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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING THE CISNEROS FOUNDATION

This document was prepared by the Secretariat for the Summit Process to provide information on the Cisneros Foundation.  It contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation submitted by this civil society organization (CSO) pursuant to the Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.

1.
Background:

The Cisneros Foundation was established in Venezuela in 2000.  It is a nonprofit nongovernmental organization based in Chacao, Sucre District of Miranda State.  It works to improve the living standard of the people of Latin America by supporting programs in the areas of education, culture, the environment, and public health.

On December 18, 2000, the Cisneros Foundation signed a cooperation agreement with the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (OAS), through the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD) in order to establish a general mechanism for cooperation in areas of interest to both organizations. The General Secretariat and the Cisneros Foundation agreed to set in motion initiatives aimed at developing and implementing training projects for primary and secondary school teachers, including expansion of its program of connections with schools in Argentina, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Mexico, Panama, and Venezuela. 


They also agreed to develop cooperation projects in the economic, social, educational, cultural, scientific, and technological spheres. The two institutions agreed to exchange information, bibliographic data, and audiovisual materials related to their joint initiatives. The agreement also envisages working meetings on matters of particular interest to the parties and execution of joint research and training programs.
The Cisneros Foundation has cooperative programs with the Latin American Studies Center of Georgetown University and the David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies of Harvard University.  Both programs seek to advance studies on Latin American politics, history, and culture in the respective academic centers.

It has also developed cooperative programs with the Museum of Modern Art of New York, the National Art Gallery of Venezuela, and the University of Texas in Austin.  It has carried out educational projects with Galaxy Latin America, DIRECTV, Microsoft, the Technological Institute of Monterrey, the Center for Technology Transfer, and the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB).

In the area of community social service, the Cisneros Foundation has developed disaster relief projects with cooperation from the Red Cross, Habitat for Humanity International, and Doctors Without Borders.

It submitted its application on March 12, 2003.

2.
Name, address, and date of establishment:

Name:
Fundación Cisneros

Address:


Centro Mozarteum, Final Avenida La Salle





Colina de Los Caobos, Caracas, 1050





Venezuela

Telephone:   


(582) 708 96 97/ 793 08 04

Fax:



(582) 708 9565

Web site:


 www.cisneros.com/company/fundacion.asp 
President:


Patricia Phelps de Cisneros

Agent for the OAS:
Pedro R. Tinoco, Executive President and Legal Representative.

Beatriz Rangel, Advisor

Date established: 

2000

3.
Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities:

The Cisneros Foundation’s objective is to contribute to improving the quality of life in Latin America, through long-term investments in educational, environmental, cultural, and health programs of local, regional, and international scope.

Its primary areas of activity are to:

· Conduct awareness-building campaigns in Venezuela to promote protection of the ecology and improvement and conservation of the environment.

· Cooperate with other charitable institutions by sponsoring the development of environmental preservation activities.

· Provide assistance to educational institutions to improve the quality and quantity of tools needed to offer adequate education for the needs of the Venezuelan population, according to the requirements of the various educational centers.

· Give funds to other nonprofit social institutions that seek to provide shelter, medicine, and/or clothing for handicapped persons or victims of natural disasters.

4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS:

The Cisneros Foundation believes that it could make a contribution to OAS activities by offering its experience in the development of programs such as

· “Cl@se”: an educational television channel aimed at students and teachers in primary and secondary education.  The program is enhanced by on-line service offering educational materials to aid teachers.

· “Updating of Masters in Education (AME)”: a distance-learning program for teachers in the region.  Participants in the pilot program were 115 schools in Argentina, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Mexico, Panama, and Venezuela. 

· “Cultural Association for Development (ACUDE)”: a literacy program in Venezuela. It seeks to identify community leaders and train them to teach others in the community.

· “Patricia and Gustavo Cisneros Fund for Latin American Studies, Latin American Studies Center of the Foreign Service School, Georgetown University”: a program intended to enrich studies on Latin American politics, history, and culture offered by Georgetown University.

· “Patricia and Gustavo Cisneros Fund, David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies, Harvard University”: a fund established to encourage the study of science, history, and public affairs as they affect Latin America.

· “Visual Thought Program”: an educational project for the use of visual arts as an educational tool.

· “Mozarteum Center”: established to promote the study of classical music in Venezuela and Argentina.  It helps fund advanced studies for Venezuelan musicians through scholarships for study in foreign conservatories and universities.

· “Orinoco Collection”: a project intended to preserve, study, and disseminate the legacy of the indigenous societies of the Venezuelan Amazon.

· “Terra Parima”: a foundation dedicated to research projects and community development in the Duida-Ventuari region of Venezuela.

· “Tropical Andes Program (PAT)”: is a consortium of scientists, entrepreneurs, and international experts dedicated to the protection of ecosystems of the Tropical Andes. Its base of operations is in Mérida, Venezuela and it seeks to develop a network of experimental agricultural plantations; reduce the impact of livestock grazing on the environment; develop a network of experimental schools in rural zones; promote and assist in the establishment of businesses that process and sell solid waste; support educational efforts on recycling in local schools and encourage ecotourism in the community.

5.
OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support:
The Cisneros Foundation pledges to support the work and make recommendations to the OAS on the best way of achieving its objectives in the areas of education, the environment, and culture, especially with the Unit for Social Development and Education (USDE) and the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD).

The Cisneros Foundation offers to strengthen its cooperation with the OAS because it feels that the Organization is an appropriate medium for discussion and dissemination of the Foundation’s programs and for their improvement and reproduction in other countries in the region.
6.
Documents submitted by the CSO:

· Letter addressed to the Secretary General
· Statutes 
· Certificate of Incorporation 
· Financial statement for 2001
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