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Summary of the meeting of August 21, 2003

(Order of business:  CP/CAJP-2085/03)
As the meeting began, Ambassador Juan Manuel Castulovich, Permanent Representative of Panama, expressed his appreciation to the permanent missions for having entrusted him with chairing the Committee.

Then the order of business was submitted to the delegations for consideration and was adopted without amendments.
1. Election of the Vice Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs

Ambassador Marcelo Hervas, Permanent Representative of Ecuador, was elected Vice Chair of the CAJP by acclamation.  His nomination was presented by the delegation of Costa Rica and seconded by the delegation of the United States.

2. Consideration of the draft work plan of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (2003-2004) – (CP/CAJP-2084/03)

The delegations made the following recommendations on the draft work plan presented by the Committee Chair:

· Defer until the beginning of the first half of 2004 consideration of the topic of the prevention of racism and all forms and discrimination and intolerance and consideration of the preparation of a draft inter-American Convention [AG/RES. 1930 (XXXIII-O/03)].

· Transcribe into the work plan the operative paragraphs of General Assembly resolutions that refer to reports the Permanent Council is to present. 

· Consider, in the context of the Committee, certain aspects of the topic “Access to Public Information: Strengthening Democracy,” without prejudice to consideration of resolution AG/RES. 1932 (XXXIII-O/03) by the Permanent Council, in keeping with the distribution of mandates indicated in document CP/doc.3763/03 rev. 1.
· Increase the number of meetings scheduled, in keeping with the mandate issued in operative paragraph 7 of resolution AG/RES. 1917 (XXXIII-O/03), “Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.”  At those meetings, also consider the topic of cooperation between the IACHR and the permanent missions.
· Consider, in the context of the Committee, follow-up on legal and political aspects of the Convention of Belém do Pará, without prejudice to the Permanent Council’s decision to assign to the CAAP the budgetary topics arising from resolution AG/RES. 1942 (XXXII-O/03), “Third Biennial Report on Fulfillment of Resolution AG/RES.  1456 (XXVII-O/97), ‘Promotion of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, 'Convention of Belém do Pará.'”

· Reduce the number of topics assigned to the meetings of October 16, 2003, and March 25, 2004.  Also, a number of delegations plan to attend the IACHR hearings and have asked the Chair to take this into account in the scheduling for October 16. 
· Include in the work plan some dates on which the Committee could consider the topic “The Protection of Refugees, Returnees, and Stateless and Internally Displaced Persons in the Americas” [AG/RES. 1971 (XXXIII-O/03)].
· Include in the work plan detailed information on the type of documents the various areas and organs should send to the CAJP for consideration, so as to have greater clarity on their obligations to the Committee (and the permanent missions).
· Postpone consideration of the subject of resolution AG/RES. 1928 (XXXIII-O/03), “The Human Rights of All Migrant Workers and Their Families,” because, for some delegations, the proposed date would not allow adequate preparation of their contributions on the topic. 
· Postpone consideration of the subject of resolution AG/RES. 1922 (XXXIII-O/03), “Follow-up Activities on the Model Inter-American Law on Secured Transactions and the Uniform Through Bills of Lading for the International Carriage of Goods by Road,” since CICAD had already scheduled meetings for the dates proposed by the CAJP Chair.

After hearing these recommendations, some delegations clarified that the Committee did not have the authority to amend the mandates of the General Assembly or the Permanent Council and that, therefore, some of the proposed formulas could not be adopted by the Committee.


The Chair announced that he had taken note of all the comments made and promised that in the coming days he would distribute a revised version of the work plan that, insofar as possible, would incorporate the recommendations of all the member states.

3. Consideration of the Request from the Government of the Federal Republic of Nigeria to Be Granted the Status of Permanent Observer to the Organization (CP/doc.3672/02)

It was decided that, when such requests were presented, meetings would be scheduled for their detailed consideration.  Once this phase had been completed, and before approval of the draft resolution on the matter, the representative of the requesting country would be invited to give a presentation on the government’s reasons for seeking an institutional link with the Organization.
After a number of delegations had presented their comments on the request of the Federal Republic of Nigeria and on various matters of interest to the member state governments in connection with that country, the Committee decided to consider the draft resolution that would grant the status of permanent observer at the upcoming meeting of September 18, at which time a representative of Nigeria was expected to be present.

4. Consideration of the Request from the Government of the Federal Republic of Slovenia to Be Granted the Status of Permanent Observer to the Organization (CP/doc.3766/03)

As in the previous case, the Committee decided to consider the draft resolution that would grant the status of permanent observer to the Republic of Slovenia at the upcoming meeting of September 18, at which time a representative of that country was expected to be present.
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