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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING PODER CIUDADANO
This document has been prepared by the Secretariat for the Summits Process to provide information on Fundación Poder Ciudadano.
It contains basic data and a list of supporting documentation submitted by this civil society organization (CSO) pursuant to the Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.

1. Background
Fundación Poder Ciudadano was established in Buenos Aires in 1991.  It is an independent, nongovernmental organization created to promote citizen participation and to generate information of public interest.  Its purpose is to create a network of citizens involved in public affairs, to strengthen the rule of law in Argentina and citizen participation in control of government activities.

Since 1996, Fundación Poder Ciudadano is the Argentine chapter of the International Transparency Network.  It is also a founding member of the Inter-American Network for Democracy, made up of over 700 civil society organizations, the Justice Forum of the Americas, and the Lima Agreement.  Fundación Poder Ciudadano is a founding member of the Committee for Follow-Up on the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (CICC) in Argentina, the Social Sector Forum, the Social Forum for Transparency, and the Social Forum for Justice.

Fundación Poder Ciudadano has disseminated and replicated some of its projects in Latvia, Ukraine, Chile, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Mexico, Paraguay, Peru, and the Dominican Republic, with the support of the United States Agency for International Development (USAID).

Fundación Poder Ciudadano submitted its request for registration with the OAS on April 28, 2003.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment
Name:



Fundación Poder Ciudadano

Address:
Piedras 547 Timbre 2 (C.P. C1070AAK)

Buenos Aires, Argentina

Telephone/ Fax:


54-11 4331 4925 (tel/fax)

Internet address: 

www.poderciudadano.org
E-mail address: 


fundacion@poderciudadano.org
President:

 
Luis Moreno Ocampo

Date of establishment:
 
1991

3. Primary areas of activity and their relationship to OAS activities

The primary area of work of the Fundación Poder Ciudadano is related to the strengthening of democracy and its institutions, and respect for compliance with the law to achieve good governance.  In this context, its work is focused in the following areas:

· Improving the efficiency and independence of the Judiciary, by supporting the legal system and the administration of justice, and by promoting a civil control mechanism to defend these objectives.

· Fostering greater knowledge and analysis of the social, political, and cultural situation in Argentina, as factors that affect the development of the work of the judicial system, to uphold the rule of law and ensure the personal security of the population.

· Disseminating information to the public regarding its rights and obligations, and creating widespread awareness of all aspects of the legal and security systems affecting citizens.

· Supporting the administration of justice and a fully effective legal system and rule of law.

· Publicizing and disseminating judicial decisions and orders, and especially ones related to the rights and guarantees of citizens.

· Supporting and promoting projects or studies to achieve greater transparency and efficiency in judicial and administrative procedures.

· Fostering agreements with bar associations, law schools, and other public and private entities to provide legal advisory services to persons without resources.

4. CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
Fundación Poder Ciudadano develops activities with various sectors and persons involved in political, economic, and social spheres in Argentina, with a view to generating civic information and to having an impact on the design and control of public policies.  Among other activities, it has developed the following ones:

· Creation of INFOCIVICA, the first civic news agency in Argentina.

· Active participation in debates on political reform in Argentina and on the importance of establishing strict controls over donations and resources used in election campaigns.

· Civic monitoring of advertising and publicity expenses in election campaigns since 1999.

· Development of the Program for Transparent Contracting, which seeks to generate more information and greater participation by citizens in government procurement and hiring processes.

· Participation in the International Budget Project, which trains citizens and other civil society organizations in the use of a participatory budget.

In addition, Fundación Poder Ciudadano believes that it can contribute to OAS activities because of its experience in developing programs such as the following ones:

· Transparent Contracting Program, developed together with Transparency International.

· Transparent Elections Program: preparation of a data bank of political candidates.
· Citizens for the Senate Program: civic monitoring of the work of the Argentine Senate.
· Citizens for Justice Program:  civic monitoring of the operation of entities in the judicial system.
· Citizen Participation and Monitoring Program
· Classrooms without Borders Program: to promote educational initiatives to improve elementary and middle schools.
· Youth Negotiators Program: implementation in Argentina of the Youth Negotiators Program of the School of Negotiation of Harvard University.
5. OAS work areas to which CSO can provide support
Fundación Poder Ciudadano is committed to supporting the work of the OAS and to formulating recommendations on the best ways to achieve its objectives in the area of democracy and citizen participation.

Fundación Poder Ciudadano will work primarily with the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD), to help develop activities related to electoral processes, management of public funds, reform and strengthening of political parties, and transparency in government management, among others. 

At the same time, Fundación Poder Ciudadano will continue working with the Committee on Follow-Up of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (CICC), by preparing monitoring reports.

6.
Documents submitted by the CSO
· Letter to the Secretary General

· Organization chart of the foundation

· Charter and By-Laws

· Balance sheet (financial statements), audited by Daniel Ernesto Siben

· 2001 Annual Report
· 2002 Progress Report
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