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ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES 
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14 August 2003


GENERAL COMMITTEE
Original: French

Summary of the meeting of August 13, 2003


The General Committee met, under the chairmanship of Ambassador Raymond Valcin, Permanent Representative of Haiti to the OAS, to consider the items on the order of business, document CP/CG-1554/03 corr. 2, and decided the following:

1.
Work Plan of the General Committee (CP/CG-1553/03 and CP/CG-1553/03 corr. 3()

The Chair pointed out that, during the 2003-2004 period, the General Committee would be responsible not only for the functions established in Article 16 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council but also for the mandates assigned by the Council in document CP/doc.3763/03 rev. 1, “Distribution of Mandates 2003-2004.”

He also noted that document CP/CG-1553/03, “Work Plan of the General Committee” included those mandates and had been drawn up in light of the provisions of new Article 33 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, on the preparation of work programs and the inclusion of schedules for the timely presentation of any studies and reports requested from the different areas of the General Secretariat.
The General Committee would have to consider the following topics:

· Consideration of the annual reports of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization

· AG/RES. 1948 (XXXIII-O/03), “Fighting the Crime of Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women, Adolescents, and Children”
· AG/RES. 1953 (XXXIII-O/03), "Promotion of Corporate Social Responsibility in the Hemisphere" (operative paragraph 6)
· AG/RES. 1956 (XXXIII-O/03), “Cooperation between the Organization of American States and the United Nations System, the General Secretariat of the Central American Integration System, and the General Secretariat of the Caribbean Community
· AG/RES. 1957 (XXXIII-O/03), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy:  Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter” (operative paragraph 7.i)
· AG/RES. 1973 (XXXIII-O/03), “Trade and Integration in the Americas” (operative paragraph 2.g)
· AG/RES. 1964 (XXXIII-O/03), “Support for the Work of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism”
· The Committee would also continue its consideration of the topic “Inter-American Democracy Award” (CP/doc.3652/02 rev. 2).
The Chair said that planning and coordinating activities and presenting documents according to the work plan would help to optimize the use of resources allocated for the tasks assigned to the General Committee and reiterated his commitment to adhere strictly to the new Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, adopted on June 26, 2003, in resolution CP/RES. 847 (1373/03).
He added that most of the amendments to the Rules of Procedure were designed to make the work of the Permanent Council and its committees as efficient as possible and to reduce costs, and that the General Committee would be prepared to contribute to those ends.

Having made those comments, the Chair submitted the Work Plan of the General Committee to the delegations for consideration, and it was adopted as presented.  
2.
Installation of the Subcommittee on Coordination

The Chair proceeded to install the Subcommittee on Coordination of the General Committee, as provided for in Article 16.b of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, and said that, in accordance with that provision, the Committee’s membership would be restricted to the chairs of the Council’s permanent committees.

There being no further business, the Chair adjourned the meeting.
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