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At its meeting of February 26, 2003, the Permanent Council considered the amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council proposed by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CP/doc.3696/03 and CP/CAJP-2019/03). 

On that occasion, the delegations said they agreed with the aforementioned amendments, but would nevertheless prefer to postpone approval of them in order to: 
· make adjustments to the drafting of Articles 27 and 45;

· consider the advisability of relocating Article 21; and 

· study the possibility of including in the articles considerations in keeping with the gender perspective.

With these propositions in mind, the Chair of the CAJP convened informal consultations on May 29, 2003.  The outcome of those deliberations was as follows:
Article 27 (Duration of the terms of office of the members)
Bearing in mind that the one-year term should refer to the mandates assigned to the committees and not to their members, the following amendment is recommended:
/
a. The mandates of the permanent committees, their subcommittees and working groups shall be for one year or for any period determined by the Permanent Council.
b. The mandates of the special committees, their subcommittees and working groups, and the working groups of the Permanent Council shall expire when they have completed their work or when the Permanent Council so decides.
In addition, and in order to incorporate in the Rules of Procedure the mechanism for distribution of mandates, it is recommended that a new Article 30 be included, to read as follows: 

The Permanent Council shall distribute the mandates of each General Assembly among its different committees, subcommittees, and working groups within one month following the date of closure of the regular session of the General Assembly.
Article 21 (Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and
Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities)
/
Consideration was given to the possibility of relocating this article to Article 28, new paragraph c.


However, it was pointed out that the regulatory provision in Article 21 bore no relation to any of the procedures referred to in the subparagraphs of Article 28 (including, among others, the election of the chairs and vice chairs of the committees).  Consequently, it was decided to reiterate the recommendation that the text be kept in Article 21, in a way similar to that contemplated for the General Committee in Articles 15 and 16.

Article 45 (The right to speak)
After reviewing the background to the decision to limit the statements mentioned in Article 45 to ten minutes and given that said article provides for exceptions in which, under certain circumstances, an extension of that time limit is possible, the delegations agreed to recommend adoption of that article, without amendments.  In other words, Article 45 would read as follows: 

Statements by members of the Permanent Council and officials participating in its meetings shall, in each case, be limited to 10 minutes, unless the Council considers that a prudent prolongation of the time period is necessary.  The chair shall adopt the measures he or she considers advisable to comply with this provision.

The gender perspective

Regarding the possibility of incorporating the gender perspective in the text of the articles, it was decided to recommend to the Permanent Council–without prejudice to the adoption of the amendments proposed by the CAJP and to the adoption of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council–to convene a style committee at a later date with a view to incorporating any formal adjustments that may prove necessary.
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�.	Originally, in document CP/CAJP-2019/03, the CAJP had proposed: 





The terms of office of members of the permanent committees shall be one year.  The terms of office of members of their subcommittees and working groups shall expire when they have completed their work or when the Permanent Council so decides.


�.	The text proposed by the CAJP is:





The representative of the member state presiding over the Summit process shall serve as chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.  If the member state chairing the committee so requests, its term shall be renewed to ensure follow-up and fulfillment of the Committee’s coordination functions and of the mandates issued by the Permanent Council in the period concerned.  The vice chair shall be elected according to Articles 28 and 29 of these Rules of Procedure.





