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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING ALDEIAS INFANTIS SOS 

This document was prepared by the Secretariat for the Summit Process to provide information on Aldeias Infantis SOS, or SOS Children’s Villages.


It contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation submitted by this civil society organization (CSO) pursuant to the Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.

1. Background

SOS Children’s Villages was founded by Hermann Gmeiner in Imst, Austria, en 1949.  This organization has offices in 131 countries, with 420 homes located in Africa, the Americas, Asia, Europe, and Oceania.

SOS Children’s Villages has been recognized for its humanitarian work, and its Brazilian component, Aldeias Infantis SOS, has won awards for such work within Brazil.  The awards are as follows:

· SOS Kinderdorf International received the Conrad N. Hilton award in 2002. 

· The State of Minas Gerais, Brazil, gave Aldeias Infantis SOS the award for the best child assistance program in 2001.

· Aldeias Infantis SOS was recognized by the Kanitz Association, in 2001 and 1998, for its efficient work in Brazil.

· The National Business Learning Service (SENAC) awarded the Educators Company prize to Aldeias Infantis SOS in 1999.

Aldeias Infantis SOS is an independent, nongovernmental organization that works to provide a permanent home and stable family to displaced, orphaned, or abandoned children. Aldeias Infantis SOS is a Brazilian affiliate of SOS Children’s Villages, which began its work in 1967 and was incorporated in 1987. 

Aldeias Infantis SOS operates in Brazil by way of 14 children’s villages and 36 different projects covering the country’s 10 federative units and serving over 5,000 boys and girls and adolescents until they reach adulthood and are able to build their own future in society in an independent manner. The vision of Aldeias Infantis SOS is to have children raised within a family, with love, respect, and security, based on the following four elements: a mother, siblings, a home, and a village.

Aldeias Infantis SOS submitted its application on April 25, 2003.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment

Name:



Aldeias Infantis SOS
Address:


Rúa José Antônio Coelho, 400 


04011-061 São Paulo – SP


Brazil

Telephone:


55 11 5574-8199

Fax:



55 11 5579-9551

E-mail address:
 

www.aleiasinfantis.org.br
President of 

SOS Children’s 

Villages-Brazil:


Victor Hugo Klagsbrunn

Date established: 

 December 18, 1987

Representative of SOS 

1317 F St, N.W., suite 550

Children’s Villages-USA
Washington, D.C. 20004

Regional Director for 

the Americas and
the Caribbean:


Georg Rodenbach
Telephone- (Brazil):

55 21 2537 1953
E-mail:



georg.rodenbach@sos-kdi.org.br

Executive Director of SOS

Children’s Villages-USA
Christopher Zappia

Telephone: 


202 347-7920

E-mail:



czappia@sos-usa.org

3. Primary areas of activity and their relationship to OAS activities

Aldeias Infantis SOS seeks to promote adherence to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Declaration of the Rights of the Child by conducting programs that improve the quality of life for boys and girls so that they may improve their development within the family and community.  It focuses on:

· Promoting and protecting the rights of boys and girls, so as to provide them with a good quality of life as an essential part of their personal growth and their development in the community; 

· Providing a home with a family atmosphere for children who have lost their original homes or are in at-risk situations, until they complete their academic and vocational training and can live independently in society;
· Carrying out educational programs, in cooperation with government authorities, that provide the youth population with education and technical training that meet educational quality standards in terms of curriculum and infrastructure;
· Fighting poverty by providing social services that promote community development through health, education, and infrastructure programs;
· Helping to improve living conditions for family groups facing economic difficulties that affect child care, for example, single or working mothers;
· Raising awareness and understanding of the at-risk population, especially children.

4. CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

Aldeias Infantis SOS believes that its participation in OAS activities could contribute to: 

· Promotion of educational and infrastructure projects, with the cooperation of government programs for the academic and personal development of at-risk children;

· Promotion of credit programs for the establishment of microenterprises by adolescents belonging to the Aldeias Infantis SOS community, so as to facilitate their transition to independent living in society;
· Implementation of long-term community awareness programs on at-risk children;
· Cooperation and professional exchange with governments and other organizations having the same objectives;
· Support in Brazil for the work of the Inter-American Children's Institute (IACI).

5. OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support

Aldeias Infantis SOS will offer its support to the OAS in strengthening and contributing to specific programs geared toward improving the quality of life for at-risk populations, especially children.

The organization will support the work of the Inter-American Children's Institute (IACI) in the following areas:

· Exchange of information and experience in areas relating to child development;

· Advice on the design and implementation of policies on children;

· Cooperation on family issues, given their importance to the comprehensive development of children and adolescents, in keeping with the celebration in 2004 of the Tenth Anniversary of the International Year of the Family.

6. Documents submitted by the CSO 

· Letter addressed to the Secretary General

· Presentation by Aldeias Infantis SOS Brazil (Portuguese)

· Certificate of Incorporation, 1987

· By-laws (Portuguese)

· Minutes of the meeting of the Directors of Aldeias Infantis SOS, 1995

· Eighth Report of the Special General Assembly of Aldeias Infantis SOS, 2001

· Annual report for 2002 (Portuguese)

· Financial report for 2002, audited by Loudon Blomquist and Sergio dos Santos Gonçalves
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