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The Committee on Hemispheric Security held its first meeting for the 2003-2004 term on August 27, 2003.  It was chaired by Ambassador Luis Enrique Chase Plate, Permanent Representative of Paraguay to the OAS.
/
It met from 3:00 p.m. to 4:15 p.m. and considered the items on the order of business, document CP/CSH-595/03.

1. Opening remarks of the Chair

Having ascertained that the statutory quorum was present, the Chair opened the meeting.  In his opening remarks, he underscored the global importance of security topics and, in this context, he recalled the significance of the Special Conference on Security, to be held in Mexico in October 2003.  He recalled that, in keeping with its mandates, the Committee was to consider the traditional and nontraditional topics and other challenges to security in order to draft legal provisions and policies for potential incorporation into the legal systems of the member states.
2. Election of officers
a. First vice chair

The delegation of Uruguay, represented by Ambassador Juan Enrique Fischer, nominated Ambassador Margarita Escobar, Permanent Representative of El Salvador, to serve as vice chair of the Committee.  Her nomination was seconded by the Permanent Representative of Mexico, Ambassador Miguel Ruíz Cabañas.  The delegations of Nicaragua and Belize expressed their support for the nomination.  On a proposal by the delegation of Belize, Ambassador Escobar was elected by acclamation.

Ambassador Escobar said a few words in appreciation and acceptance of her mandate, noting its importance to her government.

b. Second vice chair

Ambassador Valter Pecly Moreira, Permanent Representative of Brazil, nominated Ambassador Denis Antoine, Permanent Representative of Grenada, to serve as second vice chair.  His nomination was seconded by Ambassador Margarita Escobar, Permanent Representative of El Salvador, who proposed that the election by carried out by acclamation.  Ambassador Antoine was elected, by acclamation, to serve as second vice chair of the Committee.

Ambassador Antoine said a few words of appreciation and acceptance and emphasized the importance of building upon the progress already achieved by the Committee in the area of hemispheric security.

The Chair paid tribute to Ambassador Ruiz Cabañas, who had chaired the Committee in the preceding term.

3. Presentation of the proposed Work Plan of the Committee for the 2003-2004 term

The Chair introduced his proposed Work Plan, explaining the organization of and approach to the Committee’s tasks (document CP/CSH-596/03).

At this point, statements were made by the delegations of Brazil, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Grenada, Mexico, Peru, the United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.  

On a proposal by the Chair, the Committee decided that the study on problems of and risks to peace and security in the Hemisphere and on conflict prevention and resolution would be finalized by the Working Group to Prepare for the Special Conference on Security.
/ 
The Committee also decided to install the following working groups:

i. Working Group to Finalize the Study and Recommendations on Modernization and Changes Needed to Provide the OAS with Technical, Advisory, and Educational Expertise on Defense and Security Issues, to be chaired by the United States.
/
In addition, it was decided that the Committee Chair would conduct the necessary consultations with the Committee’s officers and working groups to determine the work approach and calendar for this working group. 

ii. Working Group to Prepare a Draft Cybersecurity Strategy for Member States, to be chaired by the First Vice Chair of the Committee

In response to the question posed by the delegation of Costa Rica as to which organ or body should follow up on the Special Conference on Security, the Secretariat for Legal Affairs gave its opinion that this role should fall to the Committee on Hemispheric Security, as provided by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 1940 (XXXIII-O/03), especially paragraphs 5 and 6, and because the Permanent Council had assigned this resolution to the Committee for consideration.

Lastly, it was decided that the Committee would consider the proposed Work Plan drafted by the Chair in detail at its meeting scheduled for September 11, 2003. 

4. Other business

In response to a request from the Permanent Mission of Argentina, it was decided that the Committee would meet on September 3, 2003, from 9:30 to 10:00 a.m., to receive Ambassador Mariuz Handzlik, President of the Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR), who would give a presentation on the topic "Nonproliferation of Missiles and the Role of the MTCR."
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�.	The Permanent Council installed the Committee on Hemispheric Security and elected its chair at the meeting of August 13, 2003. 


�.	Established by the Permanent Council at its regular meeting of August 13, 2003 (CP/SA.1377/03). 


�.	The chair of the this working group will be elected at the next Committee meeting.





