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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING CODESPA

This document was prepared by the Secretariat for the Summit Process to provide information on the Fundación Cooperación al Desarrollo y Promoción de Actividades Asistenciales: Futuro en Marcha (CODESPA).
It contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation submitted by this civil society organization (CSO) pursuant to the Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.

1.
Background:

CODESPA was established in Madrid, Spain, on November 12, 1985.  It is an independent nongovernmental organization engaged in cooperation, development, and welfare activities for the poorest sectors of society.  Its objective is to serve the public interest through cooperation in economic and social development in developing countries and depressed regions of other countries and the promotion of social welfare activities.  It carries out its humanitarian development work in Latin America, the Middle East, Asia, and the Zagreb, and has six international delegations responsible for the execution of each project. 

CODESPA specializes in the area of employment generation in rural and urban areas through support to micro-enterprise and vocational training, maintaining linkage to community development. The CODESPA Foundation has launched projects in Colombia, the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, and Honduras.
CODESPA is part of the Spanish coordinating body for nongovernmental development organizations, and belongs to the Center of Spanish Foundations.  Under Spanish legislation it was classified as a private nonprofit organization and the Ministry of Social Affairs has oversight of it. Some of its projects have been funded with resources from the Spanish Agency for International Cooperation (AECI).

It submitted its application on June 2, 2003.

2.
Name, address, and date of establishment:

Name:
Fundación Cooperación al Desarrollo y Promoción de Actividades Asistenciales:  Futuro en Marcha (CODESPA)
Address:


C/Rafael Bergamin No. 12 bajo 

28043 Madrid. España.

Telephone:   


34 91 744 42 40

Fax:



34 91 744 42 41

Web site:


www.codespa.org
Director General:

Javier Martín Cabaña

Honorary President:

S.A.R. Don. Felipe de Borbón, Príncipe de Asturias

Office in the United States 
1508 22nd Street N 




Arlington, Virgina. 22009





USA





(703) 243 84 48

Representative in the
United States:


Eugenio Peral

E-mail

:

eperal@codespa.org
Date established: 

November 12, 1985

3.
Primary areas of activity and their relationship to OAS activities:

CODESPA’s objective is to educate and give technical training to the marginal, low-income population in the most disadvantaged sectors of society, sometimes from violent groups, others drug users, street children, or homeless people with no hope for the future, in order that they may obtain gainful employment and in some cases start their own micro-enterprise.

CODESPA specializes in areas of productive development, provision of basic services, institutional strengthening, education and awareness of sustainable development and the environment. In this regard, its work is primarily to:

· Encourage employment as a formula for overcoming poverty, through technical training projects and support for micro-enterprise in rural and urban areas.

· Design and execute projects to serve the poorest of the poor and give them basic services (health, education, and housing) to improve their living standard.

· Carry out projects to increase the responsiveness of more developed areas to the poverty problem.

· Promote programs of sustainable development in areas of high environmental impact.

4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS:


CODESPA sees a great similarity with OAS work areas aimed at achieving the development of civil society, which will make it possible to establish cooperative ties in specific areas such as:

· Promotion of the establishment of micro-enterprises and micro-finance programs, offering specialized courses and seminars in Latin America and the Caribbean.

· Promotion of integral development of micro-enterprises in developing countries, seeking to generate more jobs and improve the quality of life in Latin America.

· Recording and dissemination of best practices through development networks, which is promoted by the Andean Conservation and Development Network, to protect areas richly endowed with biosphere resources and encourage parallel development of the local population.

· Support for REDESARROLLO, the Strategic Network for the Development of Micro-enterprise, as an alliance bringing together Latin American, U.S., and European institutions.

5.
OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support:
CODESPA will lend its support to the OAS to strengthen and contribute to specific programs that will seek to develop opportunities for and skills of the population through poverty reduction and economic growth with equity.

CODESPA shares the OAS objectives of strengthening social and economic structures for disadvantaged areas and groups, to improve the living standard of the people.

CODESPA will participate in and support OAS activities–especially with the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD) and the Unit for Sustainable Development and Environment (UDSMA)–to develop strategies and policies that will increase participation and concern for the development of civil society with integral development.

6.
Documents submitted by the CSO:

· Letter addressed to the Secretary General (Spanish)
· Statutes (Spanish)
· Annual report for 2001 (Spanish)
· Articles of Incorporation of November 12, 1985
· Financial statement for 2001, audited by PricewaterhouseCoopers
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