PAGE  
- 4 -


PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE 
OEA/Ser.G

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES 
CP/CAJP-2091/03


6 October 2003

COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS 
Original:  Spanish
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(Request approved at the meeting of September 25, 2003)

REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs ON THE REQUEST FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA TO BE GRANTED permanent observer STATUS TO THE Organization

On November 15, 2002, the Government of the Federal Republic of Nigeria requested the Secretary General, through Ambassador Jibril Amino, that it be granted the status of permanent observer to the Organization.  

At its meeting of December 19, 2002, the Permanent Council referred that request to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs for consideration. 
The Committee considered the request at its meetings of February 13 and August 21, 2003. 

On September 25, 2003, the Committee received the Chargé d'Affaires of the Embassy of the Federal Republic of Nigeria to the United States of America, Mr. Albert Olakunle Soyombo, who made a presentation on the request of his country's government. 

In his statement, Mr. Olakunle Soyombo mentioned the recent restoration of democracy in his country and said that his government was interested in strengthening the historical and bilateral ties that it had been maintaining with the member states of the Organization.  He also said that the Government of Nigeria closely followed the work of the OAS on such issues as the maintenance of peace and security, the promotion of democracy, the defense of human rights, free trade, the reduction of poverty, and the Organization’s other efforts to promote development in the region.
The Committee considered that the request of the Government of the Federal Republic of Nigeria was in compliance with resolutions AG/RES. 50 (I-O/71) “Permanent Observers to the Organization of American States” and CP/RES. 407 (573/84) “Revised Procedures for Granting the Status of Permanent Observer,” and approved the draft resolution attached hereto, which it submitted to the Permanent Council for possible adoption.  
September 29, 2003

Juan Manuel Castulovich

Permanent Representative of Panama
Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs 
DRAFT RESOLUTION

GRANTING THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA THE STATUS OF

PERMANENT OBSERVER TO THE ORGANIZATION


THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES,


HAVING SEEN the request from the Government of the Federal Republic of Nigeria to be granted the status of permanent observer to the Organization of American States (CP/doc.3672/02) and the report of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on the matter ( FILLIN  \* MERGEFORMAT CP/CAJP-2091 FILLIN  \* MERGEFORMAT /02); and

CONSIDERING:


That, by resolution AG/RES. 50 (I-O/71), “Permanent Observers to the Organization of American States,” the General Assembly established the status of permanent observer to the Organization of American States and assigned to the Permanent Council the task of determining the criteria and timing for awarding it; and


That, under resolution CP/RES. 407 (573/84), “Revised Procedures for Granting the Status of Permanent Observer,” any independent state may request the status of permanent observer to the Organization of American States,

RESOLVES:


1.
To grant the Federal Republic of Nigeria the status of permanent observer to the Organization of American States, pursuant to General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 50 (I-O/71) and Permanent Council resolution CP/RES. 407 (573/84).


2.
To invite the Government of the Federal Republic of Nigeria to accredit a permanent observer to the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization, in keeping with operative paragraph 7 of resolution CP/RES. 407 (573/84).


3.
To request the Secretary General to advise the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization, including the inter-American specialized organizations, of this decision, once the Government of the Federal Republic of Nigeria has been apprised thereof.
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