency for International Development to help Central American countries in developing their national strategies.  In this context, the OAS assisted the Salvadoran government in producing its National Plan of Action for Development of Trade Capacity.  Each Central American country has formulated similar plans, as a basis for obtaining financial and technical assistance in the context of negotiations on a free trade agreement between Central America and the United States.

As part of the Tripartite Committee, the OAS (Trade Unit/SICE) is managing the FTAA’s official website.  All the official FTAA documents classified as public, nonrestricted documents, databases, and relevant publications, in addition to other information on the FTAA process, are available to the public on that website.  In addition, the OAS is managing a document distribution system which provides FTAA negotiators with safe access to all the documents for the negotiations.  This secure site was launched on May 1, 1999, with 598 documents, and it has grown exponentially, with a current total of 23,000 documents.
Together with IDB and the Mexican Secretariat for Economic Affairs, the OAS has helped ensure an uninterrupted flow in the FTAA negotiating process during transfer of the headquarters of the FTAA Administrative Secretariat from Panama to Mexico in March 2003, in accordance with the timetable determined five years previously by the trade ministers of the Hemisphere.  The OAS has established a trust through which it can channel funds to the FTAA Administrative Secretariat, and which gives it the legal capacity to operate in Mexico, while ensuring continued logistical and administrative support to the negotiators from the 34 countries participating in the FTAA process.  The OAS has also accredited the specialized international personnel of the Administrative Secretariat as personnel associated with the OAS General Secretariat in Mexico, so that they can receive privileges and immunities in that country.  The negotiations in Mexico, led by Brazil and the United States as co-chairmen, will be the final negotiations that will lead to the conclusion of the FTAA agreement in January 2005.

Dialogue in support of member states on the FTAA and environmental sustainability

As requested by its National Focal Points, the Inter-American Forum on Environmental Law (FIDA) is coordinating a joint effort with the World Resources Institute, the University of Miami North-South Center, the International Center on Economic Policy, the Environmental and Natural Resources Foundation, the Peruvian Society on Environmental Law, and the Tulane Institute for Environmental Law and Policy, among others, to develop a sound technical analysis of the environmental impact of free trade expansion in the region and identify solutions to the challenge of sustainable development. 

Country studies have been undertaken in collaboration with national environmental officials and nongovernmental experts.  The methodology centers on identifying high-growth sectors with a high potential impact on the environment and evaluating how existing legal and institutional frameworks address that impact.  Policy alternatives are then analyzed to manage and minimize potential environmental impact in the domestic and regional context.  Drafts have been developed for Argentina and Brazil and will be released for peer review in March 2003.  Country studies for the remaining MERCOSUR countries, Paraguay and Uruguay, and for two or more Central American countries, will begin in early 2003.

The IACD undertook the following projects:

Program to develop capacities in the trade area of the Americas (US$125,000):  Develop and strengthen trade-related human capacity-building in countries of the region, particularly in smaller economies, in order to facilitate their integration into the FTAA process.  In so doing, the project focuses on the trade related priorities established by CIDI and aims at fulfilling the mandates of the OAS General Assembly and the Summit of the Americas process in the area of trade.

Trade Study - Frontier between northern Peru and Southern Ecuador (US$52,780):  The objective of the study is to analyze the current situation of trade on the frontier between Peru and Ecuador, due to a lack of sufficient elements to recognize the magnitude of such activity in the economic and social field, in addition to be capable to design promotion and development instruments.

Economic and financial stability

The IACD undertook the following projects:

· Evaluation of the Conformity, Accreditation and Quality to prepare American Countries to achieve the Free Trade Agreement of the Americas, FTAA, by 2005 (US$217,445).

· Inter-American Port Security Training (US$431,667)

· Benchmarking Among Small Manufacturers in the Agro and Food Processing Industries in Trinidad and Tobago (US$40,450)
· Export Promotion; Trade and Economic Integration in Grenada (US$53,000)

· Consumer Services Administration Institutional Strengthening / Staff Development in Saint-Kitts-Nevis (US$30,000)

· International Economic Negotiations and Diplomacy to the Service of Integration in Latin America and the Caribbean (US$66,000)

Corporate social responsibility
The first hemispheric meeting on corporate social responsibility was organized jointly by the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the Organization of American States, the World Bank, and the Canadian government, and was held in Miami, United States, September 22-24, 2002.  The conference brought together over 500 business executives, representatives of governments, multilateral institutions, and civil society, academicians, and representatives of the media.  The participants discussed building alliances with civil society for local economic and community development, through a new voluntarism and philanthropy.  They also considered business as a role model for business, and the role of supranational organizations and the media.  Before the end of the year, the IDB will prepare a book containing the reports of each of the twelve sessions, a bibliography, and a summary of the results of the electronic forum which was held prior to the conference.

7. The regulatory environment and infrastructure

Telecommunications


In 2000, CITEL and the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) published the 2nd edition of the basic reference book, Telecommunications Policies for the Americas (the “Blue Book”), with the aim to provide updated background information and a comprehensive overview of factors that governments may need to consider when developing telecommunications policy and the supportive legislative/regulatory framework.  CITEL has been working to produce an updated edition of the “Blue Book,” which is due for December 2003.  In-depth consideration of the following issues will be included in this new version of the Blue Book:  Competition policies; Spectrum Management; Interconnection: lessons learned/best practices, case studies and recommendations; Universal Service; Regulatory structure (requirements for independence, Administrative procedures, etc); Regulatory issues posed by the convergence of technologies and services; Broadband access issues; Internet governance.


The increase in the number of regulatory bodies in the member states has meant that assistance to such bodies in the form of training has become a priority CITEL activity.  In 2002, pursuant to resolution COM/CITEL RES. 125 (X-01), the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission sponsored four training courses (divided into 13 groups of participants so that optimum benefit would be derived from the courses) utilizing the budgetary allocation for fellowships for 2001 and 2002.  This task has been successfully accomplished thanks to the excellent support provided to CITEL by the ITU’s Center of Excellence for the Americas.  2002 was the first time distance education courses were offered by CITEL.  Six distance learning courses and four conventional training programs are planned to be delivered in 2003, in close coordination with the ITU’s Center of Excellence for the Americas, to about 300 telecommunications professionals in the Hemisphere.


CITEL has undertaken the task of establishing a Management Information System for the implementation of the Mutual Recognition Agreement (MRA) in the Americas.  In 2002, CITEL staff developed an information management system that is able to store and retrieve the extensive amount of information required by this agreement.  CITEL participants decided that the information collected as part of the implementation process would be made available to everyone through the CITEL web site.  It is anticipated that the database will be on line in April 2003.  Appropriate liaison is being conducted with subregional organizations in Central America and the Caribbean for organizing seminars and workshops aimed to raise awareness of government authorities and industry leaders on the positive aspects of joining the Inter-American MRA and which kind of action is required from each country’s Administration for doing so.


New studies and recommendations are being made on universal services in the Americas, recognizing that new concepts in universal service/access include citizen access to information, not just to basic telephone services.  Studies and best practice documents are being developed in the area of funding mechanisms for the rendering of universal services that can assure ample and unrestricted access of all sectors of the population to information and knowledge.  All this will be contained within a revised edition of the book, Universal Services in the Americas, to be released on the second half of 2003.


CITEL, realizing the importance of distance education to the peoples of the hemisphere has developed and distributed a handbook on Tele-education in the Americas and has initiated a program to prepare a similar reference book on Tele-medicine.  Also, there are two committees in CITEL working to promote broad access to the Internet; one dealing with the necessary standards for interoperability of networks over which the Internet operates and the other with the necessary protocols for wide spread access to new services.


In recent years the OAS member states have expanded the utilization of systems using VSAT-type terminals and the implementation of VSAT networks is an integral part of various development programs aimed at modernization and growth of telecommunications infrastructures. With the advent of higher functionality and lower costs, VSAT systems can now support a broad range of services and applications such as: distance learning, telemedicine, rural telecommunications, corporate networks, and Internet connection.  Taking into account the increased importance of VSAT solutions for the region, in 1999 CITEL established a web site that serves as a repository of information on the different criteria, licensing procedures, application forms and other formalities required by telecommunication Administrations in the Americas for authorizing the operation of VSAT terminals and networks in their respective jurisdictions.  Based upon such input data, a report containing a comparison of the different VSAT licensing regime in the Americas was prepared by CITEL and subsequently circulated to the OAS member states for their review.  CITEL is now striving to develop recommendations and best practices that could assist Administrations in developing or simplifying national procedures.


CITEL's handbook on Universal Service is being updated; the cooperative agreement with European Standards Organization is directed towards agreement on standards for new services; Guidelines on interconnection policy have been prepared and distributed; and a database on spectrum usage in the Americas has been developed to assist in the spectrum management activities of the member countries.


CITEL is seeking to strengthen its activities regarding seeking voluntary funding to augment its budget so that the additional mandates emanated from the Agenda for Connectivity and its associated Action Plan may be carried out.  Voluntary funding sources are being sought from both governments and the private sector.
Transportation
Inter-American Training Program on Port Security
The Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) is supporting a series of regional courses on port security training, organized by the United States Maritime Administration (MARAD) and financed by the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD).  These courses cover topics such as cargo security, control of illicit drug trafficking in ports, appropriate handling of dangerous cargo, prevention of terrorism, stowaways, and other criminal activity.  The first of these courses took place July 22-26, 2002 in Bridgetown, Barbados, and was geared to the Caribbean region.  Other courses will be held in the Andean region, and in the Southern Cone and Central America.

Western Hemisphere Transport Initiative (WHTI)
During this period of time, the Executive Committee of the Initiative held two meetings.  The first one took place on May 13 and 14, 2002 in Brasilia, Brazil, while the second meeting was held on October 28 and 29 in Washington, D.C.  At the meetings, the Committee discussed the topics included in the Initiative’s programming area, such as security and protection in aviation, institutional cooperation, trade routes, information networks, and transportation and the environment.  The OAS, through the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, manages the website of this initiative. 

Fourth Meeting of the Executive Committee of the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP)

The Fourth Meeting of the Executive Committee of the Inter-American Committee on Ports was held December 3-7 in Montevideo, Uruguay.  Over 100 officials, executives, experts, and academicians from 22 countries and international organizations in the port sector of the Americas and Spain gathered to take up the extensive work program of this OAS forum.  The Committee adopted resolutions referring to its 2003 work plan, in support of training activities to be carried out.  In addition, it endorsed the Ibero-American Meeting on the Exchange of Port Technology, to be held in Brazil.  The Committee also discussed progress on the cooperation and mutual assistance agreement among inter-American port authorities.  So far thirteen countries have signed this instrument, which provides for increased bilateral and multilateral cooperation for port development in the countries of the Hemisphere. 

Energy

The IACD undertook the following projects:

· Energizing of Rural Community Centers in the Southern Cone (US$130,000)

· Extension of National Program “Aldea Solarnet” in Honduras (US$98,000)

· Pilot Project of solar schools in Guatemala (US$58,875) 

· Aldeas Solarnet in El Salvador (US$89,000)

8. Disaster management

Third Vulnerability Assessment Techniques (VAT III) Workshop as part of the activities of the Inter-American Task Force of the OAS through its Working Group on Mainstreaming Disaster Reduction in Development (IATF/MDRD)
The objective of the workshop is to identify, present and discuss a variety of natural hazard vulnerability assessment methodologies and their applications, and identify gaps in coverage. Programming activities for the workshop held in Wildey, St. Michael, Barbados, on December 4-5, 2002 were developed in coordination with NOAA/CSC and CDB.  Case studies from the Caribbean, Latin America and North America were presented.  The objective of the workshop was to identify, present and discuss a variety of natural hazard vulnerability assessment methodologies and their applications, and identify gaps in coverage, particularly from the point of view of present and potential users from the public and private sectors at all levels.  The recommendations will be taken into consideration by the sponsoring organizations in their respective institutional contexts, and will be used by OAS in its policy and strategic action initiatives regarding vulnerability assessments and indexing for formal consideration by the countries of the Hemisphere.

Dialogue on Water and Climate on Central America Small Valley Alert and Vulnerability Reduction Program (DWC/SVP) Regional Platform Development (SVP Regional Platform)

The activities started on April 01, 2002 and will last until June 2003.  The SVP Regional Platform is one of the Central America Regional Dialogues on Water and Climate implemented by USDE.

Second Hemispheric Conference on Vulnerability Reduction of Trade Corridors to Socio-Natural Disasters (TCC II) 

The TCC II was held in Tampa, Florida, June 12-15, 2002, with the support of the University of South Florida Center for disaster management and Humanitarian Assistance USF/CDMHA as part of the Training and Research Program on Trade Corridors Development (PROCORREDOR).

OAS/USDE and the Caribbean Disaster Emergency Response Agency (CDERA) are jointly executing the Caribbean Hazard Mitigation Capacity Building Programme (CHAMP), a program to assist countries in the Caribbean region with development of comprehensive, national hazard vulnerability reduction policies and programs; and development and implementation of safer building training and certification.  The project will build on recent regional experience with development of national policies and plans for comprehensive hazard vulnerability reduction.  CHAMP began in June 2002 and is scheduled to be completed in July 2005.

OAS/USDE, with financial support from the World Bank, compiled existing best practices for hazard risk management in the Caribbean and undertook an assessment of actual risk management practices, as measured against these good practices, in the following countries and territories: Antigua and Barbuda, British Virgin Islands, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Grenada, Jamaica, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines.  The results of these assessments were used to prepare the document Natural Hazard Risk Management in the Caribbean:  Revisiting the Challenge, which was presented and discussed at the 2002 meeting of the Consultative Group for Caribbean Economic Development (CGCED), held in Washington in June 2002.

The Unit for Sustainable Development and Environment undertook the following projects:

Mainstreaming Adaptation to Global Change (MACC)
Mainstreaming Adaptation to Global Change (MACC) follows the successful CPACC (Caribbean Planning for Adaptation to Climate Change) Project, which was designed to increase national and regional capacity to monitor sea level and key climatic indicators and to plan for adapting to the effects of global climate change on coastal and marine resources.

MACC aims to integrate climate change and variability into the agendas of the tourism, agriculture, fisheries and infrastructure sectors.  The project will refine and disseminate vulnerability assessment methodologies, build regional scenarios and applicable models and work with the private sector and the CDB to promote the use of building codes and incentives for disaster prevention. 

Development of MACC activities and the project's structure and timeline was guided by national, regional and sectoral consultations, culminating in a final MACC preparation workshop in August 2002.

The results of the project preparation process under the MACC PDF-B were integrated into the Project Approval Document which will guide the implementation of the project.  The full project was designed based on these findings and the discussions between CARICOM, the World Bank and the countries.  The OAS coordinated these inputs as executing agency for the MACC PDF process.

From November 2002 - February 2003 the Unit for Sustainable Development and Environment of the OAS was involved in assisting the CARICOM Secretariat in preparing documents required for project effectiveness for the Mainstreaming Adaptation to Global Climate Change in the Caribbean (MACC) i.e. the Project Operations Manual, Project Procurement documents and the Project Implementation Plan.  The OAS also supported discussions on technical aspects of project implementation, i.e. the strengthening of monitoring networks.  Work on preparation was conducted from October 2001 – October 2002.  The project will be implemented from April/May 2003 - March 2007–a period of four years.

Caribbean Hazard Mitigation Capacity Building Programme (CHAMP)
As part of the Caribbean Hazard Mitigation Capacity Building Programme (CHAMP), the OAS, the Caribbean Disaster Emergency Response Agency (CDERA) and the Disaster Mitigation Facility of the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB/DMFC) developed a draft Model National Hazard Mitigation Policy for use in the Caribbean.  A Regional Workshop/Policy Dialogue was convened to review and elaborate the draft Model National Hazard Mitigation Policy.  This workshop brought together a wide cross section of stakeholders, including government agencies and national disaster organizations from Belize, the British Virgin Islands, Grenada, Jamaica, St. Lucia and St. Kitts & Nevis, as well as representatives from regional institutions and international development agencies.  The resulting policy will be used as a basis for establishing national hazard mitigation policies throughout the Caribbean.

9. Environmental basis for sustainable development

Environment and management of natural resources

Several projects being undertaken at the sub-regional level, working with national institutions in increasing capacity for integrated water resource management and improving environmental management at the national and local level.  OAS/USDE acts as regional executing agency in the implementation of these projects, in collaboration with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and/or the World Bank, and with financing primarily from the Global Environmental Facility (GEF).  These projects include:

Formulation of a Strategic Action Program for the Integrated Management of Water Resources and the Sustainable Development of the San Juan River Basin and its Coastal Zone (SJRB)
Initiated in January 2001, this US$4.0 million 3-year project is being executed by the governments of Costa Rica and Nicaragua, through MINAE (Ministry of Environment and Energy) and MARENA (Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources) respectively.  Unit for Sustainable Development (USDE) headquarters personnel worked in close consultation with the office of the managing director of the International Secretariat of the Dialogue on Water and Climate on the preparation of the final project document, a detailed time-based schedule of events and activities, and a budget.  The USDE held several meetings with the managing team of the GEF-UNEP project, PROCUENCA-SAN JUAN, in preparation for the initiation of activities.  In addition, it prepared Fact Sheet #1 and the terms of reference for the project’s principal consultant.  

Implementation of the Strategic Action Programme for the Binational Basin of the Bermejo River

Project being executed in collaboration with the Governments of Argentina and Bolivia, through the Binational Commission for the Development of the Upper Bermejo and Grande de Tarija River Basins, with a US$11 million financial support from GEF.  

Strengthening the Water Resources Sector in Brazil.

GS/OAS-Government of Brazil agreement initiated in January 2002, brings a total contribution of US$10.5 million from the government of Brazil, to be implemented by USDE during the 2002-2004 period, in collaboration with the National Water Resource Secretariat and the Ministry of Environment of Brazil.
The Inter-American Biodiversity Network (IABIN) project preparation phase is August 2002 to December 2003.  Through the IABIN regional initiative, individual countries in the Americas can share resources available for network-building and can more effectively build partnerships among what might otherwise be isolated national implementations.  IABIN is developing a regional consensus on network-wide practices and to ensure that the interoperability within IABIN extends to the other CHM nodes worldwide.  The implementation of the project will begin January 2004.

Project for Environmental Protection and Sustainable Development of the Guaraní A1quifer System
The project will be executed with a US$13.4 million grant from the GEF, with additional financing from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), the German Geological Survey (BGR) and the Bank Netherlands Water Partnership Program (BNWPP).  OAS/USDE will act as the regional executing agency and the World Bank as the implementing agency for the GEF.  The preparatory work to begin this project continued, including the finalization of bilateral agreements between the OAS General Secretariat and the governments of Argentina, Brazil, Uruguay, and Paraguay for project implementation, the Manual of Procedures (PIP), and the process of identification and selection of the professionals to fill the project’s management posts.  Technical activities under the project will be initiated during the first quarter of 2003.  At the same time, an agreement between the OAS/GS and the World Bank was signed for Execution of the Academic Fund for the Guaraní (Universities Fund), which will provide for an additional US$340,000 from the Netherlands cooperative agency to go to implementation of the Guarani Aquifer System Project financed by the World Environmental Fund.

Project on Implementation of Integrated Management Practices in the Pantanal and the Upper Paraguay River Basin 
This US$ 6,615,000 GEF grant will promote sustainable economic and social activities in Pantanal, one of the largest and most biologically diverse wetlands in the world.  The project is being carried out in partnership with the Brazilian National Water Agency (ANA), and it aims to formulate and implement a comprehensive Watershed Management Program for the integrated and sustainable management of the Upper Paraguay River Basin and the Pantanal.  The process of preparing the analytical diagnosis of the Upper Paraguay River Basin and the Pantanal was initiated.  A seminar on integration of Basin initiatives was conducted in Cuiaba/MT, with the participation of representatives of institutions operating in the Upper Paraguay/Pantanal.  With the project’s support, the Symposium on Central-Western Water Resources was organized in Campo Grande/MS, and brought in important subsidies for development of the Public Information Plan.  At the same time, a workshop of subproject coordinators took place to integrate the results of project activities and their contributions to the Basin’s Integrated Management Program.  During this period, the State Park of the “Nacientes del Río Taquari” [Taquari River springs] was inaugurated.  The institutional framework for the project was completed, with the signature of letters of agreement between the National Water Agency (ANA) and all the institutions involved in implementation of the project.

Project on Integrated Management of Land Activities in the San Francisco River Basin
This GEF-funded project (US$ 4,771,000) represents the Latin American demonstration project under the Global Program of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities (GPA).  Work in preparation for the analytical diagnosis of the San Francisco Basin continued, with the development of a database of the principal initiatives and projects for integral development of the Basin.  In December, the Integration Committee of the San Francisco Basin took over, marking the Project’s success in developing an organizational structure for the integral, participatory management of the Basin.  At the same time, the “meta-data” system for the San Francisco Basin was initiated, with headquarters in the National Water Agency (ANA).  This will make it possible to have access to documents stored in institutions operating in the Basin.


Dialogue on Water and Climate (DWC)

The Dialogue on Water and Climate (DWC) is a "project-type" activity consisting in a platform that supports information exchange between the water and climate sectors to improve society’s ability to cope with the impacts of increasing climate variability and change on water.  The Dialogue on Water and Climate seeks to increase awareness of the issues relating to climate vulnerability to water resources management, and to set in motion a political process designed to bridge policy gaps.  DWC activities use existing water resource management projects, including those related to climate adaptation, to promote a dialogue between users and managers, local communities and national institutions, and competitors vying for water resources in quantity and quality.  Each DWC activity generates, in part, additional information on the structure and content of workable water resource management activities in the context of weather extremes, climate variability and/or climate change.


The goal of the DWC is to improve the capacity in water resources management to cope with the impacts of increasing variability of the world's climate, by establishing a platform for cross-sectoral dialogue through which policymakers and water resources managers have better access to, and make better use of, information generated by climatologists and meteorologists.  The dialogue is open, transparent, and inclusive, involving stakeholders at all levels.  The Dialogue also seeks to set in motion social and political processes that will lead to the eventual adoption of coping strategies and “best practices.”


The outcome will be policies and actions that create conditions in which more effective coping and adaptation mechanisms to deal with and adapt to water and climate vulnerability are developed and applied at the international, national, and community levels.


Dialogues have been established for the following countries, regions and basins in the Americas: 

Basin Dialogues 

Rio San Juan (Costa Rica and Nicaragua) 

Regional Dialogues
Central America Program on Flood Alert and Vulnerability Reduction of Small Valleys

Caribbean Dialogue on Water and Climate

Progress of the work done in the three Dialogues was presented at the preparatory meeting held in Dhaka, Bangladesh, in December 2002.  Currently, a compilation and analysis of the local experiences is being completed and will be presented to the Third World Water Forum, in Kyoto, Japan in March 2003.  The meetings in Bangladesh and Japan allow the representatives of the countries to directly submit their experiences and results to cope with the problems of climate variability and change.

On the other hand, several projects being undertaken at the sub-regional level, working with national institutions in increasing capacity for integrated water resource management and improving environmental management at the national and local level.  OAS/USDE acts as regional executing agency in the implementation of these projects, in collaboration with the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and/or the World Bank, and with financing primarily from the Global Environmental Facility (GEF).  These projects include:

On the other hand, the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI), integrated a Working Group to follow-up on the completion of Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development (CIDS-III) mandates.  It is currently reviewing project development related to the eight resolutions adopted by CIDS-III.  In particular, it is in the process of preparing a draft Inter-American Program on Sustainable Development 2002-05, for approval at the next CIDI meeting to be held in April 2003.

The IACD undertook the following projects:

· Regional Evaluation of Saltwater Intrusion of Coastal Aquifers on Caribbean Islands (US$293,000)
· Offshore Island Conservation Project (OICP) (US$61,400)

· Coastal Wetland Ecosystem Conservation and Sustainable Livelihoods in Saint-Lucia ($62,965)

· Development of Management Capacities for the supervision of Protected Areas of the Dominican Republic (US$127,000)

· Environmental Information System (US$40,000)

· Bio-security Regulations in Latin America and the Caribbean in the framework of the International Bio-security Protocol (US$82,500)

· Strengthening and Support to the Information and promotion of Renewable Energy resources Center(US$90,000)

· Wind Turbine Energy Pilot Project in Dominica(US$30,000)

· Sustainable Development in the Amazon border area of Peru and Ecuador (US$335,000)

· Analysis of the Environmental Impact of Developing the Northwest Region of St. Vincent and the Grenadines (US$144,825)
· Strategic actions to reinforce the management policy of the hydrographic basins and Coastal zones in Central America US$44,800)

· Development of Sustainable land-use Systems in Belize, Central America, on degraded pastures in the tropics as a model for Mesoamérica ($100,000)

· Sustainable Development in the Rio Ambato Basin of Ecuador (US$87,800)

· Economic Technologies for water disinfecting and decontamination in rural areas of Latin America and the Caribbean (167,280) 

· ISO 14.000 rules to facilitate the enterprises competitiveness in Central America and Panama (US$119,120)
10. Agricultural management and rural development
The IACD undertook the following projects: 
· Science and Technology application to strengthen micro, small and medium sized agricultural enterprises in the rural sector of Latin America and The Caribbean (US$208,436)

· Training Programs in Agro-processing (US$65,000)
· Development of medicinal plants and goods in Central America (US$270,400)

· Argentinean Handicraft.  Sustainable Development and Promotion of cultural diversity through the improvement of the creation and commercialization process (US$34,320)
· Project Machaq Uru (Bolivia) – Environmental and Productive Gestion in Municipal Governments (US$70,994)
· Development of subcontracting nucleus in the wood and metal sectors of the small industry of Pichincha (Ecuador) ($60,000) 

· Diversification of Totora fiber uses and commercialization of its handicrafts in Ecuador (US$148,469)
· Training Rural Entrepreneurs to Obtain Greater Access to Existing Markets in the Tourism Sector While Adding Value to the Tourism Product (US$46,550)
· Integral Rural micro enterprise development in selected areas of Omoa (Honduras) (US$48,800)

· Rural Family and Sustainable Development Strategies (US$63,920)

· Support to the sustainable development in the Esperanza colony (Paraguay) (US$210,940)

· Design and Implementation of Knowledge Networks for Rural Communities of Trinidad and Tobago (US$23,450)
· Project to Reinforce the Agro-Industrial Cluster of El Salvador (US$50,000)
11. Work and employment

The IACD undertook the following projects:

· Occupational Training for persons with physical disabilities in Ecuador (US$37,000)

· Workplace Interventions to Increase the Productivity of Workers Living with HIV/AIDS in the Caribbean (US$48,414)

· Reinforce the institutions in the labor intermediation process in Honduras (US$12,530)

· Enhancement of the Labor Inspection Function in Selected Caribbean Countries (US$36,000)
12. Growth with equity

Financing for development

Since the 2001 Summit of the Americas, the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD) has supported a variety of projects through its traditional programs such as FEMCIDI, scholarships and fellowships.  For programming executed in 2002 and 2003, OAS Member States contributed more than US$16 million for projects in the 8 priorities of the Strategic Plan.  In 2002, more than 3600 fellowships and scholarships were awarded for a total of approximately US$7 million.  The Best practices programs progressed in the area of e-government, e-procurement and municipal development with some funding from Corporación Andina de Fomento (CAF).  In terms of partnerships created or consolidated, the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) announced a CAN$5 million additional contribution to the IACD for new approaches to programming and an agreement was signed with Brazil’s Agency for Cooperation in order to have access to technical cooperation support.  Discussions are underway with several private sector firms, including in information and communications technology to complement IACD programming.
Favorable economic environment


The IACD undertook the following projects:

· Junior Achievement Belize Entrepreneurship Project (US$39,000)

· Business Labs:  Young Entrepreneurs Training and Development Program in the Caribbean (US$45,000)

· International Seminar “Incubators of Small enterprises” (US$60,000)

· Territorial arrangement of the National tourist entities (US$45,000)

· Assistance program for the small hotels in Central America Countries (US$230,000)

· Realization of a regional program of technological missions for the small and medium sized enterprises (US$37,690)

· Fostering  the Growth of Enterprises (US$101,000)
· Center for Integral Specialization of the Craftsman (US$74,450)

· Tourism Strategic Plan for the Amazon Region (US$136,316)

· Elaborate a methodological strategy to develop the Ecotourism in Honduras (US$96,400)

· Organization Plan of the Tourist National Territory and Special zones of tourist development in Nicaragua (US$155,600)

· Barbados Tourism Awareness and Involvement Program (US$40,000)

· South American archaeological and Ecotourism Circuit (US$80,000)

· Tourism Sustainable development in the Maya region (US$93,000)

· Tourism Education Program in St-Kitts-Nevis (US$47,000)

· Skills Training for Community Development (US$17,757)

· Improvement of the productivity and competitiveness of the micro and small enterprises through a Technical Assistance Fund (US$80,000)

· Creation of enterprises with a technological and innovation background and diversification of the productive activity in strategic areas of the region through the establishment, development and strengthen of incubators (US$50,000)

· Apprenticeship, Training and Cooperation in production process and in micro and small enterprises (US$71,500)
· Gales Point Skill Development Project (Belize) (US$56,706)
Improvement of stability and social mobility

As a result of the Second Summit of the Americas, held in Santiago, Chile, in 1998, the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) in partnership with the Organization of American States created the Virtual Office of the Inter-Summit Property Systems Initiative (IPSI) in response to the Property Registration mandate of the Santiago Plan of Action.  During the Summit, member states expressed their commitment to rationalizing and standardizing their respective national property registration systems.  Thus, IPSI’s objective is to offer overarching support by displaying information in its portal: www.property-registration.org to the numerous on-going efforts throughout the Hemisphere to reform aspects of property information systems.


To promote involvement of end users, the website of the Inter-Summit Property Systems Initiative (IPSI) is currently undergoing transformation, which includes decentralization of content generation and management.  Involvement of multilateral institutions is also being emphasized to avoid parallel efforts that may fragment resources and leave the user community confused about where to go for property and land information.  As a result, discussions have taken place with the World Bank (WB) and the Inter-American Development Bank (IADB) on how IPSI may collaborate and share information with these institutions to strengthen efforts to foster the process of rationalizing property registration systems.


Currently, the technical staff of the Virtual Office of the Inter-Summit Property Systems Initiative is evaluating the technical aspects of creating a portal on land issues in Central America.  Guatemalan land experts will be in charge of the information displayed in the BiViCAT website and thus, they will become IPSI’s focal points in the Central American region. 


Substantial changes were made in the Virtual Office of the Inter-Summit Property Systems Initiative (IPSI) to promote direct participation of the user community.  Meetings were arranged with representatives of the World Bank (WB) and the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) to explore the options of co-partnership for the new portal, thus strengthening their efforts to foster the process of rationalizing property registration systems.  IPSI is now a member of World Bank’s Development Gateway Platform an interactive portal for information and knowledge and is relying on Development Gateway’s partner AiDA (Accessible Information on Development Activities) to increase the document database.  Discussion was initiated with representatives from BiVICAT (Guatemala) to explore possibility of co-owning a portal on land administration issues in Central America and become IPSI’s focal point in the region.
13. Education

Inter-American Committee on Education

The Follow-Up Group for the Education Chapter of the Summits of the Americas met in Cancun, Mexico May 29 and 30, 2002, to develop a proposal for the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE).  The purpose of the CIE is to coordinate implementation of the inter-American ministerial dialogue in the field of education to follow up on the mandates of the Summits of the Americas and the agreements of the meetings of education ministers.  In addition, the CIE will be responsible for identifying multilateral initiatives and for implementing Organization of American States cooperation in the area of education development policies.

Consultations with civil society on education
The Unit for Social Development and Education has begun a program of electronic consultation in which civil society organizations can share their views on the role of civil society in educational development.  The Unit has invited these civil society organizations to participate in the process and to register at the web site: www.oas.org/consulta.
Science and technology

The Office of Science and Technology (OST), as the technical secretariat of the Hemisphere’s political and technical organs, including the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology (COMCYT), the Common Market Program for Scientific and Technological Knowledge (MERCOCYT), the Committee for Scientific and Technological Development of Central America and Panama (CTCAP), and the Ibero-American/Inter-American Network of Science and Technology Indicators (RICYT), and as the executive secretariat of the Inter-American System of Metrology (SIM), among others, has continued to provide technical advisory services, primarily to the national councils (CONCYTs) in the Hemisphere, and to various OAS political organs.  Its main objective is to promote technical cooperation in areas related to formulation and implementation of policies, strategies, programs, projects, and initiatives in science and technology.

In the area of information technology and connectivity, the OST has continued to support institutions in various subregions in their work to develop specialized information systems, including INFOCYT, RICYT, and RELAQ.  It has also supported development of other specialized networks linked to metrology (SIM) and biotechnology and food technology (SIMBIOSIS), among others, and their mirror pages are maintained on the OST server.  Action to promote the adoption of a new generation of advanced Internet technology and applications in the region is also taking place, to ensure greater cooperation among countries.  The OST has continued its work to develop its science and technology portal on the Internet (http://www.science.oas.org), which provides access for its users to information pertaining to its projects, the specialized networks referred to, and relevant indicators and publications.  The OST, as technical secretariat for the First Hemispheric Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities in Science and Technology, within the scope of CIDI, has continued to pursue activities of coordination in preparation for that ministerial meeting, and especially with regard to preparation of reference documents in the hemispheric priority areas. 

The OST provides important assistance in developing human resources and contributes to the technical infrastructure needed to establish the FTAA and to the development of science and technology in the region.  The OST continued supporting SIM activities, and in that context the technical and scientific personnel in the five subregions.  Under an agreement with PTB-Germany, this support will extend to the area of accreditation.  An example is the workshop held in Ecuador in 2002 where participants from various countries were given instruction in the design and preparation of a methodology to be applied in surveying indicators for biotechnology, beginning with Ecuador, Costa Rica, Colombia, Mexico, and Venezuela.

Virtually since its inception, the OST has been working with the CYTED Program in Spain to support the Program of Science and Technology Indicators, RICYT, which the heads of state and government of the Americas specifically referred to in the Quebec Plan of Action. 
In addition, a program for providing training and advanced and refresher courses for human resources under the OAS Fellowship Program was launched.  In addition to conventional training programs, this initiative has made it possible to use the portal to put into practice an aggressive electronic fellowship project to provide distance training and refresher courses in all the member states.

The S&T Indicators Program (RICYT) has been supported since its beginning by the OST in conjunction with the CYTED Program- Spain.  The RICYT Program, which is coordinated by the Center of Studies on Science, Development and Superior Education –Argentina, and in which most of the OAS member states participate, has been explicitly recognized by the Heads of State and Government of the Americas in their Plan of Action of Quebec.  To ensure the continuation of this Program, the OST has provided, at the request of this Program, technical support, particularly in the preparation of a new project proposal for the OAS FEMCIDI Fund.  The Internet mirror site of RICYT is maintained in the OST server located in Washington, DC facilitating its access within the region.

The IACD undertook the following projects:

· Strategies and Pedagogical materials for scholar retention in Latin America (US$79,945)

· Supporting the Implementation of the New National Certificate of Education Program in Saint-Kitts-Nevis (US$34,199).

· Training of young entrepreneurs in Universities in the Southern Cone (US$149,000)

· Strengthening of the evaluation process of Educational centers in the Southern Cone (US$35,000)

· Education Vs. Violence (US$30,000)

· The Automation, Networking and Connection of Bahamian Public Libraries to the Internet (US$100,000)

· The Just-in-Time Lecture Technology (US$190,886)
· The Production of Educational Programs project in Paraguay (US$25,000)

· Integration of Information Communication Technology in the Curriculum at the Secondary School Level in Grenada (US$34,300)

· Improving the Instructional Program Through Use of Information Technology in the Bahamas (US$38,950)

· Education and Work in Mercosur Phase II (US$147,000)

· Design and production of Cartography materials for the blind persons in Latin America (US$94,867)

· Promotion of Human Rights and Democracy in Training Schools for Teachers in Nicaragua (US$88,000)

· School Curriculum Transformation for working children and teenagers (US$250,000)

· Vocational Training and Business Management to the community members of San Pedro Nonualco in El Salvador (US$95,000)

· Empowering Communities Through a Multi-Dimensional Approach to Education (US$200,000)
· Pedagogical Strategy to Educate for Peace, Coexistence and Human Rights (US$97,163)

· Bookmobile Service to Rural and Remote Communities in St. Lucia (US$80,000)

· Implementation of a Curricula Design Program (US$50,000)

· Pedagogical support for the integration of minors with disabilities under 6 years old into a regular school (US$137,600)

· Scholar Integration of children and youth with disabilities into High School Educational Centers (US$56,614)

· Increasing Access to Quality Education for Disabled Students in the Caribbean (US$50,000)
· Articulation of conventional and non-conventional strategies to the pre-school education (US$58,000)

· Educational strengthening and social development of the less favorable childhood (US$59,085)

· The Development of Strategies to Achieve Full Literacy in Jamaica (US155,000)

· Educate the diversity of the Mercosur Countries (US$250,000)

· Save first Grade (US$234,750)

· Diagnosis and Promotion of Education Success in Trinidad and Tobago (US$82,858)

· Antigua and Barbuda Center for Dyslexia Awareness (ABC Dyslexia Awareness) - Teacher Training of Specific Learning Disability/Dyslexia (US$50,000)

· Center for the Advancement of Special Needs of Individuals (C.A.S.N.I.) (US$92,780)

· Pedagogical and Technical instrumentation in the special education of Ecuador (US$60,000)

· Integrate people with disabilities in high school in Latin America (US$159,625)

· Vocational Training for Kindergarten teachers and learning innovations (US$66,010)

· Teacher Training for the Integration of IT into the Caribbean Classroom (US$107,300)
· Classroom Assessment for Primary and Secondary Schools Pilot Project in Saint Kitts and Nevis (US$49,125)
· Strengthening / Enhancement of Spanish Language Instruction at the Primary School Level in CARICOM Member States (US$88,607)
· Investigating the Impacts of Agriculture and the Practicality of Expanding Agricultural Science in the Schools and Community (US$45,200)

· Diagnosis of resources of the Science, Technology, Innovation and Quality National System of Paraguay (US$30,000)

· Multi Purpose Laboratory - St Kitts and Nevis Capacity Building and Facility Upgrading for Microbiological Testing (US$51,000)
· Cooperation Program to constitute Technological and Biotechnological Food indicators adapted to Latin America and the Caribbean Countries, in order to motivate the application and Technological Transfer to the Industries (US$62,500)

· First Trinational Initiative of the productivity of Satellite Radiometric Measurements in the area of the Southwest Atlantic (US$89,872)

· The Science and Technology Exhibition in the Bahamas (US$91,000)
· Knowledge networks in new technology sectors for the competitiveness in Latin America and the Caribbean (US$144,000)

· Transfer of Technology in Sericulture from Colombia to Ecuador and Bolivia (US$70,000)

· Improving the Process of Technological Transfer in Jamaica (US$20,000)
· Construction and diffusion of the Latindex Catalog (US$122,000)

· Caribbean Icons in Science, Technology and Innovation (US$35,000)

· National System of Science and Technology (US$32,150)

· Metrology for the Americas: Measurement Infrastructure in Support of Free Trade and Protection of the Environment for the Americas (US$360,000)

14. Health

Reform of the health sector

The IACD undertook the following projects:

· Project to obtain through a Bio-directed study, elements that might be useful in the prevention and treatment of parasites, cancer and fungicidal diseases based on vegetable natural resources (US$356,120)

· Project to measure the Genotoxic/Antigenotoxic effect of plant extracts used in traditional Bolivian pharmacology, by means of the Ames test and the Smart Test. (US$41,800)

· Strengthening Caribbean food safety : the role of the consumer (US$161,345)
15. Gender equality

The following is a list of recent advances in activities and projects undertaken by the CIM in compliance with mandates handed down by the governments in the Quebec Plan of Action.

Gender training within the OAS
The General Secretariat, the CIM, and the Canadian Agency for International Development (CIDA) have been implementing a project financed by the Canadian government to train professional employees of the OAS to provide for gender mainstreaming in all of the Organization’s programs and policies.  In June 2001, the General Secretariat signed a contact with the Canadian Government, which donated 500,000 Canadian dollars (US$327,328) to train professional staff of the OAS to incorporate a gender perspective in all the institutional programs and policies.  The CIM has participated actively in organizing the program and is responsible for its follow-up.  Approximately 240 employees, whose work is related to the design, implementation, or evaluation of projects, will complete their training.  As a direct result of this training program, the Staff Association has set up a gender subcommittee to deal with various gender-related issues, in coordination with the Executive Secretariat for the Summits Process, to facilitate an exchange of information, cooperation, and coordination among the agencies in the inter-American system.  This interinstitutional forum on gender equity and equality held its first official meeting on February 19, 2003.

Violence in the Americas: a regional analysis, including a study of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women

The first stage of the research project on violence against women was completed in 2001.  This project, implemented with the International Center on Criminal Law and Criminal Justice Policy of Canada (ICCLR) and the United Nations Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, is designed to assess how the Convention is being implemented in each member state.  It covers not only matters related to criminal law, proceedings, law enforcement, and corrective measures and punishment, but also health, social services, victim assistance programs, crime prevention, and public awareness campaigns, which have been carried out in the past five years.  Financing was obtained for a study of twenty countries, and additional resources are needed to complete it in the fourteen remaining countries, and to publish and disseminate the results.  In addition, the Permanent Secretariat prepared the Third Biannual Report of the CIM to the OAS General Assembly on compliance with resolution AG/RES. 1456 (XXVII-O/97), “Promotion of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence Against Women, the “Convention of Belém do Pará.”

Subregional meetings of experts
With the support of UNIFEM, UNDP, CIDA, and the Government of Guyana, the CIM organized subregional meetings of experts to present the conclusions of the project on violence, so that they could examine them and make recommendations.  Four subregional meetings were held for two days each in MERCOSUR plus Bolivia and Chile, the Andean countries, Central America, Mexico, and the Dominican Republic, and the countries of the English-speaking Caribbean.

Subregional pro tempore secretariats on violence

Through the principal delegates of the CIM in Uruguay, Ecuador, Panama, and Guyana, subregional pro tempore secretariats have been established to function as permanent, sustained follow-up mechanisms to ensure implementation of the recommendations of the subregional meetings.  Financing is needed to defray the costs of the biannual subregional meetings for the coming years, and for publications and other activities involved in assessing progress, making policy recommendations, and putting the next measures into practice.

Trafficking in women and children for purposes of sexual exploitation in the Americas

The CIM and the International Human Rights Institute of the Law School of De Paul University have completed the first phase of a Hemisphere-wide research project on trafficking in women and children for the purpose of sexual exploitation in the Americas.  This phase covered Brazil, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Belize, El Salvador, Guatemala, Panama, and the Dominican Republic.  Reports on those countries and a summary were prepared for presentation to the Thirty-first Assembly of Delegates, along with recommendations and proposals for action.  Financing was obtained from the Permanent Mission of the United States to the OAS and from USAID.  The CIM is actively seeking external financing to extend this project to other countries.

The Principal Delegates of Peru and Guatemala, and the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM participated in the Hemispheric Conference on International Migration, Human Rights, and Slavery of Persons in the Americas, held in Santiago, Chile, in November 2002.  The conference was organized by the Economic Commission for Latin America (ECLAC) and the International Organization on Migration (IOM).  The CIM also presented the results of the project at a conference on slavery and trafficking in persons, especially women and children, organized by the Principal Delegate of Argentina and held in Buenos Aires in March 2003.

The CIM and the IOM have also submitted a proposal to USAID to continue research on slavery and trafficking in persons, and especially women and children, in 16 countries in the region, i.e., Mexico, Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Guyana, Jamaica, Paraguay, Peru, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, Uruguay, and Venezuela.  At the same time the CIM, together with Casa Alianza, a regional nongovernmental organization in Central America, has presented a project proposal to the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD).  It involves a regional plan of action against slavery in persons, and especially women and children, to be carried out in Central America and Mexico.

Finally, a resolution on sex tourism in the Hemisphere will be presented at the Inter-American Congress on Tourism, for its consideration and possible adoption.  This entity will meet in Guatemala in April 2003.

Business leadership training program

The CIM, together with the Fund for Young Entrepreneurs of the Americas, of the OAS Unit for Social Development and Education, established a business leadership training program, with a view to offering training for micro-businesses.  The experimental course was given in Argentina in May 2001.  The CIM will work with the Committee’s delegates to identify sources of funds to reproduce this program in other countries.  Moreover, the Permanent Secretariat has been conducting consultations with specialists of the Gender Program of the Communications and Technology Unit, Inter-American Development Bank, to examine training projects of this kind for micro-entrepreneurs.

As for gender mainstreaming in national and international programs, since the meeting of women ministers which took place in April 2000 at the OAS, the CIM has redirected most of its efforts to implementing the inter-American program at all levels, and it became the driving force behind the biannual work program for 2000-2002.
The UPD and the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) worked together on a forum on political participation of women in a democracy.  This forum took place on November 21, 2002 in Washington D.C., in compliance with the provisions of Article 28 of the Democratic Charter, which states that:  “States shall promote the full and equal participation of women in the political structures of their countries as a fundamental element in the promotion and exercise of a democratic culture.”  Outstanding women from all parts of the region were invited to share their experiences in the area of work done through the political process.

The CIM has begun to discuss the topic of women, peace and security, and especially in the context of conflict resolution and building democracy in the region.  To this end, it is working with Women Waging Peace, a joint initiative of the John F. Kennedy School of Government of Harvard University and Hunt Alternatives, a nongovernmental organization.  The main objective is to promote the participation of women in the areas of peace and security, and implementation of resolution 1325 of the United Nations Security Council.  In March 2003, the CIM made a presentation at a meeting of the OAS Committee on Hemispheric Security, and submitted to it for its consideration a proposed paragraph to be included in the Declaration of the Special Conference on Hemispheric Security, to take place in Mexico.  The members of the Committee expressed their support for and their commitment to including a gender perspective in that Declaration.

Gender mainstreaming in ministerial meetings
SEPIA I – Gender and labor
At the present time, the CIM is providing technical assistance to the Unit on Social Development and Education for preparation of a seminar on gender and labor for labor ministers, as part of the follow-up to the Twelfth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (CIMT).  The seminar is expected to take place during the second or third quarter of 2003.

The CIM is also preparing a document on best practices in the area of gender and labor, to be presented at the meeting of working groups for the 12th CIMT, which will take place in Montevideo, Uruguay on April 1, 2003.

SEPIA II- Gender and justice
Follow-up to the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Justice of the Americas (REMJA IV)

In February 2003, the General Secretariat reported that, at the request of the CIM, a technical advisor on gender would be added to the Technical Secretariat of the Legal Cooperation Mechanism. 

In November 2002, the CIM participated as a panelist in a teleconference sponsored by the World Bank and entitled “Gender and access to justice in Peru:  a learning dialogue.  The objectives of the event were to explore joint strategies and specific steps to improve access to justice, to be considered in preparing and implementing the project on modernization of justice services, financed by the World Bank.

Since the First Meeting of Ministers or Authorities at the Highest Level responsible for Women’s Policies in member states, which took place April 27 and 28, 2000 at the OAS, the CIM has been focusing most of its efforts on implementation of the inter-American program at all levels.  It has become the driving force behind the 2002-2004 biannual work program.  The Commission will direct resources of the 2003 Seed Fund to projects that contribute to putting the program into practice.

In November 2002, the CIM presented to the Permanent Council its report on resolution AG/RES. 1853(XXXII-O/02),“Implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality.”
On the other hand, the Inter American Agency for Cooperation ad Development (IACD) undertook the following projects:

· Support to women-owned micro-enterprises in the food sector of the border region of Trifinio (El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras) (US$72,560)

· Gender and Development: Community Training, Creation of employment and Reimbursable Fund (US$63,300)

· Women’s Political Participation:  Training in Democracy and Governance (US$129,985)

· School of Political Training implemented in Dominican Republic (US$123,640)

· Effective Personal Leadership for Women Managers in Government in Suriname (US$49,588)
16. Indigenous peoples

Working Group in charge of preparing the Draft Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

The Summits Process Secretariat provided technical and logistical support to the Working Group in charge of preparing the Draft Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, under the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the OAS Permanent Council. 

In this regard, it helped prepare its work plan, presented a project to obtain external funds, and managed the Specific Fund established to finance participation of representatives of 
indigenous peoples in discussions on the draft declaration.  It also set up an e-mail account (summitindigenas@oas.org) in order to send and receive documents on the subject and a database with 450 files.
During the second half of  2002, the Working Group focused its work on Section Five of the Draft Declaration, with special emphasis on “Traditional forms of property ownership and cultural survival, right to lands and territories,” at a meeting which took place November 7 and 8, 2002. Representatives of member states and of indigenous peoples from various countries participated in the meeting, as did nine experts from Germany, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Chile, Ecuador, and the United States, among others.  As part of the event, there was a technical dialogue to assess progress in international and national law, doctrine, and practice with regard to traditional forms of ownership of land, territories, and natural resources.
During the first quarter of 2003, the Group completed its analysis of the Draft Declaration with the representatives of the indigenous peoples and civil society organizations at a special meeting of the Working Group, which was held February 24-28, 2003, in Washington D.C.  That meeting gathered around 150 representatives of indigenous peoples, whose participation was financed with resources from the Governments of Brazil, Canada, United States, Finland, and Nicaragua.  The IACHR, through its Executive Secretariat, continued to advise the Working Group at that meeting.  That meeting was also attended by representatives of the OAS member states.  Since October 2001, the Office of the Rapporteur has stepped up the IACHR’s work with vulnerable ethnic communities, and especially indigenous peoples and persons of African descent, who have been affected by past conflicts in Central America, in support of the action of the Executive Secretariat.  More specifically, significant progress has been made in processing petitions and cases presented to the IACHR on behalf of indigenous peoples and their members.

The mechanism of friendly settlement is an important tool that the Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples has promoted in petitions and cases processed by the IACHR involving the rights of indigenous peoples or other vulnerable ethnic communities.  At the present time, nine of the cases related to the rights of indigenous peoples or other vulnerable ethnic communities, which are being processed by the IACHR, are in friendly settlement proceedings.

Moreover, on March 3, 2003, the President of the IACHR made a presentation on the inter-American human rights system at the advanced course on the rights of indigenous peoples organized by the Law School of American University.

17. Cultural diversity

First Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities in the area of Culture

The 34 OAS countries held the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Culture in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia on July 12 and 13, 2002.  The meeting adopted the Declaration and Plan of Action of Cartagena de Indias, which considers this sector as a driving force for development.  The main themes of the meeting revolved around the relationship between culture and development and the challenges of cultural diversity.  In this context, culture authorities proposed goals for a greater number of persons in this Hemisphere to have opportunities to develop their creativity under conditions of equity, freedom, and dignity, and with access to cultural goods and services in a climate of diversity.  At that meeting, the culture ministers of the Americas signed the Declaration of Cartagena de Indias which established the Inter-American Committee on Culture.  The plan of action also includes provision for a feasibility study to create an inter-American observatory of cultural policies.

The IACD undertook the following projects:

· Restoration and renovation of the Church “San Antonio del Monte” in El Salvador (US$77,315)

· Conservation and digitalization of the documentary heritage in Honduras (US$59,903)

· Development of National Archives in Dominica – Phase II (US$38,030)

· Reinforcement of the National Library of Paraguay (US$25,300)

· Unified System of Registration Workshop for inventory and catalogue of the cultural heritage of Central America and the Caribbean (US$21,650)
· Mechanisms of promotion and support to the Intercultural Bilingual Education (BEI) (US$80,000)
18. Children and youth

Meeting of Government Experts on the International Abduction of Minors by One of their Parents

The Inter-American Children’s Institute (IACI) organized a Meeting of Government Experts on the International Abduction of Minors by One of their Parents, held on August 12 and 13, 2002 in Montevideo, Uruguay.  The experts met to examine international practice in applying legal and regulatory instruments pertaining to international abduction of minors by one of their parents, and to analyze carefully the current status of the problem in the Americas.

The IACI is responsible for promoting the generation of public policies on children, coordination of the relationship between government and civil society, and development of a critical awareness of the problems affecting children in the Americas.  With regard to the Prototype of Focalized Public Policies on Children applied in Article 23 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, a workshop of experts was carried out to learn of progress made by the IACI in this field and of the situation in the subregion comprising MERCOSUR plus Bolivia and Chile.  At the “Subregional Workshop on Public Policies for Education and Social Inclusion of Children with Different Abilities,” held in Montevideo, Uruguay in November 2002, 80 professionals and specialists from the subregion participated and issued a final declaration promoting these prototypes.

In addition, the following series of events and seminars on youth and children were organized:

· Child labor:  "Second Workshop on Planning a Focalized Public Policy on Child Labor, Sexual Exploitation, and Street Children in Panama" (Panama, October 16-18, 2002)

· Sexual exploitation:  "I Colloquium on Sexual Exploitation and Abuse in Childhood and Adolescence" (Montevideo, Uruguay, November 18, 2002) and "Conference on Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents in the Americas" (Montevideo, Uruguay, November 19, 2002)

· Children with Different Abilities:  “Subregional workshop on public policies of educational and social inclusion of children with different abilities” (Montevideo, Uruguay, November 21-22, 2002)

· Drug addiction:  “Distance Study Seminar:  the Evolution of the Concept of Health and the Risk Approach” (Cochabamba, Bolivia, September - October 2002); "Seminar on Treatment and Rehabilitation of Drug Addicts" (Cochabamba, Bolivia, October 24-28, 2002); "Distance Study Seminar:  The Evolution of the Concept of Health and the Risk Approach" (Salto, Uruguay, October - November 2002); "Seminar on Drug Abuse Prevention Policies" (Santiago, Chile, December 9-13, 2002).

The IACD undertook the following projects:

· Caribbean-Wide Project on Drug Abuse Prevention in Children (US$120,000)
· Youth at Risk – Young people can take a lead (Guyana) (US$7,450)
· Commonwealth Youth Data Base Initiative (US$130,400)
Connectivity
Third Regular Assembly of CITEL 

The Third Regular Assembly of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) took place at OAS headquarters in Washington, D.C. August 12-16, 2002.  Among the subjects discussed were preparations for the ITU Conference of Plenipotentiaries and the World Summit on the Information Society, as well as the establishment of permanent advisory committees of CITEL.  As regards the connectivity agenda, which is based on a Quebec Summit mandate, the countries decided to circulate the document together with the Quito Plan of Action, for further consideration.  The two documents form the basis of the response by countries to the mandate on connectivity pursuant to the Quebec Summit Plan of Action.  The Assembly was preceded by a forum of high officials in telecommunications who spent a day and a half discussing the critical matters that will be taken up by the telecommunications community of the Americas, including the Connectivity Agenda of the Americas, the Quito Plan of Action, and the World Summit on the Information Society.

On November 7, 2002, a Proposed Connectivity Agenda for the Americas and the Quito Plan of Action (ACAPAQ) were distributed to the national coordinators at the 27th meeting of the SIRG, which was held in Washington, D.C.  ACAPAQ was developed in the context of the Declaration on Connectivity of the Americas of the Quebec Summit of the Americas, in response to the mandate contained in the Plan of Action, in which governments gave instructions to telecommunications authorities to work within regional organizations and agencies to develop and implement a program to support the hemispheric connectivity agenda. 

CITEL, realizing that ACAPAQ needed to further its implementation, approved a resolution in December 2002 at its regular meeting in Buenos Aires, Argentina.  Pursuant to that document, the OAS Summits Process Secretariat was instructed to take the necessary action. 

The Summits Process Secretariat, in coordination with the CITEL Secretariat, formed an ad hoc inter-agency group on connectivity.  The group is made up of multilateral institutions that work in the area of connectivity, including the OAS, IDB, World Bank, PAHO, ECLAC, IICA, and the Institute for Connectivity of the Americas (ICA).  The group has been meeting informally since January 2003 to begin the process of sharing information on activities in the area of connectivity.  The objective of the group is threefold:  to identify and classify connectivity projects being implemented in the Americas; to identify gaps and shortcomings in the activity; and to develop projects and a wide-scale program to commit regional and subregional agencies and organizations to comply with the Summit mandate. 

Summits follow-up

Secretariat of the Summits Process

The OAS Secretary General signed Executive Order No. 02-03 on May 31, 2002, increasing the responsibilities of the Summits Follow-Up Office and changing its name to Secretariat of the Summits Process.  In this regard, the Secretariat becomes the secretariat for the summits process in support of the Summits Implementation and Review Group (SIRG) and its Executive Committee, which will continue to coordinate implementation of Summit mandates in the OAS.  It will continue to support ministerial and sectoral meetings based on summit mandates, the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Participation of Civil Society in OAS Activities, and preparations for the next Summit of the Americas.  At the same time, it will pursue efforts to coordinate participation of civil society in the Summits process and the OAS. 

Moreover, the Summits Secretariat is also the entity responsible for coordinating the joint working group for the summits.  This group is made up of the OAS, IDB, PAHO, and ECLAC, with the participation of the World Bank, IICA, CAF, BCIE, and CDB.  The most important activity of this group was the first meeting of the heads of all these institutions, with a view to evaluating the coordination of work to implement the Quebec Summit mandates.  The meeting concluded with a decision to prepare a proposal on the areas in which the group could work jointly.  The Group also published the official documents of the Summits of the Americas Process, from Miami to Quebec.  This publication was presented during the OAS General Assembly in June 2002, when the group held a meeting and presented a joint hemispheric report.
SIRG

The Summits of the Americas Secretariat provided technical and logistical support for the 27th meeting of the Summits Review and Implementation Group (SIRG), which was held on November 7, 2002.  The Secretariat prepared and distributed to delegations a CD-ROM containing the multilateral implementation table (IMM), in addition to the 18 national implementation tables presented to date.  The Secretariat also prepared and presented the report of the joint working group, which included information on multilateral organizations that support countries in implementing summit mandates.

The Secretariat offered technical and logistical support for the first meeting of the working group of the Executive Council, which took place on January 30, 2003.  The Chair asked the Secretariat to prepare a proposal outlining various options for new mechanisms for implementation and monitoring of the reports on Summit achievements and a communication strategy for the Summits process.  This proposal served as a basis for the discussions of the working group. 

On March 28, 2003, the Secretariat supported a meeting of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Participation of Civil Society in OAS Activities, organized to consult with civil society.  The purpose of the meeting was to have a dialogue with civil society on its role in the work of the OAS and in implementing Summit mandates.  The themes for discussion included hemispheric security, good governance, and education.

The Secretariat administers and updates the Internet page on the “Summits of the Americas Information Network,” including the section restricted to SIRG members.  In addition, the Secretariat manages the Specific Fund of the SIRG.
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Operative paragraph 8 of resolution AG/RES. 1901 (XXXII-O/02) “Declaration of La Paz on Decentralization and on Strengthening Regional and Municipal Administrations and Participation of Civil Society” requested the Secretary General to present a report on the implementation of that resolution, and thereby pointed to five specific issues:

1. Operative paragraph 4 urges the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD) to continue its efforts so as to make progress in implementing the key areas and actions indicated by the ministers and high-level authorities.

The UPD has continued supporting the goals set forth in the Declaration of La Paz through activities carried out under its Decentralization Program at the request of the member states.  These areas are mentioned in the UPD’s Annual Work Plans, approved by the Permanent Council in documents CP/doc.3564/02 and CP/doc.3662/02 rev. 1 (Work Plans for 2002 and 2003 respectively).

Consultancy and technical cooperation services were provided in Central America under the Technical Cooperation Agreement signed with the Inter-American Development Bank on April 15 for a project called “Support for the Strengthening of Political Decentralization Processes in Central America.”  The activities include a series of technical studies and a subregional workshop held in the Dominican Republic on December 9-10, 2002, all geared to producing a series of recommendations to governments on the subject of decentralization.
In MERCOSUR, four coordinated national studies and one comparative study on decentralization and local autonomy were prepared at the request of the Meeting of Municipalities of Mercosur (Reunión de Municipios e Intendencias del MERCOSUR – REMI).  REMI is examining these studies, which are expected to provide basic material for ongoing exchanges and analysis and for development of a program to promote horizontal cooperation and the design of a training program for the various sectors involved in decentralization in that region.

The UPD has continued supporting and working with fora and seminars to examine challenges that are common to the region, seeking cooperation and consensus on strategic guidelines for a joint response to those challenges.  The UPD also worked in the eastern Caribbean with the Government of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines and the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) to organize a forum on local governance in small states and to define parameters for decentralization, local government, and citizen participation under the special circumstances of small territories with limited resources.

At the same time, to facilitate dissemination of information the hypertext page of the Program was redesigned and three publications were completed: “Building Democracy from the Grassroots” with the Inter-American Foundation; “Capacitación y Asistencia Técnica Municipal” [Municipal Training and Technical Assistance] with the Federation of Municipalities of the Central American Isthmus (FEMICA); and “Decentralization and Citizen Participation in the Andean Region,” with the Ecuadorian office of FLACSO.

2. Operative paragraph 5 reiterates the request by the ministers and high-level authorities to the Inter-American Development Bank, the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean, the World Bank, the Andean Development Corporation, and other entities for special support in developing and implementing the decisions they took, and requests the Secretary General of the Organization to transmit this resolution to those agencies.


Contact was made with the institutions mentioned in the resolution and working meetings were held with the Inter-American Development Bank, the World Bank, and the Economic Commission for Latin America regarding these institutions’ collaboration in attaining the RIAD (decentralization network) goals.

3. In operative paragraph 6, the General Assembly expresses appreciation to the Government of Mexico for its offer to host the Second Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities, to take place in the second semester of 2003, and requests the General Secretariat to provide support to that meeting.

4. In operative paragraph 5, the General Assembly also instructs the Permanent Council to convene the aforementioned meeting.


In its capacity as the Technical Secretariat of the Inter-American High-level Network on Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation (RIAD), the UPD supported the preparation, convening, and follow-up of a working meeting of the RIAD called by the Government of Mexico on September 10-11, 2002.  At the meeting, which was attended by multilateral agencies, academic institutions, and delegations from Brazil, Canada, the Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, the United States, and Venezuela, the RIAD analyzed strategies and methodologies for supporting and strengthening decentralization.  At the same time, consultations were held on plans for the Second Meeting of Ministers and High-level Authorities Responsible for Decentralization Policies.  Circulars have been distributed listing the principal conclusions of the meeting and a rapporteur’s report on all the meetings is being prepared.  The consultations provided the basis for the proposed agenda for the second ministerial meeting.
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�.	Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities, CP/RES. 840 (1361/03).


�.	Work Plan of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, CP/CISC-1/02 rev. 2.
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�.	Appendix IV, Report of the Secretary General on the implementation of resolution AG/RES. 1901 (XXXII-O/02), “Declaration of La Paz on decentralization and on Strengthening Regional and Municipal Administrations and Participation of Civil Society,” CP/CISC-52/03 rev. 1.


�.	Draft resolution “Convening of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities responsible for Policies on Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation at the Municipal Level in the Hemisphere, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1901 (XXXII-O/02),” CP/CISC-50/03 rev. 1.


�.	See Appendix III, Report of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities in compliance with Resolution AG/RES. 1847 (XXXII-O/02), “Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process” (CP/CISC-56/03).


�.	The document on negotiating methods and modalities can be found at: http://www.ftaa-alca.org/tn20r1s.doc


�.	The guidelines or directives for treatment of the differences in levels of development and size of economies can be found at:  http://www.ftaa-alca.org/dtn18s.doc





