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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING CONFEDERACIÓN COLOMBIANA DE ORGANIZACIONES NO GUBERNAMENTALES (CCONG)

This document was prepared by the Secretariat for the Summit Process to provide information on Confederación Colombiana de Organizaciones no Gubernamentales (CCONG).
It contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation submitted by this civil society organization (CSO) pursuant to the Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.

1. Background

Confederación Colombiana de Organizaciones No Gubernamentales (CCONG) was established on January 26, 1989 to act as a liaison between nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) and the public and private sectors and international agencies and to facilitate communications, monitoring, and negotiation with respect to the provision of public services.

CCONG is an independent, nongovernmental organization dedicated to strengthening its associates by sharing know-how, reinforcing learning processes, and institution building.  The idea is to induce associates to develop communication, learning, and social awareness strategies and to acquire leverage and negotiation skills when dealing with government agencies.

CCONG currently has 112 departmental federations and 19 national NGOs working in different areas of social development and representing some 1,000 NGOs located in 22 departments in Colombia.

From its inception, CCONG has conducted local, national, and regional projects with funds provided by the Ford Foundation, the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the Office of the President of Colombia, the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University, the International Organization for Migration (IOM), the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), the World Bank, the Comunidad de Madrid [Madrid Region Government], and Johns Hopkins University, inter alia.

The Confederación Colombiana de Organizaciones no Gubernamentales submitted its application on May 2, 2003.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment

Name:
Confederación Colombiana de Organizaciones no Gubernamentales (CCONG)

Address:


Carrera 13 A No. 107 - 02 

Bogotá, Colombia

Telephone:


571 – 2 156519

Fax:



571 – 2 156971

E-mail address:
 

www.ccong.org.co
E-mail:



info@ccong.org.co
Executive Director:

Martha Eugenia Segura

Date established: 

1989

3. Primary areas of activity and their relationship to OAS activities

The purpose of Confederación Colombiana de Organizaciones no Gubernamentales (CCONG) is to facilitate liaison, communication, monitoring, and negotiations between NGOs and the Colombian State, as well as cooperation with international organizations, the private sector, and multilateral banks.

CCONG works mainly in the following fields: education, health, employment, ecology, and the environment, citizen participation, and assistance for vulnerable segments of the population. CCONG focuses on:

· Serving as an interface institution in State-civil society-international agency projects with a view to creating institutional models that transform learning processes and social capital;

· Providing tools for designing, executing, and evaluating technical cooperation projects; and

· Helping with the technical aspects of organizing national and international events, forums, and other meetings.

4. CCONG contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

Confederación Colombiana de Organizaciones no Gubernamentales (CCONG) considers that by participating in OAS activities it could help:

· Design strategies to ensure proficient execution of all phases of projects within its field; 

· Establish working groups on priority issues on the global, national, and inter-American agendas that contribute to the development of civil society;
· Select, grade, and enlist civil society organizations to work on projects of interest to the OAS;
· Provide qualified, timely, and valid information about NGOs, the work they do, and their impact in projects; and
· Disseminate information about OAS activities generated in the context of projects, events, and meetings via electronic media and other communication mechanisms established in the CCONG.

5. OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support


The Confederación Colombiana de Organizaciones No Gubernamentales (CCONG) offers to work with the OAS in boosting the participation of civil society at all levels of the inter-American system.  The purpose of registering CCONG in the list of CSOs participating in OAS activities is to enable it to observe the political organs of the Organization.

CCONG will lend the Secretariat for the Summit Process its institutional support for that Process and will mobilize its network of civil society organizations in order to prepare documents that contribute to the dialogue of the Heads of State and Government of the Hemisphere in the Summits of the Americas framework.  It will also disseminate the agreements reached in the Summits so as to facilitate their implementation.

This organization will support the carrying out of projects and activities developed in the framework of the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy to contribute to decentralization, citizen participation, and promotion of democratic leadership and democratic civic-mindedness. 

6.
Documents submitted by the CSO
· Letter addressed to the Secretary General

· Certificate of Incorporation and certificate of the Chamber of Commerce of Bogotá, Colombia

· By-laws (in Spanish)

· Annual report for 2002 (Spanish)

· Policy Statement

· Financial statement for 2002, audited by BDO Audit.  AGE S.A.
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