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Summary of the meeting of September 25, 2003

(Order of business: CP/CAJP-2088/03 rev.2)
1. Adoption of the Draft Work Plan (2003-2004) – (CP/CAJP-2084/03 rev. 1)
The Committee decided to alter the dates for consideration of several of the topics assigned to it and entrusted the Chair with the task of consulting with some of the organs and areas of the Organization regarding the dates on which they would be prepared to meet their commitments to the CAJP.

The Chair will in due course distribute the rev. 2 version of the document in question.

2. Consideration of the Request from the Government of the Federal Republic of Nigeria to Be Granted the Status of Permanent Observer to the Organization (CP/doc.3672/02)


The Committee listened to the presentation of the Chargé d’Affaires of the Embassy of the Federal Republic of Nigeria in the United States of America, Mr. Albert Olakunle Soyombo, regarding his country’s request. 

In his address, Mr. Olakunle Soyombo mentioned the recent restoration of democracy in Nigeria and said his government was interested in strengthening its historical and bilateral ties with member states of the OAS.  He also stated that the Government of Nigeria keeps close track of the work of the Organization in areas such as peacekeeping and security, the promotion of democracy, the defense of human rights, free trade, poverty reduction, and other fields conducive to the development of the region.
The Committee approved the draft resolution contained in document CP/CAJP-2087/03, and asked its Chair to submit it, along with the corresponding report, for possible adoption.

3. Consideration of the Request from the Government of the Federal Republic of Slovenia to Be Granted the Status of Permanent Observer to the Organization (CP/doc.3766/03)


The Committee listened to the presentation given by the Ambassador of the Republic of Slovenia to the United States, Dr. Davorin Kracun, regarding his Government’s request. 

In his address, Ambassador Kracun mentioned, inter alia, his country’s efforts to achieve political and economic progress and to develop international cooperation ties.  He underscored Slovenia’s expectations that it would soon enter the European Union and join NATO.  He mentioned his country’s interest in making a substantial contribution to OAS activities in areas such as the promotion of democracy, human rights, and free trade and support for the rule of law, peace, stability, and national dialogue; mine-clearing, environmental, and sustainable development programs; and efforts to combat corruption and terrorism.

The Committee approved the draft resolution contained in document CP/CAJP-2086/03, and asked its Chair to submit it, along with the corresponding report, for possible adoption.

4. Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms While Countering Terrorism [AG/RES. 1931/03 (XXXIII-O/03)]

The Committee decided to continue its study of the IACHR Report on Terrorism and Human Rights on October 23, 2003 (operative paragraph 5 of resolution AG/RES.1931 (XXXIII-O/03)).  On that day, the Committee hopes that the meeting will be attended by representatives of the United Nations, IACHR, CICTE, and of civil society organizations registered with the OAS (as contemplated in the document entitled "Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities").

The Committee decided to schedule the meeting of government experts referred to in operative paragraph 5 of resolution AG/RES. 1931 (XXXIII-O/03) for February 19, 2004, without, however, precluding the possibility of changes following consultations with the respective Ministries of Foreign Affairs.

Some delegations expressed interest in submitting agenda proposals for the meeting of experts.
There was an exchange of views regarding the experts’ qualifications.  In that regard, staff members in the Committee’s Technical Secretariat emphasized that the mandate in resolution 1931 referred to an exchange, from a human rights perspective, of best practices and national experiences in adopting anti-terrorism measures.
With respect to this last aspect, the Chair explained that the Organization was concerned that respect for human rights be maintained while combating terrorism.
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