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Summary of the meeting of August 28, 2003


The Working Group on Public Information Policy met under the chairmanship of Ambassador Juan Manuel Castulovich, Permanent Representative of Panama, to consider the items on the order of business (GT/PIP-7/03).

The Chair recalled that the Working Group had been established by the Permanent Council to respond to the need expressed by delegations for enhancing the Organization’s image through an improved public information policy. 

He said that the Group would focus its efforts on examining the existing public information policy, considering available resources, and on that basis identifying short-, medium-, and long-term objectives.

Likewise, he underscored the Group’s realization that, if concrete results were to be achieved, it would have to receive cooperation from the General Secretariat, through the Department of Public Information and the offices in the member states and it would have to take into account the results of the management study contracted for with Deloitte & Touche, pursuant to the mandate set forth in operative paragraph 6 of resolution AG/RES. 1909 (XXXII-O/02).

Following that introduction, the Chair presented to the meeting for consideration the document “Draft Report by the Chair of the Working Group on Public Information Policy to the Permanent Council” (GT/PIP-6/03).  The delegations made a number of recommendations in connection with the document, which would be inserted in the revised text, to the distributed to the permanent missions for comment prior to its submission to the Permanent Council.

The delegations expressed thanks for the preparation and presentation of the document and drew attention to Ambassador Castulovich’s work as Chair of the Working Group.
The Chair then acknowledged the work carried out by the former Chair of the Group, Ambassador Blasco Peñaherrera.  There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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