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The Permanent Mission of Mexico presents its compliments to the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States and has the honor to refer to the information provided by the Government of Mexico to the OAS each year in respect of the United Nations (UN) Register of Conventional Arms, the UN Standardized International Reporting of Military Expenditures, and the application of confidence- and security-building measures, in keeping with the Declaration of Santiago of 1995 and the Declaration of San Salvador of 1998.

In that connection, the Mission is pleased to attach the following documents:
· Standardized form for reporting international transfers of conventional arms (Secretariat of Defense).
· Table:  total military expenditure for 2002 (Secretariat of Defense)

· Table:  total military expenditure for 2002 (Secretariat of the Navy
)
With respect to the application of confidence- and security-building measures, the Government of Mexico wishes to report that:
a. Mexico does not conduct military exercises with other countries;
b. Each year, Mexico forwards to the OAS General Secretariat information on the register of conventional arms and the standardized international reporting of military expenditures;
c. Mexico has participated in regional military forums, such as:  the Conference of Ministers of Defense of the Americas; the Conference of the Chiefs of the Air Forces of the Americas; the Conference of American Armies; and the Inter-American Defense Board;
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d. Mexico supports nuclear, chemical, biological, and radiological disarmament, and disarmament of other weapons of mass destruction, and reaffirms the right of every state to effect military expenditure and acquire conventional weapons in keeping with its legitimate security and defense needs;
e. Mexico complies with the provisions of the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA);
f. Mexico points to the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco) and supports the rationale for a total ban on mines;
g. Mexico shares the special security concerns of small island states and promotes cooperation and multilateral coordination;
h. Mexico, through the Secretariat of Defense, is engaged in ongoing dynamic exchange with other countries of the area in respect of the other confidence- and security-building measures.

In respect of the Register of Antipersonnel Land Mines, the Government of Mexico wishes to indicate that it does not employ this type of device, and thus reaffirms the statement of Mexico contained in document CP/CSH-61/97 of February 25, 1997.

The Permanent Mission of Mexico avails itself of the occasion to reiterate to the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States the assurances of its highest consideration.
Washington, D.C., August 15, 2003
http://scm.oas.org/pdfs/2003/CP11784E.pdf
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