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· OFFICERS

The Permanent Representative of Guatemala to the OAS, Ambassador Arturo Duarte, was elected Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) on July 31, 2002.

On August 29, 2002, the Committee elected Minister Antonio García Revilla, the Alternate Representative of Peru to the OAS, as Vice Chair.

On February 26, 2003, Ambassador Arturo Duarte tendered his resignation as Chair of the Committee.  In accordance with the provisions of Article 32.2 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, his place was taken by the Vice Chair.  On March 6, 2003, in accordance with Article 32.3 of the Council’s Rules of Procedure, the Committee elected Ms. Lorena Aparicio, Alternate Representative and Legal Counselor at the Permanent Mission of Panama to the OAS, as Vice Chair.
· ASSIGNMENT OF TOPICS FOR CONSIDERATION BY
THE COMMITTEE - WORK PLAN
On July 31, 2002, in document CP/doc.3629/03 rev. 2, the Permanent Council assigned 22 topics for consideration by the Committee.
Documents CP/CAJP-1964/02 rev. 1, “Distribution of Mandates and Activities of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs,” and CP/CAJP-1966/02 rev. 2, “Work Plan of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs,” were approved by the Committee on August 29, 2002.
/
The CAJP held 22 formal meetings and 35 informal meetings between August 29, 2002, and May 29, 2003. 
· CONSIDERATION OF THE TOPICS ASSIGNED FOR CONSIDERATION
BY THE COMMITTEE
I.
GRANTING OF THE STATUS OF PERMANENT OBSERVER TO THE OAS
a.
On August 2, 2002, the Government of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia requested that it be granted the status of Permanent Observer to the Organization in document (CP/doc.3642/02).
On September 18, 2002, the Committee approved draft resolution CP/CAJP-1969/02, which was submitted to the Permanent Council together with the corresponding report (CP/CAJP-1973/02).
b.
On August 21, 2002, the Government of Qatar requested that it be granted the status of Permanent Observer to the Organization (CP/doc.3644/02).
On October 10, 2002, the Committee approved draft resolution CP/CAJP-1976/02, which was submitted to the Permanent Council together with the corresponding report (CP/CAJP-1983/02).
II.
AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL
At its meeting on October 24, 2002, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs decided that the topic dealing with amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council should first be addressed through informal consultations.  The then Vice Chair of the Committee was placed in charge of these consultations.  Eight informal consultation meetings were held on October 29, November 5, 12, 19, and 26, on December 4, 2002, and on January 14 and 21, 2003.  Participating in those meetings were the delegations of Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, the United States, and Venezuela.
In accordance with the agreed working methodology, the Committee first considered those texts that had been endorsed by the Permanent Council.  The basic task was therefore to decide where those texts would be placed among the articles of the Rules of Procedure.  In some instances, however, it was also considered advisable to recommend changes in the wording.  Once this stage was completed, the Committee took up other proposed amendments presented by various delegations which had not been considered by the Council or the CAJP.  The proposed amendments were forwarded to the Secretariat of the Permanent Council.
In order to facilitate the final stages of this task, the Vice Chair submitted for the consideration of the Committee a report entitled “Informal Consultations of the Vice Chair on the Amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council” (CP/CAJP-2012/03).  That report contained recommendations on the amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council agreed upon during the informal consultations held between October 2002 and January 2003.  The report was approved in the CAJP on February 13, 2003 with a recommendation to the Permanent Council that it approve the proposed amendments.

On February 26, the Permanent Council considered that report and decided to request clarification from the CAJP with respect to certain matters.  Accordingly, at an informal meeting on May 29, 2003, the Committee had the opportunity to consider the observations presented on this topic to the Permanent Council on February 26.  The meeting gave rise to a number of additional recommendations concerning amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council.  These will be presented to the Council in a CAJP report after the thirty-third regular session of the OAS General Assembly. 
III. ProcesS OF INFORMAL CONSULTATIONS FOR THE PREPARATION OF DRAFT RESOLUTIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Between early February and mid-May this year, 25 draft resolutions
/ were considered in the informal consultations.  During those consultations, delegations openly expressed their concerns with regard to substantive aspects and the format of the resolutions emanating from the CAJP.  Most of these concerns had to do with human rights.
The dates on which the draft resolutions were approved and details of the work accomplished by the Committee with respect to each topic will be described in Section IV of this report.
IV. TOPICS REFERRED TO THE COMMITTEE FOR STUDY
1.
Observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee
The annual report of the CJI (CP/doc.3686/03) was presented to the Committee on March 6.  The report of the CAJP and the corresponding draft resolution were approved on April 10 (CP/CAJP-2048/03 rev. 1) and will be submitted to the Permanent Council for the purposes set forth in Article 91 f of the Charter.
2.
Observations and recommendations on the Annual Report and special reports of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 
Pursuant to the mandate contained in operative paragraph 9 of resolution AG/RES. 1894 (XXXII-O/02), “Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights”, at its meeting on October 10, 2002, the CAJP invited the Special Rapporteur of the IACHR, Mr. Eduardo Bertoni, to present a preliminary report on the current status of the subject of freedom of thought and expression in the Americas.  The complete text of the presentation of the Special Rapporteur has been published in document CP/CAJP-1972/02.
The annual report of the IACHR (CP/doc.3709/03) was presented to the Committee by the President of the IACHR, Dr. Martha Altolaguirre, on April 2, 2003.  In her presentation, she summarized the activities carried out by the IACHR in 2002 and described in some detail how the Commission took into account the observations and recommendations of member states on the previous year’s report (made at the meeting of the CAJP on April 30, 2002).  The report of the Chair of the CAJP, as well as the Committee’s observations and recommendations on the annual report of the IACHR, have been published in document CP/CAJP-2061/03.  The draft resolution on this topic, CP/CAJP-2053/03 rev. 5, was approved by the CAJP on May 9, 2003.
3.
Observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights
On October 17, 2002, the President of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, Dr. Antonio Cançado Trindade addressed the Committee to call attention to the proposals presented during the meeting of the Permanent Council held on October 16.  His presentation was distributed as document CP/doc.3654/02.  In his intervention, he placed emphasis on proposals, such as establishment of a free legal aid mechanism for needy petitioners to afford them access to inter-American justice.
The President of the Court also addressed the issue of regulatory reform which now enabled “presumed victims, or their legal representatives, to attend and participate in all stages of proceedings before the tribunal”, which in turn led to the corresponding rights and obligations of to such persons.  Thus, he discussed jointly the topic of resolution AG/RES. 1895 (XXXII-O/02) “Study on the Access of Persons to the Inter-American Court of Human Rights” and the regulatory study deriving from the mandate contained in operative paragraph 2.c of resolution AG/RES. 1890 (XXXII-O/02) “Evaluation of the Workings of the Inter-American System for the Protection and Promotion of Human Rights with a view to Its Improvement and Strengthening.”
The annual report of the Court (CP/doc.3716/03) was presented to the Committee on April 24, 2003.  The report, along with the observations and comments of the Committee, has been published in document CP/CAJP-2073/03.  The corresponding draft resolution CP/CAJP-2031/03 rev. 6 was approved by the Committee on May 6, 2003.
/

4.
Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
In addition to its regular meetings, the Working Group met on November 7 and 8, exclusively to consider the topics contained in section V of the Draft Declaration prepared by the IACHR in 1997, as well as the proposals by member states and representatives of indigenous peoples that were presented at meetings in 1999 and 2001.  The rapporteur’s report on the meeting is provided in document GT/DADIN-doc.113/03 rev. 1.
The special meeting of the Working Group was held from February 24 to 27, 2003. The rapporteur’s report on the special meeting is provided in document GT/DADIN-doc.138/03.
A report on the results of the efforts of this Working Group, chaired by Ambassador Eduardo Ferrero Costa, Permanent Representative of Peru to the OAS, was published in document GT/DADIN-doc.136/03 rev. 2.  The draft resolution on this subject, GT/DADIN/doc.134/03 rev. 4, was approved by the Committee on May 6, 2003.
5.
Human rights defenders in the Americas:  Support for the work carried out by individuals, groups, and civil society organizations to promote human rights in the Americas
On September 18, the Committee called upon member status that had not yet done so to respond to the questionnaire contained in document CP/CAJP-1853/01 rev. 1.
Special mention should also be made of the presentations by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (CIDH) (CP/CAJP-1977/02) and by the International Coalition of Governmental Organizations (CP/CAJP-1984/02) at the Committee meetings held on October 17 and 24, 2002.
The corresponding draft resolution was approved by the Committee on May 9, 2003 (CP/CAJP-2057/03 rev. 3).
6.
Inter-American Program for the Development of Private International Law
During the informal consultations process referred to in Section III of this report, Dr. Jean Michel Arrighi, Director of the Department of International Law, presented informal preliminary reports and responded to queries by the delegations regarding this program.
The draft resolution on this topic was approved by the Committee on April 2, 2003.  The corresponding report on the activities accomplished by the Secretariat for Legal Affairs was presented to the Committee on April 24, 2003 (CP/CAJP-2027/03 rev. 4).
7.
Inter-American Specialized Conferences on Private International Law (CIDIP)
Here, too, during the informal consultations process referred to in Section III of this report, Dr. Jean Michel Arrighi, Director of the Department of International Law, presented informal preliminary reports and responded to queries by the delegations regarding the CIDIP process.
At its meeting on April 10, the Committee decided to submit the following draft resolutions to the Permanent Council for consideration: 
a.
“Follow-up Activities on the Model Inter-American Law on Secured Transactions and the Uniform Through Bills of Lading for the International Carriage of Goods by Road” (CP/CAJP-2036/03 rev. 3);
b.
“Preparations for the Seventh Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CP/CAJP-2035/03 rev. 3).
The report of the Department of International Law on this topic (CP/CAJP-2056/03) was presented to the Committee on April 24, 2003.
8.
Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys Generals of the Americas
The Technical Secretariat for Legal Cooperation Mechanisms presented a preliminary report on the status of this topic (CP/CAJP-2000/02) at the meeting of the CAJP on November 21, 2002.  The delegations had an opportunity to comment on it at the Committee meeting of January 23, 2003.
Prior to adoption of resolution CP/RES. 839 (1359/03), the topic was also considered in the Committee on March 6, 2003.  The report of the Chair on this subject has been published in document CP/CAJP-2030/03.  Through that resolution, the Permanent Council convened the initial meetings of the Group of Government Experts on Cybercrime and of authorities responsible for penitentiary and prison policies.  Those meetings will be held on June 23 and 24 and on October 16 and 17, respectively.
The draft resolution on this topic was approved by the CAJP at its meeting on May 6, 2003 (CP/CAJP-2050/03 rev. 3).
9.
Implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality
a.
On November 21, Mrs. Carmen Lomellín, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission of Women, presented a preliminary report on the topic to the CAJP (CP/CAJP-1992/02 corr. 1).
Several delegations presented the draft resolution
/ entitled “Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality,” which was approved by the Committee on May 6, 2003 (CP/CAJP-2055/03 rev. 3).
The Secretary General’s report on this subject was considered by the CAJP on May 15, 2003 (CP/doc.3740/03).
b.
On April 23, the Permanent Council referred to this Committee the draft resolution attached to the Third Biennial Report of the Inter-American Commission of Women on the topic “Promotion of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará” (CP/doc.3718/03).  In fulfillment of that mandate, the Committee considered the text and approved the draft resolution on May 15, 2003 (CP/CAJP-2064/03 rev. 1).
10.
Follow-up to the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and Its Program for Cooperation
The Technical Secretariat for Legal Cooperation Mechanisms presented a preliminary report on the status of this topic at the meeting of the CAJP on November 21, 2002 (CP/CAJP-2000/02).  The delegations had an opportunity to comment on it at the Committee meeting of January 23, 2003.
The Committee approved the draft resolution on this topic on May 6, 2003 (CP/CAJP-2029/03 rev. 6).
11.
Strengthening of the Human Rights Systems pursuant to the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas
On December 12, 2003, Dr. Juan Méndez, President of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), gave a presentation on the subject in the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CP/CAJP-1978/002).
The draft resolution (CP/CAJP-2045/03 rev. 3) was approved by the CAJP on May 9, 2003.
12.
The protection of refugees, returnees, and stateless and internally displaced persons in the Americas
On February 20, 2003, Dr. Juan Carlos Murillo of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees presented a report to the Committee on the current situation pertaining to refugees, asylum seekers, internally displaced, stateless persons and other persons of concern to the UNHCR in the Americas (CP/CAJP-2021/03).
The Secretary General presented his report on the subject to the CAJP on May 6, 2003 (CP/doc.3728/03).
/  The draft resolution on this topic was approved by the Committee on May 20, 2003 (CP/CAJP-2078/03).
/
13.
Study on the access of persons to the Inter-American Court of Human Rights
Presentations were made before the Committee by the IACHR (CP/CAJP-1980/03), the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the Coalition of Nongovernmental Organizations (CP/CAJP-1985/03) on October 17 and 24, 2002.
The CAJP decided that this topic should be part of the draft resolutions on the Observations and Recommendations of Member States on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (CP/CAJP-2031/03 rev. 6) referred to above.
14.
Human Rights and the Environment in the Americas
On November 21, 2002, presentations were made before the Committee by the IACHR (CP/CAJP-1996/03); the Unit for Sustainable Development and Environment CP/CAJP-1998/03) and the Center for Human Rights and Environment (CEDHA) (CP/CAJP-1999/03).
The report of the Secretary General on this subject was considered by the Committee on May 15, 2003 (CP/CAJP-2042/03).
/
The corresponding draft resolution
/ was approved by the Committee on May 6, 2003 (CP/CAJP-2032/03 rev. 6).
15.
Study of the Rights and the Care of Persons under Any Form of Detention or Imprisonment
Dr. Juan Méndez, President of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), gave a presentation before the CAJP on this topic on December 12, 2002 (CP/CAJP-2007/02).  The corresponding draft resolution
/ was approved by the Committee on May 9, 2003 (CP/CAJP-2054/03 rev. 3).
16.
Human rights of all migrant workers and their families
At meetings of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on December 12, 2002 and February 13, 2003, Dr. Juan Méndez, President of the IACHR, gave presentations on the current status of the topic, particularly with respect to the Inter-American Program referred to in the resolution.
The IACHR referred the text of that draft to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs for consideration on February 17, 2003 (CP/CAJP-2038/03).
The draft resolution
/ on this topic was approved by the CAJP on May 9, 2003 (CP/CAJP-2065/03 rev. 3).
/
17.
Promotion of the Internation al Criminal Court
This topic was part of the agenda for the special meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on March 20, 2003.  The report of the Chair on this topic has been published in document DIH/doc.23/03.
The corresponding draft resolution
/ (accompanied by a statement by the delegation of the United States clarifying its position), was approved by the Committee on May 9, 2003 (CP/CAJP-2041/03 rev. 6)
18.
Promotion of and Respect for International Humanitarian Law
The Technical Secretariat for Legal Cooperation Mechanisms presented a preliminary report on the status of this topic at the meeting of the CAJP on November 21, 2002 (CP/CAJP-2000/02).  The delegations had an opportunity to comment on it at the Committee meetings of January 23, 2003, February 13, and February 20, 2003.
This was the main topic of the special meeting of the Committee held on March 20, 2003, referred to in the previous section.  The report of the Chair on this topic has been published in document DIH/doc.23/03.
The report of the Secretary General on this topic was considered by the Committee on May 15, 2003 (CP/doc.3741/03).
The corresponding draft resolution
/ (accompanied by a statement by the delegation of the United States clarifying its position), was approved by the Committee on May 20, 2003 (CP/CAJP-2078/03)
/
19.
Prevention of Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance and Consideration of Preparation of a Draft Inter-American Convention 
The Committee published the studies that had been referred to it by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (CP/CAJP-2033/03) and by note from the Permanent Mission of Brazil which presented the study prepared by the “Human Rights Law Group” (CP/CAJP-2020/03).
The corresponding draft resolution
/ (which includes a statement by the delegation of Canada, appended to this report) was approved by the CAJP on May 6, 2003 (CP/CAJP-2025/03 rev. 5).
/
20.
Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms in the Fight against Terrorism
The Committee held two meetings to consider this topic.  One of the meetings was held jointly with the Committee on Hemispheric Security on December 12, 2002 at which time the Committee received the report from the IACHR entitled “Terrorism and Human Rights.”
The second meeting was held on February 13, 2003.  At that meeting, the President of the IACHR heard the observations and recommendations of member states regarding that report.
The corresponding draft resolution
/ was approved by the Committee on May 15, 2003 (CP/CAJP-2046/03 rev. 4).
21. 21.
Access to Public Information:  Strengthening of Democracy
The draft resolution
/ on this topic was approved by the CAJP on May 9, 2003 (CP/CAJP-2040/03 rev. 5).
22. 22.
Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Children in the Americas
23. The draft resolution
/ on this topic was approved by the CAJP on May 6, 2003 (CP/CAJP-2044/03 rev. 4).
/
24. 23.
Support for the Restructuring of the Inter-American Indian Institute
The draft resolution
/ on this topic was approved by the Committee on May 15, 2003 (CP/CAJP-2060/03 rev. 4).
Antonio García Revilla
Minister, Alternate Representative of Peru to the OAS
Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs
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�.	The reference in both cases is to the revised versions.


�.	This document indicates which member states sponsored draft resolutions but does not do so in the case of draft resolutions presented by the Committee Chair.


�.	The delegation of Trinidad and Tobago asked that its reservation regarding the contents of operative paragraph 7 of this resolution be placed on record.


�.	Presented by the Permanent Missions of Argentina, Chile, Colombia, the Dominican Republic, Honduras, Mexico, Panama, Peru, the United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.


�.	The delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to the OAS, in connection with the “Report of the Secretary General on ‘The Protection of Refugees, Returnees, and Internally Displaced Persons in the Americas” pursuant to Resolution AG/RES. 1892 (XXXII-O/02)” (CP/doc.3728/03), has affirmed the importance and necessity of reiterating that, in the mandate contained in operative paragraph 7 of that resolution, it is the member states who are called upon to report to the Secretary General on the matter, and therefore it should not be subject to interpretation.


�.	When this draft resolution was approved, several delegations present asked the Secretariat to place on record their interest in including in the draft resolutions for the thirty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly clauses inviting member states to “consider the possibility of lifting the reservations made at the time of ratification or accession” to some international instruments, when considering draft resolutions for the thirty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly. 


�.	The United States delegation is concerned that this report is unclear as to the scope of the mandate. The title “Human Rights and the Environment in the Americas” is certainly very broad–broad enough to encompass both the concepts of environmental degradation and sustainable development.


	However, the operative paragraphs cited from AG/RES. 1819 (XXXI-O/01) make clear that the focus was meant to be on the “interrelationship between environmental protection and the effective enjoyment of human rights”.  AG/RES. 1896 (XXXII-O/02), in resolving “to remain seized of the issue,” was clearly intended to continue that mandate.


The delegation noted that almost all of the cases cited in this report and all of the UN activity described concerns sustainable development rather than environmental protection.  Only the example from the African Commission on Human Rights involving Shell Petroleum’s activities in Nigeria involves environmental degradation and health problems. 


Finally, the delegation noted for the record that the content of this report from the Secretary General tends to support the position of my delegation that there is no clear link between human rights and the environment. 


�.	Presented by the Permanent Mission of Antigua and Barbuda.


�.	Presented by the Permanent Mission of Costa Rica.


�.	Presented by the Permanent Mission of Mexico.


�.	Statement by the delegation of Canada:


	The resolution on the Human Rights of All Migrant Workers and their Families we have adopted today contains a paragraph that instructs the Permanent Council to initiate the negotiations on an inter-American program for the promotion and protection of the human rights of migrants including migrant workers and their families within the framework of the OAS. 


	The elaboration of this programme was decided by our Heads of States at the Quebec City Summit.  We are pleased to note progress on this summit mandate.  We want to thank the delegation of Mexico for presenting this resolution as well as the other delegations who participated in its negotiation.


	We are ready to discuss the methodology of the negotiations, to ensure that the process will result in a document that will enable the OAS to ensure that migrant rights are better protected and integrated into its work and takes into account the work being done at the United Nations.  In addition, this will be complemented by the work of the UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Migrants and the IACHR Special Rapporteur. 


	In previous resolutions on the same issue, the General assembly had requested the assistance of the inter-American commission on human rights in the preparation of the programme.  We want to thank Commission for answering this request and note the document they have prepared to this effect, although the decision on whether to use that text as a basis for negotiations has not been taken yet.


	Canada is a country that has been built on immigration and continues to depend on it for its growth.  Migrant workers make a great contribution to our economy and society.  Every year more than 90,000 foreign workers enter Canada through programmes offering temporary work.  We look forward to making our contribution to the elaboration of the inter-American program for the promotion and protection of the human rights of migrants including migrant workers and their families within the framework of the OAS.


�.	Presented by the Permanent Mission of Mexico.


�.	Presented by the Permanent Mission of Mexico.


�.	The delegation of Colombia clarified that, although  placed on record its concern over the deletion of the segment that read  “and further to urge them to adhere to the basic standards of humane treatment,” at the end of operative paragraph 1 of the draft resolution contained in document CP/CAJP-2062/03 rev. 2, had been deleted in the interest of consensus, the issue of respect for the basic standards of humane treatment had evolved in the past decade, especially within the United Nations, as reflected in the reports of the UN Commission on Human Rights, and therefore should not be ignored at the OAS.


�.	Presented by the Permanent Missions of Brazil, Colombia, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Uruguay, and Venezuela.


�.	Canada’s explanation of its position on a draft resolution on Prevention of Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance and Consideration of the Preparation of a Draft Inter-American Convention (May 6, 2003):


	Canada’s population is diverse and complex.  It brings together indigenous peoples, people of British and French ancestry and people who find their origins in all corners of the world and unites them in common citizenship and values.  These values of respect, mutual accommodation and value of difference, are essential in maintaining peace and prosperity in a society such as Canada.  Canada therefore views the elimination of racial discrimination and related intolerance as a national priority.  We are ever vigilant in our national efforts to eradicate racism and discrimination in all its forms.


	We are also committed to working with partners in the international community to share best practices and assist in achieving the elimination of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance.  Canada views the elimination of racism and discrimination in all its forms as a central objective in the international human rights agenda, but also one where national, and even local and municipal, strategies to achieve it are often the most effective.  A strong and broad international framework and commitment is undoubtedly important, but real advances are fostered by policies, programs and activities implemented at the national and local level. 


	The draft resolution on the Prevention of Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance and Consideration of the Preparation of a Draft Inter-American Convention addresses an issue of great importance for the region, as, despite all our efforts, racism and discrimination are still a cause of suffering in our Hemisphere.  We however have reservations on the way it proposes that the Organization of American State should approach the issue. 


	The World Conference Against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance that took place in Durban in 2002 demonstrated the complexity, pervasiveness and seriousness of the problems of discrimination and intolerance.  It also taught us that multilateral discussions relative to these issues can be distressful, taxing and divisive.


	Despite major failings, the Durban Conference’s Program of Action does identify some useful strategies to combat racism - strategies that are now just beginning to be implemented.  It is too early to evaluate the impact of the Durban follow-up activities in the region, even more to be able to decide what complementary measures would be necessary.  In an endeavor as serious as the fight against racism, racial intolerance, xenophobia and related intolerance, our limited resources should not be scattered on a multiplication of mechanisms and time-consuming negotiations.


We also share the opinion of the Inter-American Juridical Committee that a general convention on racism, discrimination and intolerance would be repetitive, produce overlapping that could lead to serious and inevitable problems of interpretation and generate doubts and confusion as to which are the rights and obligations and member Sates.  Canada is wary of an initiative that could weaken the international standards in matters of racism and intolerance.


For these reasons, we want to put formally on record today that we are not convinced that negotiation of a new multilateral instrument on racism and all forms of related intolerance is necessarily the best way to achieve our goals.  Other mechanisms, strategies and initiatives of promotion, education and justice reform have to be seriously considered, as they could be more efficient tools to bring real advances in the fight against racism and intolerance in the Hemisphere.  Discussions on how best to fight racism in the Hemisphere and how can the OAS can usefully support this fight should therefore not be undertaken with the presumption that they will lead to the creation of a new multilateral instrument as the title and operative paragraph 5 of the draft resolution before us might be interpreted to say.


This said, because my delegation shares the view of the Committee that it is important to address the issue of racism, we join the consensus on the draft resolution before us and will work constructively with all delegations to ensure the best outcome.  We ask that this intervention appear in the records of this meeting.


�.	Presented by the Permanent Mission of Mexico.


�.	Presented by the Permanent Missions of Argentina, Brazil, Chile, and Peru.


�.	Presented by the Permanent Mission of Argentina, Peru, and Uruguay.


�.	Following its approval by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, this draft resolution was sent to the General Committee for consideration in connection with the review of the annual report of the Inter-American Children’s Institute.


�.	Presented by the Permanent Mission of Mexico.






