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Argentina

Permanent Mission of the Argentine Republic

to the
Organization of American States

Washington, D.C., May 21, 2003

Dr. César Gaviria

Secretary General

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.

SG 187

Dear Dr. Gaviria:


I am pleased to enclose a copy of the annual report of the Argentine Republic on transparency measures, pursuant to Article 7 of the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production, and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on their Destruction, submitted to the Secretary General of the United Nations, as well as a copy of the corresponding “Interpretative Declaration.”


Very truly yours,


[signature]


Silvia Merega


Minister


Alternate Permanent Representative

Enclosures

CARLOS SAUL MENEM

PRESIDENT OF THE ARGENTINE NATION

WHEREAS:


By Law No. 25,112, the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on their Destruction was adopted in Oslo, Kingdom of Norway, on September 18, 1997;

THEREFORE:


I hereby ratify the above-mentioned Convention, on behalf and in representation of the Argentine Government, and


I make the following Interpretative Declaration:


The Republic of Argentina states that in its territory, on the Malvinas Islands, there are anti-personnel mines.  The General Secretariat of the United Nations was informed of this situation, when it was provided information pursuant to Resolutions AGNU 48/7, 49/215, 50/82, and 51/149 on “Assistance for the Removal of Mines.”


In view of the fact that this part of the Argentine territory is subject to the illegal occupation of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the Argentine Republic is impeded de facto from having access to the anti-personnel mines located on the Malvinas Islands, in compliance with its commitments under this Convention.

CONVENTION ON THE PROHIBITION OF THE USE, STOCKPILING, PRODUCTION AND TRANSFER OF ANTI-PERSONNEL MINES AND ON THEIR DESTRUCTION

Submission of information pursuant to Article 7

STATE PARTY:


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC

DATE OF SUBMISSION:

MAY 12, 2003

CONTACT POINT:
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Trade, and Worship 


Dirección de Seguridad Internacional, Asuntos Nucleares y Especiales (DIGAN)

[Department of International Security and Nuclear and Space Affairs]

Tel: (5411) 4819-7830

Fax: (5411) 4819-7828

Form A

National implementation measures

Article 7.1.  “Each State Party shall report to the Secretary-General … on:


a.
The national implementation measures referred to in Article 9.”

Note:  In accordance with Article 9, “Each State Party shall take all appropriate legal, administrative, and other measures, including the imposition of penal sanctions, to prevent and suppress any activity prohibited to a State Party under this Convention undertaken by persons or on territory under its jurisdiction or control.”

State:  The Argentine Republic is submitting information on the period from January 1 to December 31, 2002.

	Measures
	Supplementary information (e.g., effective date of implementation and text of legislation attached)



	At the present time, there is an interministerial study under way on a proposal to include in Argentine legislation penalties for the use, stockpiling, production, and transfer of anti-personnel mines.


	In July, 1999, the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on their Destruction was adopted and published in Official Gazette of July 21, 1999 (Law 25,112), and ratified on September 14, 1999.

The Argentine Republic formulated an interpretative declaration when it ratified this Convention, a copy of which is attached.



	Designation of liaison officers specializing in humanitarian mine-clearing in the following entities:

Ministry of Defense

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Trade and Worship

Joint Chiefs of Staff of the Armed Forces


	The activities of these liaison officers in 2002 were carried out in nine (9) monthly meetings, held to bring them up to date and to exchange information.


	Measures
	Supplementary information (e.g., effective date of implementation and text of legislation attached)

	Participation of twenty (20) officers from the 3 Armed Forces in the 3rd and 4th Seminar on Refresher Training in Humanitarian Mine-Clearing.


	Held in CAECOPAZ July 1 to 5, and November 4 to 8, 2002.

	Prohibition of the use of anti-personnel mines in the Armed Forces
	Technical Munitions Directive No. 01/00 was published in the Army’s Public Bulletin No. 4745/01



	Derogation of the Regulations on Explosive Traps and Mines
	A preliminary proposal for new Regulations on Mines is being prepared, to cover specific aspects of the Ottawa Convention



	Inclusion of the subject of humanitarian mine-clearing operations  in the Annual Course for Training Amphibian Engineers in the Argentine Marine Corps


	Course was held at the Puerto Belgrano Naval Base between February and November, 2002

	Participation of a Company of Engineers in UNIKOM (Iraq-Kuwait), performing mine-clearing operations, in support of United Nations troops and the people living in the Demilitarized Zone.


	The mine-clearing operations are carried out by the EOD Section.


Form B.
Stockpiled anti-personnel mines

Article 7.1.  
“Each State Party shall report to the Secretary General … on:

b.
The total of all stockpiled anti-personnel mines owned or possessed by it, or under its jurisdiction or control, to include a breakdown of the type, quantity, and, if possible, lot numbers of each type of anti-personnel mine stockpiled.”

State:  The Argentine Republic is submitting information on the period from January 1 to December 31, 2002.

	Force
	Type
	Quantity
	Lot # 

(if possible)
	Supplementary information

	Argentine Army
	Nonmetallic anti-personnel  FMK-1, mod. 1 mine
	5,241

240

2,231
	1978

1981

1983
	In comparison with the previous report, 440 FMK-1 mines from the 1978 lot were added; they were detected in the latest annual count. 

	Argentine Army
	Nonmetallic anti-personnel EXPAL mine
	71,115
	1978
	In comparison with the prior report, there are 3,904 fewer mines, as they were destroyed by deactivation, according to report by Argentine Army in Form G.

	Argentine Army
	LIBIA MAP mine
	1,699
	
	Stockpiled in logistical units responsible for destroying them.

	Argentine Army
	LIBIA TRA mine
	2,588
	
	Stockpiled in logistical units responsible for destroying them.

	Argentine Navy
	SB-33 anti-personnel mine
	6,995
	
	In comparison with the prior report, there are 2,940 fewer mines, which were destroyed/deactivated, as reported in Form G.

	TOTAL
	
	90,109
	
	


Form C

Location of mined areas

Article 7.1.
“Each State Party shall report to the Secretary General … on:

c.
To the extent possible, the location of all mined areas that contain or are suspected to contain, anti-personnel mines under its jurisdiction or control, to include as much detail as possible regarding the type and quantity of each type of anti-personnel mines in each mined area and when they were emplaced.”

State:  The Argentine Republic is submitting information on the period from January 1 to December 31, 2002.

1.
Areas that contain mines

	Location
	Type
	Quantity
	Date of emplacement
	Supplementary Information

	Malvinas Islands
	FMK1

EXPAL

SB-33
	20,000 anti-personnel
	1982
	The position of the Argentine Republic regarding the anti-personnel mines in the Malvinas Islands appears in the Interpretative Declaration formulated when this Convention was ratified.  In it, the Argentine Republic states that in its territory, in the Malvinas Islands, there are anti-personnel mines.  The General Secretariat of the United Nations was advised of this situation, when information was provided in accordance with Resolutions UN/GA 48/7, 49/215, 50/82, and 51/149 on “Assistance for Removal of Mines.”

The information on the exact position of the mines has been in the possession of the United Kingdom’s Armed Forces since June 1982.


2.  Areas suspected to contain mines*

	Location
	Type
	Quantity
	Date of emplacement
	Supplementary information

	
	
	
	
	


*If necessary, a different table for each of the mined areas could be presented.

Form D

Antipersonnel mines (APMs) retained or transferred

Article 7.1.
“Each State Party shall report to the Secretary General … on:

d.
The types, quantities, and, if possible, lot numbers of all anti-personnel mines retained or transferred for the development of and training in mine detection, mine clearance, or mine destruction techniques, or transferred for the purpose of destruction, as well as the institutions authorized by a State Party to retain or transfer anti-personnel mines, in accordance with Article 3.”

State:  The Argentine Republic is submitting information on the period from January 1 to December 31, 2002.

1.
Retained for development of techniques and training in them (Article 3, para.1)

	Institution authorized by the State Party
	Type
	Quantity
	Lot # 

(if possible)
	Supplementary

information

	Argentine Navy
	SB-33 

FMK-1
	860

140
	
	They are expected to be used for training in anti-personnel mine destruction techniques prior to March 1, 2010.

	Argentine Army
	
	
	
	No war anti-personnel mines have been retained  for training; the 1,160 FMK-1 anti-personnel mines reported in the previous period were converted into antitank mine fuses with a weight resistance of 300 kg.

	TOTAL
	
	1,000
	
	


2.
Transferred for development of and training in techniques (Art. 3, para.1)

	Institution authorized by the State Party
	Type
	Quantity
	Lot # 

(if possible)
	Supplementary

information

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	
	


3.
Transferred for the purpose of destruction (Art. 3, para. 2)

	Institution authorized by the State Party
	Type
	Quantity
	Lot # 

(if possible)
	Supplementary

information

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	
	


Form E. 
Status of programs for conversion or decommissioning of APM production facilities.

Article 7.1.
“Each State Party shall report to the Secretary General … on:

e.
The status of programs for the conversion or decommissioning of anti-personnel mine production facilities.”

State:  The Argentine Republic is submitting information on the period from January 1 to December 31, 2002.

	Indicate if to “convert” or “decommission”
	Status (indicate if “in process” or “completed”)
	Supplementary information

	Conversion
	Completed
	The only model of anti-personnel mines manufactured in the Argentine Republic by the “Fray Luis Beltrán” Military Factory was the nonmetallic FMK-1 mine, which underwent different modifications over time.

That factory does not have specific facilities for production of anti-personnel mines, but it produces fuse boosters, fire trains for grenades, etc.

From start of production in 1976 until shutting down in 1990, the factory produced a volume of 18,970 units.


Form F
Status of programs for destruction of anti-personnel mines

Article 7.1
“Each State Party shall report to the Secretary General … on:


f.
The status of programs for the destruction of anti-personnel mines in accordance with Articles 4 and 5, including details of the methods which will be used in destruction, the location of all destruction sites and the applicable safety and environmental standards to be observed.”

State:  The Argentine Republic is submitting information on the period from January 1 to December 31, 2002.

1.
Status of programs for destruction of stockpiled anti-personnel mines (Article 4)

	The Argentine Army:

1. Storage of anti-personnel mines in logistical units: during 2001, all anti-personnel mines in the possession of combat units were redeployed to logistical units.  These units kept them in their custody in 2002, and in 2003 they will be responsible for destroying them.

2. Transformation of war anti-personnel mines into inactive training devices (including the concept of destruction): in 2002, work began on transforming 10,000 EXPAL anti-personnel mines into inactive training devices, with the consequent final disposal of the explosive capsules.  This operation will be completed in 2003.

3. Selection of the method of destruction of anti-personnel mines:  The physical-chemical reaction method of detonation (explosion) outdoors, will be used, as established by the Regulations on Stockpiling, Transport, and Destruction of Explosives (RFP-21-04, Chapter X), taking into account the technical report produced by the Escuela Superior Técnica  (University Institute), in the quantities fixed in accordance with national legislation and in the destruction fields owned by the army and customarily used, so as to reduce the environmental impact.

4. Information on the timing, places of destruction, and other details on the destruction program:  The Argentine Army has drawn up the final program, which will be disseminated with the National Plan during the first half of 2003.

Argentine Navy:

Destruction of 6,470 type SB 33 anti-personnel mines is scheduled to occur prior to April 1, 2004, and the remaining 1,385 SB-33 type APMs plus the 140 type FMK-1 APMs will be destroyed prior to April 1, 2010.
	On April 30, a meeting was held in Buenos Aires with delegations from the OAS and Canada to coordinate details of the agreement for cooperation and technical assistance between the Republic and the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States regarding the plan to destroy stockpiles of anti-personnel mines.

The purpose of the Agreement will be to establish the terms and conditions in which the GS/OAS will assist the Argentine Government in implementing a project to destroy anti-personnel mines stockpiled in the Argentine Republic, and the terms and conditions in which the GS/OAS will request and manage international cooperation required by this plan.  In cooperation with the OAS, Canada will provide financial assistance.


2.
Status of programs for the destruction of anti-personnel mines emplaced in mined areas (Art. 5)

	Description of the status of the programs:



	On October 11, 2001, the Governments of the Argentine Republic and the United Kingdom concluded an Agreement to Exchange Notes referring to a feasibility study on the removal of land mines in the Malvinas Islands, under a formula for safeguarding sovereignty, based on the contents of the Joint Declaration of October 19, 1989.




Form G
Anti-personnel mines destroyed after entry into force of the Convention

Article 7.1.
“Each State Party shall report to the Secretary General … on:


g.
The types and quantities of all anti-personnel mines destroyed after the entry into force of this Convention for that State Party, to include a breakdown of the quantity of each type of anti-personnel mine destroyed, in accordance with Articles 4 and 5, respectively, along with, if possible, the lot numbers of each type anti-personnel mine in the case of destruction in accordance with Article 4.”

State:  The Argentine Republic is submitting information on the period from January 1 to December 31, 2002.

1.  Destruction of stockpiled anti-personnel mines (Article 4)

	Type
	Quantity
	Lot # (if possible)
	Supplementary information

	FMK-1 anti-personnel mines
	725

435
	1983

1988
	These mines were converted into fuses for FM K 5, Model O antitank mines, by soldering an adapting capsule with a resistance of 300 kg.  Once the adapting capsule is soldered on, it cannot be removed.  The Armed Forces considers them as destroyed, for the purposes of the Convention.

	FMK-1 anti-personnel mines
	3,904
	1978
	Submitted to destruction, by deactivation under the Dirección General de Fabricaciones Militares.

	EXPAL 4 B anti-personnel mines

TOTAL DESTROYED
	1,440

1,500
	
	Destroyed into fine gunpowder at the Puerto Belgrano Naval Base.

Deactivated by destruction of their explosive charge into fine powder at the Puerto Belgrano Naval Base.




2.  Destruction of anti-personnel mines in mined areas (Article 5)

	Type
	Quantity
	Supplementary information

	
	NIL
	

	TOTAL
	NIL
	


Form H
Technical characteristics of each type produced/owned or possessed

Article 7.1
“Each State Party shall report to the Secretary General … on:

h) 
The technical characteristics of each type of anti-personnel mines produced, to the extent known, and those currently owned or possessed by a State Party, giving, where reasonably possible, such categories of information as may facilitate identification and clearance of anti-personnel mines; at a minimum, this information shall include the dimensions, fusing, explosive content, metallic content, color photographs and other information which may facilitate mine clearance.”

State:  The Argentine Republic is submitting information on the period from January 1 to December 31, 2002.

1.
Technical characteristics of each APM-type produced

	Type
	Dimension
	Fusing
	Explosive content:

Type         Grams
	Metallic content
	Color photo attached
	Supplementary information to facilitate mine clearance

	FMK-1
	82mm x 44 mm

weight: 296 gr
	pressure
	TNT/RDX    152 gr.
	Less than 8gr. (only the spring and the front end of precursor are metallic)
	yes

[pictures and diagrams in text]
	It cannot be located by metallic detectors, unless the detection ring is in place, which is optional, and it is difficult to verify, since it is installed in the lower part of the mine. It can be detected by dogs. Once the mine is set, it cannot be neutralized.  It can be dismantled by unscrewing the detonator located on the side of the casing. Its expansive wave has a scope of 20 meters and its splinters can project to a distance of 100 meters. 


2. Technical characteristics of each APM-type currently owned or possessed

	Type
	Dimension
	Fusing
	Explosive content:

Type      Grams
	Metallic content
	Color photo attached
	Supplementary information to facilitate mine clearance

	EXPAL
	72mm x 55 mm
	pressure
	TNT         210
	no
	yes
	

	SB-33
	87mm x 36 mm
	pressure
	RDX          33
	no
	yes
	

	FMK-1
	82mm x 44 mm
	pressure
	TNT         296 
	yes/no
	same as above
	 same as above
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